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The Title of this Ancient Company has long. ceased to fully,' 
describe its composition. The word “Artillery” in modem times . 
signifies ordnance only, whereas it was formerly applied tcf aS , 
kinds of offensive weapons, more especially to Archery, and isi'v 
this latter meaning* was universally adopted so l/mg as 
* weapon continued to flourish. It is in this sense tl^it 
Artillery is used in the Old Testam^t, where it only ! 
^appears in our English Version.* The original 
files .merely instruments^ but. Archery being the piinc 

1 Bani. a. 40, “And, Joniflian gave Wa mtilleiy unto U«j 
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Tames I., the translators gave the common 
Sen understood by the word Artillery, in 
BBIB^^^ay readily be accounted for, being the custo- 
I term for Archery long before firearms were adopted * 
sing over the earlier instances of the mention of incen- 
^ projectiles ” amongst the natives of China and Hindustan, 
Dnel Chesiiey, quotes the following passage from a Hindu 
ard: — *‘Oh ! chief of Gajnc^, buckle on your armour, and i)re- 
^pare your fire-machines”; the meaning of wliich is explained in 
a following stanza, that the culivers and cannons made a loud 
report when they were fired, and the noise of the ball was 
heard upwards of 1,400 yards off. The fact of cannon l)alls 
having been propelled by means of gunpowder in India as early 
as A.D. 1200, the epoch of the poet, apijears to be established, 
although the use of Artillery is not mentioned by any J^uro- 
pean writer 1)efore the fourteenth century. The Moors, accord- 
ing to Conde, used artillery against Saragossa in 1118 ; and in 
1132 a cuherin of 41b. calibre was made. In 1157, wdieii 
the Spaniards took Niebla, the Moors defended tliemselves l)y 
machines wliich threw darts and stones by means of fire. 

In 1280 artillery was used against Cordova; and in 1306 or 
1308 Ferdinand IV. took Gibraltar from the Moors by means of 
artillery. 

These, and other examples, render it almost certain that the 
use of gunpowder became first known in Europe through the 
Moorish conquests and warfare in Spain, although the true com- 
ponents of gunpowder were known to Friar Bacon, and were 
made generally know’ii tliroughout Europe by Bartholdus 
Schwartz in 1320. 

Edward III. of England used “ Crakeys of War ” during 
his campaign against the Scots in 1327, and. is said to have 
used artillery at the battle of Cressy in 134(5 ; but tliis is 
doubtful, and no notice of them at the subseciimnt battle of 
Poitiers caii be traced. In 1347 Edward did, however, use 
artillery at the siege of Calais, as did the Prince of Wales in 
1356 in reducing the Castle of Romozantin. In 1378 Richard 


Highmore, pp. 12-14, 
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II. employed 400 cannons, which fired day and njght 
unsuccessful attack on iSt. Malo.* 

In an Inventory of Munitions of War, provided by the Oily . 
against an expected invtisioii by the French in the reigtt of 
Edward III., this interesting entry occurs: — “Also m the 
Clianiber of the Guildhall there are six instrunients of latono . 
called gonnes, and live roleres to the same. Also pellets ^ of 
lead for the same instruments, which weigh 4 hundredweight 
and a half. Also pounds of powder for the said instru- 
ments.” 

l.atone, or lattcn, was a hard, yellow mixed metal, closely 
resembling brass. 

This is probably tl\e earliest passage at present known that 
bears reference to the use of cannon in England; and, this 
taken into consideration, the information it gives is remarkably 
full ; the earliest Intherto pointed out in the Privy Wardrobe 
accounts (in Mr. Hewitt’s Arms {ind Armour of the Fourteenth 
Century) being live years later in date. The probability is, that 
the Pardi, a ^Mercantile Society of Florence, had imported them, 
as they arc mentioned as supplying the City authorities with 
cloth two years beibre ; and M. Libri has discovered that 
cannon were already used for the defence of Florence in 
l32G.t 

Although artillery was used from the time of Edward III., 
and purchased from abroad by all our succeeding sovereigns, it 
seems strange that none of our workmen attempted to cast 
them, till the reign of Henry VIII., when — in the year 1521, 
according to Stow, or 1535, according to Camden— great brass 
ordnance or cannons and culverins were first cast in England by 
one John Owen, whose family, with the Pitts, continued to 
manufacture guns until the j*eigu of James. J .^bout the year 

* Encyclopfvdia Britannica, ciglith edition, Vol. III., pp. 683, 684. For 
fuller details rejjjarding Artillery and Cans, &c., sec Scott’s Histoiy of the 
British Army, Vol. II., pp. 197-247; Grose's Military Anlicpiities, Vol. 1., 
pp. 381-392; and Holliiigahed, Vol. I., iij). 198, 199. 

+ Letter Book F, tlyleaf (Latin), a.d. 1339, and Riley's Meiiiorials of 
London. 

X Grose’s Military Anti«puties, Vol, I., p. 383, and Howe's Stow, p, 571. 
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^3 great quantities of iron ordnance were manufactured to be 
sent abroad, in consequence of which the number of founders 
was limited * 

Artillery is a term derived from the French, signifying 
Archery, and from that nation the English seem to have learnt 
at least the use of the crossbow. 

William the (^oncjueror had a considerable number of bow- 
men in his army at the battle of Hastings, when no mention is 
made of such troops on the side of Ilarofd, and it is supposed 
that these Norman archers shot with the arbalest or crossbow. 

Bows and arrows are of very ancient date, for wc read of 
them in Scripture as early as 1892 n.c., in which it is said of 
Ishinael that he “ dwelt in the wilderness, and became an 
archer.” f 

When the Romans first invaded Britain under Julius Ctesar, 
in 55 B.C., the arms of the British were the spear or lance, sword, 
dagger, battle-axe, and bows and arrows, the latter being made 
of recti, with Hint, bone, or metal heads. The metal used in the 
construction of arms was bronze. 

Between a.d. 450 and 106G the Saxons may have used the 
bow, but in the latter part they discontinue<l tlieir use except 
for the chase ; for Henry of Huntingdon makes William tlie 
Conqueror speak of the Saxons as a nation not even having 
arrows ; they were, however, famed for their expertness with the 
mace and battle-axe. In 1000 Harold II., having observed that 
the heavy armour of the Saxons prevented them from pursuing 
the Welsh into their recesses, commanded them to use lighter 
weapons, and armour made of leather only. 

Under the Normans the archers were a most important body, 
and rendered invaluable service at the battle of Hastings, which 
was decided J)y them ; and from this time, and for many cen- 
turies after, the bow was the chief arm of the English, being used 
both by mounted troops as well as infantry. Tlie weapons used 
from the Conquest were principally bows and arrows, half-pike, 
spears, halberds, maces, various kinds of battle-axes, swords, and 
daggers. In the reign of Henry I. (1100-1135) archery was 


* Strype s Stow, Book 1., p. 108. 


t Oen. xxi. 20. 
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inucli cultivated, and great numbers of bowmen were brought 
into the field, and aii Act was passed freeing from the charge 
of murder anyone who, in practising with arrows or darts, should 
kill a person standing near. 

The cross-bow appears to have been used in the chase in this 
reign. 

The Irish at this period were still without the bow, and the 
Knglish conquests in Ii’eland were due to its use ; but the Welsh 
bowmen were celebrated for their expertness. 

During the reign of Eichard 1. (1189-99) the arbalest, or 
cross-bow was adoj^ted as a weapon of war ; its use was forbid- 
den by the second Laterau Council, in 11^9 as fatal and cruel, 
and again by Pope Innocent III., about the year 1200. Many 
of the cross-bows ‘were provided witl\ sights. Archers were 
preferred as infantry, and cross-bowmen as cavalry. 

In 1285 Edward I. passed tlie celebrated Act known as the 
Statute of Winchester, by which every male between fifteen and 
sixty years of age liad to provide himself witli certain arms, 
according to the quantity of his goods or land.* 

Firearms wore introduced in the reign of Edward III. Autho- 
rities dil'fer in their statements regarding the exact year and 
country in wluch tliey were invented ; and tlie actual date of 
tlie first portable firearm, the hand-gun, is involved in obscurity. 
All inquisition, taken at Huntercombe in Yorkshire, in 1375, 
mentions the attack on the manor house by forty men armed, 
among other weapons, with “ goimes,” supposed to he the liand- 
gun.*f- III 1341 an order was issued to the sheriffs of most of 
the English counties to provide 500 white bows and 500 bundles 
of arrows for the intended war against France. 

In the famous, battle of Crossy, in 1340, our chroniclers state 
that we had 2,800 archers, to whom onr victory was chiefly 
ascribed. The French historian, Philip de Coniines, agrees with 
our own writers in asserting that the English archers excelled 
those of every other nation ; and Sir John Fortescue says again 


* Scdtt'.s History of the British Army, VoL 1., p. 255, and Vol. 11.. 
p. 78. 

t Text Book for School of Musketry, pp. 82-88. 
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and again, “ that the might of the realine of England slandyth 
upon archers.” The superior dexterity of the archers gave the 
English a great advantage over both the French and the IScots. 
The French depended chieiiy on their men-at-arms, and the 
Scots on their pikemeu; but the ranks of both were often 
thinned and thrown into disorder by flights of arrows, before 
they could reach their enemies.* * * § 

In 1355 the City of London provided 25 nieii-in-arms, and 
500 archers, all habited in the same uniform; a splendid present 
to tlie King, wliicli he received with gi*eat satisfaction."!- 

The various City Companies in olden times had to keep a 
certain number of bowmen. Mention is made of a muster of the 
men, and number of arn)3 belonging to eacli ('oiiipany, as early 
as May, 1448. J On the eve of the 8t. Peter and St. »lohn, in the 
year 1518, a muster of the bowmen found by each of the City 
C.^ompanies, the number belonging to each Comi)any was from 
two to eight men cach.§ The number of men supplied by 
twenty-six of the principal City Companies in 1585 amoujited 
to about 2,800 ; from the (l^rocers and Haberdashers, mustering 
395 each, to tlie Stationers, and Barbers and Surgeons, with 
tw'enty-seven, and twenty-four respectively .|| 

Hut though tlie English archers had justly acc|uired a high 
degree of reputation over all Europe, and had contributed greatly 
to the brilliant success of their country's arms in France and 
elsewhere, yet a few years’ peace sunk their manly, martial, and 
elegant art into disuse, especially in the Metropolis, where it 
had given place to amusements, some trivial, some ruinous, and 
some barbarous and inhuman. Edward endeavoured to call off 
the citizens from pursuits so unworthy, by restoring the practice 
of Archery, an exercise at once wholesome, useful, and inex- 
pensive. For this purpose, in 1363, he addressed letters to the 
Sheriffs of London, enjoining that in places in the City, as well 
within the liberties as without, where they should see it expe- 


* Encyclopunlia Britaimica, ciglitli edition, Vol. IIT., i>j;. 424-H. 

t Hunter’s Ijondon, pp. 237, 238. 

X Jouniid, Vol. V., f. 10, 11. 

§ Letter Hook K, f. 7U, 8th June. 

II Stow, Vol. II., p. 451, and Maitland, Vol. 1., j». 280. 
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dient, public proclamation should be made, that every one of 
the said City, strong in body, at leisure time or holidays, should 
use in their recreations bows and arrows, or pellets, or bolts, 
and learn and exercise the art of shooting ; forbidding all, on 
pain of imprisonment, in any manner to apply themselves to the 
throwing of stones, wood, iron, hand-ball, foot-ball, bandy-ball, 
cambuch, or cock-fighting, or other such-like vain plays, which 
had no profit in tliein.* 

The most ancient mark for Crown property is the “ Broad 
Arrow,” at one time only used by the Admiralty, but now used 
by the War Department for every description of stores, and is 
too w(dl known to need description. It was in common use at 
a very early ])eriod, as the following extract from the Eecords 
of the Corporation .of the City of London, in the reign of 
Ixichard II., in 188b, will show. 

“ r)n the 24th of Decemlxa* Thomas Stokes was brought before 
the Lord iVIayor and Aldermen, for having during the past eight 
days gone to the houses of several brewers, pretending to be an 
officer and a taker of ale for the King s household, and there 
marked several barrels full of ale with a mark called ‘ arewe- 
liede,* saying that those barrels Averc for the household of their 
Loi’d the King, whereas in truth he was not an officer belonging 
to the King, and he falsely and deceitfully received divers sums 
of money from tlie brewers that they might have the ale in 
peace ; he admitted his guilt, and was sentenced to be put upon 
the pillory for an liour.”f 

Charles I., on the 9th of March, 1027, signed a Warrant 
ordering the letters (.^R, as a mark for Crowii pro])erty, which 
was to be used for all stores for land seiwice, and for sea service 
(.^E. and an anchor. This was done to try and prevent pur- 
loining and changing stores from the armouries and other 
places.J 

As early as 1487 shooting with the long-how appears to have 
been on the decline, and during the succeeding eighty years 

* liimtei’s Dmdoii. 

t bettor ]><>(»!; H, f. 200 (liiiliii), and IbU-y’s Memorial.^ of London, p. 4S0. 

+ ClodeV Military Forces of the Cnmn, Vol. 11., pp. <>7t^-680. 
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a iiuiubei- of Acts were passed for the eiicourageuieiit of this 
exercise.* 

The preamble of the Act passed in 1487 1 set forth that as 
the defence of the realm depended on archery, which liad 
fallen into decay from the dearth and excessive price of long 
bows, and directed that, after the feast of the Purification of Our 
Lady, any person who sold bows for more than 3s. 4d. should be 
fined 40s. for every one sold. 

A few years later, sufticient bow staves not having been 
brought into the kingdom for a long time past, the Custom 
duties were abolished for all bows 0-^ feet long, to encourage 
merchants to import them, so as to increase arcliers and the 
artillery of the same.^ 

Cross-bows next became popular, but wore discouraged, and 
many Acts were passed laying restrictions on their use, the 
first being in 1503-4, when the King, considering that, in 
the time of his Most Noble Progenitors, shooting with lung 
bows was much used, whereby honour and victory against 
their enemies had been achieved, and shooting being then 
greatly decayed, his subjects greatly deliglUing in the cross- 
bow, with which they occasiomd great destruction avwngst the 
Kiiifjs deer ; directed that after Easter the cross-bow should 
not be used without his special licence, exceptions being made 
in favour of a man defending his house, or a lord, or any person 
possessing land of the yearly value of 200 marks. All offenders 
were to be prosecuted and fined 40s. for every day one had been 
used; and any servant who used one was to be discharged, 
unless the fine was paid.§ This not being found sufficient 
(many persons obtaining the required licence by false pretences, 
so that cross-bow shooting had increased if anything), an Act 


* The following are the Statutes relating to Archery: — 


t 3 Hen. VII., 

cap. 13 

1487 

14 & 15 Hen. VIII., cap. 7 

X 19 „ 

” M 

1503-4 

26 „ „ 17 

§ 19 

f) 4} 


33 „ „ (1 

3 Hen. VII (. 

» 3) 
„ 13 f 

1311-12 

1 »> >» 


1 SEliz. „ 10 



1514-15 

1 

»> 

„ 13) 


i 


1523 

1533-4 

1541-2 

156(5 
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was passed in 1511-12, declaring all licences granted previous 
to the first day of that Parliament void, and increasing the 
qualification to 300 marks.* In 1515 the Act recites that 
the King’s deer continued to be destroyed by cross-bows, and 
hand-gonnes (here first mentioned), but permitted them to be 
kept for defence in all walled towns within seven miles of the 
sea,-t“ which was extended, in 1523, to all persons having land 
of the yearly value of £100.:!: In 1534, the inhabitants of 
JTorthumberland, Durham, Westmoreland, and Cumberland, 
were allowed to keep them for the defence of their houses, 
against the Scots and other tlie King’s enemie^.§ Their use 
wjis further extended, in 1541, when permission was given to 
all gentlemen, yeomen, and inhabitants of cities, boroughs, and 
market towns, to shoot with hand-gonnes a yard long, demy 
hakes or haglmttes three-quarters of a yard long, at any butt or 
banks of earth iu convenient jdaces ; and persons living more 
than two furlongs away from such towns could keep and practise 
witli them for their defence ; and also the inhabitants within 
twelve miles of the borders of Scotland, the Channel Islands, 
Isle of Man, and Isle of Wight. This was the last Act on the 
subject of the use of cross-bows.|| 

Active measures were taken by Henry VIII. for the encourage- 
ment and practice of archery. In 1512 an Act IF was passed, 
reciting the advantages of the long-bow, and rei)eating the in- 
junction against the cross-bow contained in tlie Act passed in 
1503-4 ; and ordering that, as shooting with the former was then 
right little used,” and was daily diminishing more and more, 
that the Statute of Winchester for Archers should be put into 
execution. Every man under sixty years of age, and not suffering 
Irom any infinqity (except the clergy, justices, and judges) had 
always to keep bows and arrows in their houses, and to make use 

♦ a lien. VJTI., cap. IS. 

t () Hen. VIII., cap. 13, and Scott's History of the British Ariiiy,Vol. II., 
p. 01. 

t 14 & 15 Hen. VIIL, cap. 7. § 25 Hen. VtTT., cap. 17. 

II 33 Hen. VIIL, cap. 6. See also Grose’s Military Antiquities, Vol, I., 
pp. 128-136, and pp. 141-3. 

% 3 Hen. VIII., cap. 3. 
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of them ; aud every boy, from seven to seventeen, had to be in- 
structed in their use. Any person not providing themselves with 
these articles were to be fined a shilling for every month they re- 
mained without them. The statutes against unlawful games were 
put in force. The bowyers were directed to make at least one bow 
of yew for every one made of elm, wych, or other cheap wood. 
Butts were ordered to be made in every city and town, according 
to the laws of ancient times, and the inhabitants were compelled 
to keep them in repair, and make use of them on holy days and 
other convenient times. The justices were directed to appoint 
bowyers in all cities, shires and boroughs, to make the necessary 
bows. In 1514-15 a similar Act*^ was passed to try and put a 
stop to such unlawful games as tennis play, bowles, &c., ‘‘ which 
only lead to murders and robberies.”t 

111 a Warrant addressed to the JiOrd Mayor and Aldermen 
from the Manor of Okyng, [Woking], on the 20th of August, 
]521,J the King stating that as it was good policy in times of 
peace to provide against war, he intended to have a good 
number of archers prepared and put in readiness, both for 
the defence of the realm and other dominions aud garrisons in 
outward ])arts. They were therefore ordeied with all possible 
diligence to prepare a hundred able bowmen and archers to 
be ready for the w^ars at a day’s v/arning. A J*roclamation,5:) 
dated 12th January, 1537, to cany out the Statute of the 2r)tli 
of Henry VIIJ., orders that cross-bows were not to be used by 
persons of an estate of less value than £100 per annum, under a 
penalty of £10 ; and further ordered that all hand-guns carried 
by licensed persons were to have the stock at least two feet and 
a half long, on pain of imprisonment and fine. 

Divers grievous complaints having been made that ])ersons 
licensed to shoot with hand-guns took upon themselves to shoot 
in towns and boroughs aud other unmeet places without regard 
to where their pellets went, so that persons on the highway, 
streets, and even in their own houses and gardens, had been put 

* 6 Henry VIII., cap. 2. 

t Sec also Scott’s Hifitory of the British Army, Vol. il., p. 75-121. 

t Jounial, Vol. XII., f, 125. § Idem, Vol. XIV., f. 27^ 
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ill great jeopardy of their lives, a Warrant, dated 27th July, 1540, 
directed that no person of any quality or degree was to shoot 
elsewhere than at the places set aside for that purpose, under 
pain of imprisonment and fine at the King’s pleasure.* 

In 1541-2 another attempt was made to keep up archery by 
an Act f passed for the maintenance of artillery and debarring 
unlawful games ; from which it appears that the bowyers 
ttetchers, stringers, and arrow-head makers, in consequence of 
lack of work, had gone to Scotland and other places abroad and 
settled there, working and teaching their science to the great 
comfort of strangers, and the detriment of this re^lm. All those 
practising the above trades who had come to London in search 
of employment were to be sent to inhabit such towns and other 
places as the Council should direct. Sundry regulations were 
laid down for the distances at which persons of different ages 
were to shoot ; and no one was allowed to keep any public 
place for bowling, tenuis, or any proiubited ganie.':j under certain 
penalties. 

The bowyers complained, in 156G, that so few bows of elm, 
wych, hazel, or ash, were used, but only yew ; so an Act was 
passed directing every bowyer to keep fifty good bows of elm, 
ash, ainl foreign yew, &c., well made, not exceeding 6s. 8d. each, 
second l>est ;.>s.4d., third sort, called livery bows, 2s., and any bow 
of English yew for 2s.; and a fine of 40s. was imposed for any sold 
above that price.J The English always used a very long bow ; 
those who were arrived at maturity were pi’ohibited from shooting 
at any mark that was not upwards of 220 yards distant, under a 
penalty of 6s. 8d. for each shot ; the range of a bow is said to 
have been from o20 to 400 yards.§ 

Another Proclamation, || made on the 4th of Feburary, 1544, 
states that the King, considei*ing liow expedient it was at that 
time to have a number of his subjects skilled and trained in the 
feat of shooting with hand-guns and hagbusshes, gave liberty to 


* Journal, Vol. XIV., f. 215. t Hen. VIII., cap 9. 

X 8 Klizahetli, cap. 10. 

§ Grose s Military Autiquities, Vol. II., pp. 297, 275. 

II Letter Book (J., f. 98*>. 
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all his subjects of sixteen years of age and upwards, to use the 
said arms without any forfeiture or line, provided tliey did not 
shoot any deer, partridges, pheasants, herons, showlards, teles, 
or hares, that breed or haunt any of His Majesty’s houses ; or in 
any other place without leave from tlie owner of the ground ; 
a^d shooting in towns and villages was only to be allowed at 
the appointed places where butts were provided. 

In Edward VI.’s reign Archery began to decline. It is not sur- 
prising that the long-bow, which was the chief and favourite 
weapon of England, and which, in the hands of trained men, 
was most accurate and capable of being used rapidly, should have 
been reluctantly given up for firearms, which were, for a long 
time, exceedingly heavy, clumsy, slow in loading, troublesome to 
clean, and without accuracy. In Mary’s reign they do not ap- 
pear to have been anxious to introduce firearms ; it being left to 
the choice of the people Avhethev they should find a long-bow 
and sheaf of arrows, or a hackbiitt. 

Ill 1547 the Lord Mayor and Aldermen issued a Proclama- 
tion,* dated the 27th of October, saying they found it very expe- 
dient, requisite, and necessary to call attention to the Statute of 
the 33 Henry VIIT., relating to Archery, Artillery, and unlawful 
games, and to remind people of the penalties therein. 

The amount of pay received by archers at this period is 
shown in a Avarrant of the 2nd of May, 1548, allowing five ol 
the King’s archers eightpence per diem for a given time ; and 
twenty shillings for their conduct into Scotland.f 

About this time Jiii Arsenal appears to have been founded at 
Greenwich, as, on the fith of March, 1547, a WaiTantJ for £200 
was given to Sir Jlichard Leigh, for making an Armoury Mill, 
near there ; and two years later is another one for £259 10s. 9d. 
to Sir William Cavendish, dated the 17th of March, 1649, § to 
pay to Henry Lee, Clerk of the King’s Armoury, for wages of 
the Armoury at Greenwich, from the 26th of July to the 3rd of 
April, 1550 ; another was granted on the 6th of May, 1550, for 
the same amount, being part of £276 15s. 4d. due to the Alle- 

* Letter Book Q, f. 2IO*>- 
t Oouueil Registers (Edw. VI.), Vol. I., j). 314. 
t Idem, Vol. I., y. 103. § Idem, Vol. II., ]j. 120. 
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maigive Armourers” at Greenwich * * * § The Armoury Mills were 
removed to Purfleet about the end of the seventeenth century, 
in consequence of a Petition from the inhabitants of Greenwich ; 
and the site, with some adjoining land, was leased, in 1770, to 
Henry Vansittait, Esq. In 1697 tha mills were used by potters 
for grinding their colours, and one was afterwards used for a 
flour mill, and the other for manufacturing hal]^crds.f 

The manner in which the Army in those days was supplied 
with surgeons is shown in a letter from the Privy Council to 
the Lord Mayor, dated the 28th of duly, 1562, directing him to 
forbear troubling the Company of Surgeons with any muster, 
because at all setting-forth of men they were bound to furnish 
the Army with Surgeons.J 

Proclamations were made by the Lord Mayor, on the 9th of 
September, 15(58, § and again in 1572,|1 in which the Statute of 
the 33 Henry VI IT; is quoted as being very necessary to be put 
in execution, and reminding the citizens that for all boys from 
seven to seventeen years of age a bow and two arrows was always 
to be kept for each of them ; in the case of servants the cost 
being deducted from their wages. From seventeen to sixty 
years of age all able men Iiad to be provided with a bow and 
four arrows; and masters and fathers were rendered liable to 
a lino of 6s. 8d. for every month they w-ere unprovided with 
them. 

Letters Patent, dated the 25th of June, 1571, were granted by 
Elizabeth to Sir Humphrey Gilbert, appointing Commissioners, 
for seven years, to carry out this Act, and authorising them to 
compound with offenders against the Statutes, Sir Humphrey 
being appointed Keceiver-General of all fines, and accounting 
for the same to the Court of Exchequer.f 


* Ct)uncil Ifiigistcrs (Edw. VI.), Vol. III., p. 31. See also the King’s 
Jlook ot‘ Piiyinents, additioiiHl MBS., No. 21,481, in Biitish Mufteinn. 

t Lysoii’s Environs of London, Vol. IV., p. 402. 

J Council Kegisters (Eliz.), Vol. I., ]». 42. 

§ Letter Book V, f. 190. 

11 Joiiriuil, Part 1., Vol. XX., f. 46b, and Letter Book V, f. 290-1. 

IT Patent Roll, 13 Eliz., Part II., Memh. 1, doiso. An abstract of this 
Patent is given in Appendix C, 
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In an Act passed during this year, which recites that of 12 
Edward IV., and states that “ whereas the use of Archery not 
only hath ever been, but also yet is, by God’s especial gift to 
the English nation, a singular defence of the realm,”* therefore 
confirmed and enlarged its provisions. 

Elizabeth issued a Commission f in lo 72 to the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen, in which it is stated tliat (owing to the neglect of 
the provisions of the Statute of 2.*) Henry VI II. for tlie main- 
tenance of Artillery and debarring of unlawful games, in not 
searching as to whether the number of l)Ows and arrows therein 
ordered to be kept were duly provided) shooting in most parts of 
the realm was utterly forgotten. The Queen therefore appointed 
them and their deputies, Commissioners, with power to search 
both the city and suburbs to see that the proper number of bows 
and arrows were provided, and to ascertain wlio kept houses or 
alleys for unlawful games. All persons were to be required to 
bring their bows and arrows to some convenient place, and those 
not furnished with them, or making use of unlawful games 
the Commissioners were fii*st to try by gentle admonitions to 
reform, so that the exercise of shooting might be continued ; and 
if they failed to influence them, their names and dwellings were 
to be certified to the Lord Chancellor and Lord Keeper of the 
Great Seal, so that the neccssaiy steps might be taken as the law 
directed. Some idea of the strict regulations under which games 
were restricted may be formed from the following Ordinance, 
issued on the 22nd of November, 1572, by the Lord Mayor, 
straightly charging and commanding that “ playiiige at the foote- 
balle” should not be played within the city, in consequence of the 
disturbance and disorder caused by breaking the glass windows, 
overthrowing women and children, and poor impotent folks ; and 
the constables were ordered to apprehend all oifenders.J 
A few years after, letters, dated 20th July, 1577, were sent 
by the Privy Council to all the counties ordering the use of 
bows and arrows, and reviving the Statute for Artillery above 
mentioned.§ 

* 13 Eliy.., cap. 14. t Journal, Part T., Vol. XX., f. 47. 
t Idem, I>art I., Vol. XX., f. 27. 

§ Council Registers (Eli/.), Vol. III., p. 22 1» 
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An Order of the Privy Council, dated the 18th of June, 1580, 
directs corslets for the use of the shires to be sold by the Master 
of the Armoury, to the number of 2,000, at 23s. 4d. each, to such 
persons as desired to buy them. 

On the following day a letter was sent to the Lord Mayor, 
requiring him to I’evive the training of the “ shotte ” within the 
City, which was suspended in 1578 on account of the Plague, 
and tlie training was to be continued annually. * * * § 

In April, 1588, orders were issued relating to the 10,000 men 
the City was to furnish for the defence of the Queen^s person 
and the City ; and it appeal's that the Earl of Leicester did not 
tliink that the Captains and Leaders appointed by the City were 
fit to have charge of them, f 

Letters were sent from the Court at Greenwich, dated the Cth 
of June, 155)1, to the Lords-Lieutenant of several counties, 
stating that the Council was informed that divers unlawful 
games were daily used in most places in the realm, and that 
Archery was greatly decayed, and, in a manner, almo&t laid aside ; 
and this ancient weapon was recommended to be revived. J 

The liowyers and other poor Companies complained to the 
Privy Council of disorders in the City and other parts of the 
realm from neglect of the laws relating to Archery, and unlawful 
games, and the Lord Mayor was directed, on the SOtli of June, 
1583, to see them properly carried out.§ 

On the 4th of June, 1592, the Company of Jlowyers pre- 
sented a petition against unlawful games, which greatly inter- 
fered witli their trade. || 

In 1594 gi’enades were invented, which were, at first, pro- 
jected from hand mortars ; they gave origin, in France, to the 
troops denominated Grenadiers, who were soldiers trained in the 
art of throwing Ivmd-grenades. In 1(578 each Grenadier Com- 
pany in the British Army was armed with grenades, but this was 
discontinued in the reign of Queen Anne. 

* Council Hegisters (Eliz.), Vol. V., pp. 52, 53. 

+ Idem (Eliz.), Vol, VII., p. 120, 12th April, 1588, and p. 217, 2Cth 

July, 1588. t Idem (Eliz.), Vol. IX., pp. 310, 311. 

§ Rememhrancia, Vol. I., No, 519. 

II Council Registers (Eliz.), Vol. X., p. 38(). 
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A most important change was made in 1595 by an Order 
in Council, dated the 26th of October, directing that the Bows 
of the Trained Bands were to be exchanged for Calivers and 
Muskets.* Thus, in spite of all the efforts that had been made 
during the previous century to maintain Archery, it was at last 
superseded by firearms, and from this time gradually sank into 
insignificance and disuse. 

On the 23rd of July, 1598, the office of Muster-Master was 
abolished, but w’as revived again some years after. On the 6th 
of September of the same year the office of rrovost-Maishal, for 
London, and some of the counties adjacent, was instituted for 
suppressing rogues and vagabonds.f 

* Council Ecjdsters (Kliz.), Vol. XII., p. 17. 
t Mem (EUz.), Vol. XIV., p. 339, htuI Vol. XV., i*.?!). 
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CHAPTER 11. 

FROM THE INCORPORATION OF THE COMPANY IN 1537 

TO 1601. 

CoNTisNTS.— Chai’ter of tlie Company, 1537. — lncoT|W)Tatetl as tlic Gniltl or 
Fnitcniity of 8t. George.— Condition of Moorfields, 1412-97. — Manor 
of Finsbnry, 1315-1508. — Musters in I'insbury Fields, 1520-49. — 
Threatened Assembly of Disbjindcd Soldiers tliorc, 1550. — Prize Meet- 
ings for Arcluiiy in Finsbnry, 1521-90.— Great Review of City Forces 
by Henry VIII., 1539. — Fields used for Archery about London.— 
Letters Patent to restore the Marks and Fields for Shooting, 1501-1032. 
— The Artillery Garden. — Tassel Close. — The Fraternity of Artillery 
in Great and Small Ordnance, 1537. — William Thomas, Master- 
Gunner, — The Gunners of the Tower. — The Artillery Company and 
the Armada. — Captains of the Artillery Garden. — First Order in 
Council relating to tlic Company, 1591.— The City Trained Bands. 


1537. — On the 25tli of August, 1537, a Charter of Incorpora- 
tion was granted to the Archers in and about the City of 
London, under the title of the Fraternity or Guild of St. George ; 
Sir Christopher Monis, Knt, Master of the Ordnance, Anthony 
Knevett, and Peter Mewtes, Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber, 
were appointed Overseers of the said Guild and Science of 
Artillery, or Long-hows, Cross-bows, and Hand-guns. Four 
Masters and Eulers were appointed for life, viz., Sir Christopher 
Morris, Cornelius Johnson, Anthony Anthony, and Henry John- 
son ; and they were directed to begin, found, guard and establish 
a perpetual Fraternity of St. George, and had full powers and 
authority given them to choose and admit into their said 
Fraternity or Guild all manner of honest persons whatsoever, 
including foreigners. 

vor.. 1. 0 
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The Masters and Eulers, and such brethren as they should 
elect and admit, were to be one body and commonality cor- 
porate, having succession perpetually by the name of Masters 
and Eulers and Commonality of the Fraternity or Guild of 
Artillery of Long-bows, Cross-bows, and Hand-guns, and they 
and their successors were empowered to implede and be im- 
ploded by the name of Masters and Eulers of the said brother- 
hood or Guild, and had power and authority to choose and elect 
amongst themselves four Under-Masters and Eulers, to oversee 
and govern the said Fraternity, and to have the custody of such 
lands, tenements, rents, possessions, goods and chattels, as should 
happen to be purchased, bequeathed, given, granted, or assigned 
unto them. 

Every year, as it should best please them, tliey might choose 
four Under-Masters and Eulers, either English or foreigners, 
of good name and fame, and, if need required, might remove 
them and elect others as often as they liked. They were also 
empowered to use a common seal for all necessary things be- 
longing to the Fraternity, and were enabled to implead or 
be impleaded, answer and be answered, before any Judge or 
Justice spiritual or temporal whatsoever, in any Court or 
Courts in the realm, in aU actions, quarrels and suits, real or 
personal, &c. 

They had power to make laws and regulations for the good 
government of the Fraternity, and to alter or change the same 
as often as should be thought necessary. They also had full 
power to purchase lands, tenements, and other hereditaments, 
not being held of the Crown in capite, the Statute of Mortmain 
or other statutes or other things passed to the contrary not- 
withstanding. And, furthermore, for the better increase of the 
defence of the realm, and maintaining the science of shooting, 
they were granted licence for their disport and pastime, to use 
and shoot with long-bows, cross-bows and hand-guns at all 
manner of marks and butts, and at the game of the Popinjaye 
and other games, as well as at fowls, both in London and 
suburbs, and all other parts of the realm of England, Ireland, 
Calais, and Wales ; the royal forests, chases and parks excepted, 
unless by special warrant, as also herons and pheasants, within 
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two miles of any royal mansion, or castle, or other place where 
the Sovereign might happen to be, were also reserved. 

They and their servants were permitted to keep their long- 
bows, cross-bows, and hand-guns, and use the same as often as 
they pleased; but servants were not permitted to shoot at any 
kind of fowl, and were liable to the penalties of the Acts if they 
offended. No other Fraternity or Guild could be formed in any 
part of the realm unless licensed by the Masters and Eulers of 
this Fraternity. 

They were entitled to wear any kind of embroidery, or any 
device in silver on their gowns, jackets, coats, and doublets ; 
also any kind of silk, velvet, satin, or damask (the colours of 
purple and scarlet only excepted) in their gowns and jackets. 
Also all furs on their gowns or elsewhere, except martins, any 
Act or Proclamation to the contrary notwithstanding. 

The Masters and Eulers and their successors were especially 
exempted from being empanelled, or compelled to serve on any 
manner of Quest or Jury, either within the City, or other places 
in the realm. 

Whenever any of them used the word commonly spoken 
before shooting, viz., Fast,” and it happened that any person 
running past or going between any such shooter and the mark 
was killed or otherwise hurt, provided the mark was in an open 
place usually shot at, such person could not be arrested, im- 
prisoned, sued, or troubled or molested for it, nor suffer death, 
or lose any member, or forfeit any goods, lands, chattels, &c., 
for so doing ; any Act or Proclamation made then or thereafter 
to the contrary iiotwitlistanding. 

The somewhat vague manner in which the preamble of this 
Charter is worded, in speaking of Sir Christopher Morris and 
his associates, apparently, as if they were previously overseers 
of a Guild or Fraternity of St. George ; although in the same 
document they arc themselves authorized to begin and found a 
fraternity by that name, has caused Maitland and all subsequent 
historians to fall into error by presuming the existence of an 
earlier Company of Archers of that name, who were said to have 
been founded at Mile-end by Henry VIII., but of whose exist- 
ence there is no proof whatever, neither can any trace be now 

c2 
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found of such a Society.* It would indeed be diificult to believe 
that two Societies or Guilds, having the same objects, should be 
established under precisely the same title. That the Artillery 
Company and the Fraternity or (}uild of St, George are one and 
the same body, can no longer be doubted; and it is proved 
conclusively by a MS. of the time of Henry VIII., in the Bod- 
leian Library, entitled “An Admittance of a Brotlier into the 
Guild of St. George, and his Duty;*’ and in another copy of the 
same, “The Admission of a Brother into the Brotherhood of St. 
George,” in which all the names of the persons mentioned in the 
above Charter appear, and all their privileges are recited there- 
from almost verbatim ; the paper, which is a form or certificate 
of Membership of the Society, being as follows : — f 

“ To all and singular the Kyngs hignes Officers Ministres and 
Subjects aswell within this his llcalme of England as also his 
Dominions of Irelande, Wales, Calico, and the Marchesse of the 
same unto whom theise puts shall come to be reade herde or 
seen, We S' Christofer Mores Kniglit Maister of tlie Kyngs 
Ordennee, Anthony Knevet, and Peter Meauties, Gentlemen 
Husshers of the Kyngs Privye Chambre, Corneles Johnson, 
Anthoni Antony, and Henry Johnson Maisters and Rulers of 
the ffraternite or Guilde of Saintc (ieorge, graunted & given 
Unto us by o' Moost gracious Sovraigne Lorde the Kings 
Majestic und' his great e Seall being tiie same incorporate for 
ever sende greeting in the Lord everlasting. Knowe ye that 


* The principal antliorities who have fallen into this error are— Mait- 
land’s Loudon, Vol. I., p. 237 ; Chainbcrlaiu’s History of London, p. 192 ; 
Noorthonck’KS History of London, p. 119; Seymour’s Survey of London, 
Vol, L, pp. 231, 232; Scott’s History of the British Army, Vol. IL, 
pp. 121-150; Clodc’s Military Forces of the Crown, Vol. 1., p. 402; and 
Highmore, p. 23. 

t Ashmoleaii MS., Vol. XXXVIII., No. 1,134, p. 63, engrossed in black 
letter and indorsed on tlie back " The Admyssion of a brother into the 
brotherhood of Sainte George.” There is also a rough copy of it in the 
same collection, Vol. XV., No. 1,111, p. 18^ copied also by Aslimole, and 
marked in margin “ExAutogri in BibrCottoniaiia”; but it does not appear 
in the Cottonian Catalogues. This copy is lieaded “An Admittance of a 
Brother into the Guild of St. George, and his Duty,” 
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by vertue & autliorite of cure saide incorporacion & by force of 
the same we have chosen, accepted, taken & admitted and by 
theise pntes doe chose accepte take and admytt into o^ saide 
fraternyte or Guild, o^ well beloved W. A. to be a brother and 
fellowe of the same, soe that the saide W. A. shall maynteyne 
furnyshe and cncrease the Science and feate of shootyng in 
Longbowes Crossebowes and Handegonnes and for his dysporte 
and pastyme from tyme to tyme duiying his lyfe shall moeve at 
his libertie use and shote in the same ingiens at all man^ 
markes, butts and other game or games, as at^ the game of 
alman^ ffowles whatsoever they be, aswell within the Citie of 
London the Siirburbes of the same, as in every other place or 
places in any parte of this the Kyngs Realme, his Lands of 
Ireland, Wales, (Malice, or the Marchcsse of the same, in as large 
and ample manner as a fellowe oi a lh*other of tlie same 
ffraternyte may and ought to doe, by virtue of the Kyngs sayde 
previlegc and grauntes. (The fforestes pks and chasys of the 
Kings highnes withoute his graces speciall warraute in that 
behalfc, and also the game of the Heron, and Feasaunto w4n 
two mylos of any of the Kyngs Castells Mannors or other places 
wher his ]\Iajestie shall lye & demoure for that tyme only 
reserved and exceptyd). And overthat, that he tlie sayde W.A. 
shall and maye at his libertie detayiie & kepe in his howse 
chambr or other place, the said ingyns of Longbowe Crossebow 
and Haiidgoime, and his S^'vnts to beare bende & charge thym 
or any of thym at the pleasure of his Maister withoute any 
manner dornage penaltie, losse, trouble or hindraiince to ensue 
unto hym. And finally the saide W. A. to enjoy e all and singular 
suche liberties privileges & p*’lieraynenccs as to the saide 
fraternitie in any manner of wyse apperteyiiyth or belongeth, 
& in as large and ample manner as it hath pleased the Kyngs 
Moost gracious highnes to grante, or that herafter shalbe 
grantede to the same fraternite. Providede alwayes that the 
saide S*‘vnts (not beyng a Brother) Shall not by colo^ of any 
thyng afore mencionede Shote in any of the sayde ingyns at 
any of the saide games or marks upon payn of forfayture of 
suche penalties as is expressed in the Kyngs Actes passed for 
that po^pose,” 
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Many sumpliiaiy edicts were in former times published by 
proclamation, regulating the material, colours, and decorations 
of the garments to be worn by people in different ranks of life‘ ; 
amongst the trimmings, the fur of various animals made a very 
distinguishing part, and were particularly appropriated * 

Finsbury and Moorfields. — The earliest records relating 
to Finsbury and Moorfields is in the reign of William the Con- 
queror, who gave to the Collegiate Church of St. Martin-le 
Grand all the moor land without Cripplegate. 

From a very early period the neighbourhood of Finsbury and 
Moorfields were the principal places of resort for the practice of 
Archery. Tn the latter place many changes were made before 
it was finally devoted to shooting, being at one time, as its name 
denotes, a moor, and but little better than a swamp, in whi(.*.h 
all manner of refuse was deposited for many years. 

All Ordinance was issued on the 12th of January, 1412, for 
the removal of the gardens in Moorfields.^ 

During the reign of Henry V., in the year 1415, we are told 
that in consecpience of the default of provision being made for 
the proper management of a certain watery and vacant piece 
of land called The Moor,” and of a latrine there, the cellars 
and dwelling-houses in many streets and lanes adjoining were 
overflowed, and much sickness arose from the horrible corrupt 
and infected atmosphere proceeding from the latrine. The 
Mayor and Aldermen, together with an immense congregation 
of many reputable men of the City, assembled in Common 
Council, at the Guildhall, on the 2nd of July, when it was 
stated that at divers times the moor had been changed into a 
garden, and at another time into a vacant piece of land, and so 
repeatedly altered and changed. It was then decided that the 
moor should be allotted and divided into different gardens, and 
let at a proper rent, and that the latrine should be removed ! { 

* Oi'ose’s Military Aiititpiities, Vol. I., p. 138. 

t Letter Bouk I, f. 111. 

J. Letter Book 1, i\ 102 (Latin). Hee Itiley’s Memoiiala of Loiulon, 
p. eu. 
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Moorfields.— On the 10th of October, 1497, the Court of 
Aldermen directed that the moor ground should be viewed, 
and a report made thereon.* Several writers state that in 
this year, Archery hfiving acquired so high an estimation in the 
Metropolis, all the gardens and orchards on the north side of 
Cbiswell Street, which had continued time out of mind, with- 
out Moorgate, were destroyed, and of them was made a large 
field, containing eleven acres eleven perches, for archers and 
other military citizens, to shoot in.-f Others corroborate this 
circumstance, and speak of them as the gardens and orchards 
about Chiswell Street and Finsbury .J On the *28th of July, 
1502, the Chamberlain was ordered to i>repa.ro a lease of the moor 
ground to William Cure ; and also of five acres lying beyond 
it.§ A subsequent Order, dated the 24th of January, 1512, 
directed that the Moorfields were to be levelled and a con- 
venient place provided for the doghouse of the common hunt, 
and the old one to be removed.]] On the 12th of February of 
the following year two Aldermen were appointed to inspect the 
ground and give orders to keep it clean, and no dirt or rubbish 
was to be put there any more.t The southern part of Moor- 
fields, known as Windmill Hill, was first raised by upwards of a 
thousand cartloads of bones from St. Faurs charnel-house, which 
were removed there in 1549, and was afterwards covered with 
dirt from the street and converted into a '‘laystalF’; three wind- 
mills were afterwards erected on the spot. Upper Moorfields 
was so called from the ground having been raised in a similar 
manner** 


Finsbury. — The Manor of Finsbury was in a much better 
state, and it was in “ ffynysbury felds ” that tlie famous annual 
competitions in shooting for prizes were generally held. 

liobert de Baldock, Prebendary of Haliwell and Finsbury, 

♦ Repertory, Vol. L, f. 28. t ilollingslied, Vol. 111., p. 7«5. 

J Stow, Hook IV., p. 54. Maitland, Vol. T., p]). 16, 219, 223. 

§ Repertory, Vol. I., f. 105. || hleni,Vol. II., f. 126. 

IT Letter Book X, f. 199. 

Maitland, Vol. II., p. 1,370. Shoi-editcdi, p. 161. 
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with the consent of the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul’s, on the 
22nd of May, 1315, granted to the Mayor and Commonalty 
of London, dl his right and claim in Mora de Halywell and 
Finsbury, at the yearly rent of twenty shillings.* 

On the 29th of January, 1512, three of the Aldermen were 
appointed “to spoke w‘ the Chaunceler of Powlys for ffynnes- 
bury felds.”'f 

There was evidently some disagreement between the parties 
even at this early period, as, on the 2nd of October, 1553, the 
Court of Aldermen decided to defend the suit against the 
Prebendary of St. Paul’s, Guy Wade, gentleman farmer, of the 
Manor of Finsbury, paying one-tliird of the costs.J 

A lease was afterwards granted to the Mayor and Commonalty 
by Fdward Moyle, Prebendary of Finsbury, dated the 14th of 
December, 1554, from Michaelmas following, for ninety years, 
at a rent of £39 13s. 4d. ; and, by indenture hearing date the 
16th of Febmary, 1568, John Spcndlowc, then Prebendary of 
Haliwell and Finsbury, granted and let to farm tlie same for 
the term of seventy years, from the expiration of the term 
made in the former lease. It was at the same time agreed that 
the said Prebendary, for and in consideration ol twenty fodder 
of lead, given by the said Mayor and Commonalty towards the 
repairs of St. Paid’s Cathedral, should grant them an additional 
term of seventy years at the same rent.§ 

The first mention of archers mustering in Finsbury Fields 
occurs in the reign of Henry VIII., on the 2nd of April, 1520, 
when the Court of Aldermen ordered that the Bowmen should 
mualier there on the following Tuesday afternoon. |1 On the 
12th of October, 1549, the Chamberlain was ordered to pay the 
trumpeter and two drummers five shillings ** for their reward 
touching their pains taken at the muster of the hamessmen 
yesterday in Moorfields— that is to say, to each of them twenty- 
pence.” IT 


* Maitland, Vol. 11., p. 1,369. t Repertoiy, Vol. IT., f. 128. 

t Repertory, Vol. XIIL, f. 207. 

§ Maitland, Vol. II., p. 798. Highmore, p. 288. 

II Repertory, Vol. V., f. 278'* H Idem. Vol. Xll., f. 153. 
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The following year a meeting of a very different sort was 
threatened. On the 25th of Septemher, 1550, the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen wrote to inform the Privy Council * that, upon 
the dispersion of the garrisons beyond the seas and other parts 
of the realm, a number of soldiers had come to the city, and 
that, unless speedy means were taken to remove them to the 
country, there would be a disturbance, as they said they could 
and would not work, and if they could not obtain at the King’s 
hands what they expected, in consideration of their long service 
to him and his predecessors, they would form themselves into 
companies, and meet together in some place, and set upon the 
citizens and their houses, and take their share of booty and 
spoil that they could, lay hands on, and then depart from the 
city, and would not then care if ten thousand men come 
after them. They also say that if something is not ordered 
according to their (jxpectations, they will turn all England up- 
side down at their pleasure ; and further state, that they have 
appointed Finsbury Fields as their place of mustei’. The Cor- 
poration, therefore, begged the Privy Council that speedy steps 
might be taken to prevent it, which was probably done, as no 
further mention is made of the affair. 

During the reigns of Henry VIII. and Elizabeth “ feats of 
shooting,” or open competitions for archers, were held frccpiently, 
indeed, probably, annually, in Finsbury Fields, when prizes 
were awarded to the best marksmen. They generally took 
place in the months of July, August, or September ; and notice 
of the event was given by the Txtrd Mayor previously by pro- 
clamation. On the Kith of September, 1572, the Court- of 
Aldermen decided that the charges and costs of the game of 
shooting should be home by the Sheriffs, instead' of the Lord 
Mayor, as had been customary in olden times.f 

The first of these meetings on record is that held on the 13th 
of September, 1521. The following is the form of Proclamation* 
generally issued by the Lord Mayor on such occasions : — f 


* Jorimal, Vol. XVI., f. 91. 

t Eepeitory, Vol. XVII., f. 367. t Journal, Vol. XII., f. 134. 
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** A PllOCLAMACON FOR ShOOTINGE IN FfYNNESBURYE FfELDE. 

“BY THE MAIER. 

“ My Lorde Maier and my M”- the Aldermen of the Cite of 
London callinge to theme remembraunce the manyfolde benefits 
and comodities that have comen to this realme by the feate of 
archerie and showtinge in the longe bo we and wherby (God be 
thanked) this saide Ilealrae hathe ever in tyme heretofore past 
ben defended against tlie cruell mallice and daunger of ontwarde 
enymycs. And so from thensfiirthe (God willinge) slialbe for 
ever, which saide feate of showtinge evye good true Englishe 
man is natiirallie boimden to maynteyiie supporte and upholde 
to the best of his power, and to thin tent that the saide feate of 
archerie shulde be the better maynteyned and npholdcn to 
incorage the Kings subiects more and more to use and exerciise 
the same, My saide Lorde Maier and M™ the Aldermen have 
appointed and fullie concluded That on Sondaie come sevenights 
which shall)e the xxix^‘* daie of this present monethe of August 
shalbe a severall game of showtinge in the felde called tfyness- 
burie feld at ij of the clocke at afternone. And who will come 
thither and take a longe bowc in his hande havinge the stan- 
darde thcrin therefore provyded, and fairest drawethe clensiest 
deliverethe and farthest of grounde shootithe shall have for 
the best Game a Crowne of golde of the value of xlij**- iiij^- or 
xiij®' iiij**’ in money therefore. And for the seconde game of tlie 
said Standarde he shall liave a Crowne of Golde of the value of 
x“* or X®* in money therefore. And for the third game of the 
saide Standarde he shall have another Crowne of Golde of the 
value of yj“ viij^* or yj®- viij^- in money therefore. And for the 
best game of the bearinge aiTowe he shall have an arrowe of 
golde of the value of xiij“* iiij^‘ or xiij®* iiij'^’ in money therefore. 
And for the seconde game of the saide Arrowe he shall have 
another Arrowe of Golde of the value of x«- or x®- in money 
therefore. And for the thirde game of the saide Arrowe he shall 
have one other Arrowe of Golde of the value of vj\ viij**- or 
vjg- viij*^ in money therefore. And for the best game of the 
flight he shall have a flight of golde of the value of x®. or x®* in 
money therefore. And for the seconde game of the saide flight 
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he shall have a flight of golde of the value of viij®* or viij**- in 
money therefore. And for the thirde game of the saide flighte he 
shall have a flight of golde of the value of yj**' or vj®- in money 
therefore. And God saue the Kinge and Quene.” 

No person was allowed to approach near enough to be in 
danger of any shot, or stand within twenty yards of any of the 
stakes appointed for marks. Ignorance of the rules was not 
accepted as an excuse, and a trumpet was blown before each 
sliot as a warning. 

The above l*roclamation was made in the reign of Philip and 
Mary, in 1 557 ; * and similar ones were issued in the reign of 
Elizabeth, in 1504, + 158*), t 1589 ;§ and on the 19lh of August, 
1 59(3, notice was al§o given of a meeting on Wednesday, the 
80th of August, at two o’clock, the prize for the best game being 
a standard of gold, worth 1 8s. 4d. or the value in money. || 

1539. — An interesting account of a muster of the City forces 
before Henry VIII., on the 8th of May, 1589, gives the follow- 
ing description of the proceedings : — IF 

The king having been “lately informed by his trusty and 
faithful friends, that the cankered and venomous serpent Paul, 
Bishop of Pome, by that archtraitor lieynold Pole, enemy to 
God’s word and his own natural country, had moved, excited and 
stirred divers great primjes and ])otcntates of Christendom,” not 
only to invade the kingdom, but by fire and sword to destroy 
the whole nation. 

Whereupon the king personally without delay took steps to 
have the coast fortified, and the Navy prepared for sea, and 


* Joiuiial, Vol. XVil., f. 40. and Letter J^ook S, ff. 1 17, 14S. 
t Journal, Vol. XVIIT., f. 250b. J Letter Book Z, f. 2HS. 

§ Journal, Vol. XXII., f. 315. || Ltdter Book A A, f. (W. 

1 The True Order, Conduct, and Cause of the Muster which was made 
and showed before the Most High, Nohle, and Puissant Prince, King 
Henry VIII. hy the Citizens of London, the 8tl» of May, in the thirty-tirst 
year of his most noble and prosperous reign. MS. Ctiildhall Uhrary, and 
Jouiiial, Vol. XIV„ f. 166. Stow describes this as occurring in 1532, which 
is an error. See St ry pe's Stow, Book V., p. 451 ; .‘jee also Grafton’s Chronicle , 
l)p. 1240-42. 
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issued commissions to have the people mustered, and all harness 
and weapons viewed so that everything should be in readiness. 
Amongst others a Commission was sent to the Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen to certify the number of men in the City between 
21 and 60, and the number of harness and weapons. The Cor- 
poration were informed that the king's Highness “ of his most 
gentle nature and loving affection that he bare his City and 
Chamber of London ” would take the pains to see them muster, 
and so they decided that only able persons who had white 
harness with white coats, bows and aiTOws, halberds, bills, or 
poleaxes, and none others should appear, except such as bare 
“moryse pykes” or hand-goimes, and white coats, and caps 
with feathers, and white hose cleanly shod. 

Then every man of substance provided himself with a coat 
of silk, and garnished their bassciietts with turbes of silk, &c. 
Some had their harness and poleaxes gilt, and breastplates 
covered with silver bullion; the meaner sort had coats of white 
cotton, with the arms of the City before and behind. The 
Wyflelei’s and Minstrels were all in white, and so were the 
Standard-bearers, \vho were the tallest men in every ward, and 
carried thirty new standards, witli the arms of the City thereon. 
Every Alderman inspected the men of his ward to see that they 
all had swords and daggers. 

Before six in the morning, they mustered in the common 
field between Mileiid and Whitechapel, and all tlie gonnes, 
pikes, archers and billmen were collected into separate bodies 
and divided into three parts. It was a grand thing to be- 
hold, for all the fields from Wliitechapel to Milend and 
from Bethnals Green to Katcliff and Stephney were covered 
with men in bright harness and glistening weapons. About 
eight o’clock they marched out of the fields, thirteen pieces of 
light ordnance, carried on carts, Avith powder and stone, leading 
the way. These were followed by the two other divisions or 
battles, each consisting of a third of the pikes, archers, and 
billmen, and marched through the City to Westminster, where 
the king and all the nobility stood and beheld them as they 
passed through the Great Sanctuary at Westminster, round 
St. James’s Park into a great field, so that the king, standing in 
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his gatehouse at Westminster could sec them all. And the 
great goniies and hand-gonnes when discharged shook very ter- 
ribly. They returned through Ilolborn and Choapside, where 
they did not arrive until about five o’clock. 

The Fields for Archery. — ^The citizens of London appear 
always to have been well disposed towards the practice of 
Archcry, in which they received every encouragement, more 
especially during the reigns of Henry VIII. and Elizabeth. 
The fields which they were in the habit of using extended to 
Islington, Hoxton and Shoreditcli, and they were Uccustomed to 
iix butts and targets there to shoot at. But as the inhabitants 
of those villages increased in number, they enclosed their grounds, 
wliich had been common fields, and thereby prevented the 
practice of Archery. Tliis produced a serious contest, amount- 
ing (according to Grafton’s Chronicles; to an insurrection, in the 
year 1514, in which the citizens practising Archery, tenacious of 
what they had long enjoyed as a right, assemlded and destroyed 
all the fences.* 

As Loudon increased and land became more valuable, great 
difficulty was experienced in keeping such large tracts of laud 
open for the purpose of shooting, and it is not surprising that 
the owners did all in their power to make the best use of their 
property, and threw every obstacle in the way of the Archers 
by removing their butts, and trying by means of hedges and 
ditches to drive them elsewhere. For many years they were 
unsuccessful. Archery being considered of sucli importance as a 
means of defence, that for the benefit of the nation at large it 
was always encouraged, and private interests had to suffer. 

In 1561, Elizabeth found it necessary to issue Letters Patent, 
dated the 26th of November, in which, after reciting the laudable 
Statutes and Proclamations formerly made for the maintenance 
of Archery and Artillery, whereby the defence and safety of the 
realm had been greatly strengthened against foreign powers ; 
and that as shooting could not then be so well carried out in 
consequence of persons having land about the City attempting 


* Ohaniberlain, p. 183. Maitknd, Vol. I., p. 223. Stow’fi Cluon., p. 902, 
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to enclose it for their own advantage, without respect to others, 
and had thereby prevented the profitable exercise of shooting in 
such fields and closes as time out of mind had been used for 
that purpose, but liad made banks, hedges and ditches, and 
removed the old marks, to hinder and discourage the exercise. 
The Queen being also informed that there would probably grow 
a great strait and want of room about the City, causing Archery 
to hill into disuse, and that other kinds of unlawful games to 
which many were inclined, “but which shall not in anywise be 
suffered.” 

Her Majesty therefore appointed Commissioners to survey all 
such ground within two miles’ radius of any pair of the City and 
suburbs which had formerly been used for shooting, and Inive it 
restored to the same condition it was in at the beginning of the 
reign of Henry VIII., at the cost of the owners, and within siicli 
time as they shouhl think jiroper. All wlio resisted their 
authority wei’e to be fined or iuiprisomal until tbny conformed 
to their orders.* 

In April, 1665, the citizens petitioned tlio King to graut 
a Commission, as formerly had been done, to ’prevent the marks 
being destroyed, as the farmers not only did tins, but also set 
dogs at them and were very insolent. Their recpiest was granted, 
and a Commission ordered to be prepared, but there is no tviuio. 
of one to be found in the Patent ItolIs.*f* 

The Artillerv Garden. — A piece of ground was set aside at 
an early period for the use of shooting, which afterwards became 
famous as the Artillery Garden. It was originally a lloinan 
Station and used by them as a field of Mars, for training the 

* Shiiilur Patents were issued by Elizabetli, dat<*d 2:iid Ajnil. loTo, 
and 20tli Angnsi, 151)0; also by James I., dated 1st February, 1005, and 
Charles I., dated 20tli December, 1632. The copies of the Patents of 
Janies I. and Charles L, given by Blackwell in liis Military Discipline, 
1720, and by Highmore in his History of the Company, 1804, state that 
they were for the encouragement “of our Ancient Artillery (\mipany”; 
and these two Patents have consequently frecpiently been quoted as con- 
hnniug the Charter of the Company; but in the Original Bolls no niention 
is made of the Company by name. See Appendix C. 

t Domestic (Chas. II.), Vol. CXVIIL, No. 101, Sec Appendix C. No. 6- 
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British as well as the Roman youth, in the exercise of Arms.* * * § It 
was afterwards a part of Lolesworth, or Spital-Fields, and the 
upi)er part of it was a Roman cemetery. After the establishment 
of the Christian Church it became part of the foundation of the 
convent of St. Mary Spittle, which was founded in 1197, but 
was surrendered afterwards to Henry VIII. It was a spacious 
enclosure, called TasselVs Close, “f from the tassel wliicli was 
planted there for the use of the clothworkcrs, by whom it was 
iised for raisiu^^ the knap on cloth, and cai'diii}]; wool. 

A Writ was issued by Edward II., dated 30th of May, 132G, 
from Saltwood, near Hythe, in Kent, to the Mayor and Sheriffs 
of Loudon, forbidding the exportations of teasels and fullers’ 
earth — “ desire that none of the thistles that in English are 
called taseles, and no fullers’ earth shall be carried out of the 
kingdom.” I The ground was afterwards let to the Crossbow 
Makers, where they used to shoot at the game of popinjay. 

Thk Fraternity of AimLLKKY.— In 1537, William Major, 
the last Prior of the Convent of St. Mary Spittle, gave a lease 
of this ground for thrice ninety-nine years for the use and 
practice of great and small artillery. § 

The Charter granted by Henry VIII. to the Fraternity of 
Artillery, or Gunners of the Tower, appointed this field to be 
their place of exercise, the lease being held by Sir William 
Pelham, Lieutenant of the Ordnance. This Charter was after- 
wards delivered to Lord Burghley, Lord Treasurer to Elizabeth, 
and appears to have been lost. 

This Fraternity of Artillery in Great and Small Ordnance” 
must not be confounded with the “ Fixiternity or Guild of St. 
George,” as the Artillery Company was then called, although 
they were at first so closely associated ; both being incorporated 
in the same year, and using the same ground in common for 
their exercise. 

* Ltilaiid’s Collect., Vol. I., p. 61. Ellis’s Siioreclitch, pp. 156-9. 

t IStow, Vol. L, Book II., pp. 96, 97. Maitlaml, Vol. IL, p. 79S. 

t Letter Book E, f. 168 (Latin).- See Riley’s Memorials of LoiMon, 
pp. 1.50, 1.51. 

§ Domestic (Jas, 1.), Vol. CLIX., No. 97. 
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William Thomas, the Master-Gunner of England, was very 
active in trying to maintain the powers and reputation of these 
“ Gunners of the Tower,” by which name they were then 
generally known. All the men who came there to learn were 
solemnly sworn not to teach any foreigner or alien this art, nor 
to serve any foreign prince, without the leave or commandment 
of the King of England, their sovereign Lord.* 

In 1581, in a petition to the Queen, he states that the Gun- 
ners of the Tower of London, and the Navy, which they supplied, 
were almost the only gunners in the kingdom skilful in the 
science and knowledge of shooting with great ordnance. The 
Navy required eight hundred gunners to complete it for service, 
but fourscore able men could not be found to supply tlieir 
place ; o.nd when one of the Queen’s ships of 400 tons was re- 
quired for service, thirty-six gunners were wanted, amongst 
whom six able men could not be found, as they were all pressed 
men and altogether unskilful. To reform this state of things 
he suggested that the Master-Gunner of the Kingdom, with four 
of the most experienced gunners in the Tower, should have 
powers to send deputies to the princiiml seaport towns, viz., 
Falmouth, Plymouth, Dartrnontli, Lyme, Bristol, Chichester, 
Poole, Portsmouth, Berwick, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Hull, 
Boston, and Yarmouth ; and that they should be empowered to 
test the skill of persons, and take charge as master-gunner of 
any ship. A Eegister ought also to be kept of all (qualified 
persons, and licences granted to them to continue in their posts, 
so that no one could serve on any ship as master-gunner 
without a certificate. He also proposed that for the future 
every ship of 60 tons and upwards should carry two gunners, 
100 tons four gunners, and one gunner for every additional 
60 tons. 

At Michaelmas every year all the gunners were to be re- 
quired to appear at the Tower, and give in their names, and 

* Strype’s Stow, Book tl., pp. 96, 97. Stow gives a long and interesting 
account oS the Ordnance Office and the various offices at the Tower, Vol. I., 
pp. 104-8 
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afterwards assemble in tlic Artillery Garden upon an ap- 
pointed day, and in the presence of the Master-Gunner prove 
their Icnowledge and cunning in the use of great and small 
ordnance.* 

1582. — The following year, the Master-Gnnner, William 
Thomas, drew up a number of articles similar to the proposition 
above quoted, showing tlie want of trained .artillery men, and the 
neccvssity for the incorporation of a Company of Gunners ; this 
he followed up with a summary of wdiat the pro])osed charter 
should contain and confer, wdiich was almost identical with the 
one granted to tlie Artillery Company, and evideiilly copied 
from it ; lait ho does not seem to have been successful in his 
endeavours, and, after liaving long sought for an opportunity 
to appeal to tlie Privy (Council in pci*sou without success, he 
])resent(Hl liis reasons in writing, praying that tlie Charter 
granted to the Fraternity of Artillery by Henry VIII. might 
be confirmed, wuth certain needful additions.^ 

Captains of the Artillery Garden.— During the long reign 
of Elizabeth, the City having been greatly troubled, and charged 
with continual musters and training of soldiers, many gallant, 
active, and forward citizens, who had had experience, both at 
lionuj and abroad, voluntarily enrolled themselves in the (com- 
pany in 1 585, and trained up others for the wars, so that within 
the s])acc of two years there were about three luindred mer- 
chants, and others of like quality, very sufficient and skilful, 
to train and teach common soldiers tlie man.ageincnt of their 
pieces, pikes, and halberds; to march, couriterinarcli, and ring; 
who, for their own perfecting in military affairs and dis- 
cipline, met every Thursday in the year, practising all usual 
points of war, and every man, by turns, bare office, from the 


* IJomestic (15liz.), Vol. CXLVII., No8. 94, 95; See Appendix D, Nos. 
1 and 2. 

t Idem, Vol. CLVIT., Nos. 40, 41 , and 42. See A})pcmlix 1), No.s. 3, 4 and 5. 
flowe’a Continuation of Stow, pp. 699, 700, and Strype’s Stow, Book 11., 
pp. 9G, 97. Maitland, Vol. II., p. 798. 

VOL. I. 
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Corporal to the Captain. Some of them afterwards, in the 
dangerous year 1588, had charge of men in the great camp at 
Tilbury, and were generally calleci Captains of the Artillery 
Garden.* 

1585-88. — Very important services were rendered to Queen 
Elizabeth by the Company at this critical period ; when the 
storm which liad gathered in Spain, and threatened the entire 
destruction of the government and constitution of England, 
called forth all the active energies of the people. Divers citizens 
of London, who were members of this Company in 1585, were 
chosen from it, and, to their great lionour, were appointed, by 
order of the (Jueeii in Council, to the rank of officers in several 
parts of the kingdom ; and it was by their care ami indciati- 
gable application that the Trained Bands in most parts ol‘ the 
country were put into a good state of defenco.f 

Tiik City Eouces. — The City of London, at the same time, 
not less mindful of the common safety (the more effectually to 
prevent any sudden and traitorous attempts of the enemies to 
the Government in favour of the Spaniards), framed some regu- 
lations, in 1586, for I’Cgistering all citizens capable of service, 
and dividing them into companies, divisions, and sectioTis, and 
appointed places of rendezvous. They also established day and 
night watches, and took other precautions, which wore submitted 
to the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, Aldermen, and such other grave 
persons in the City as tliey chose to assist them. Edmund York, 
a gentleman, who had acquired great knowledge of tactics by 
service in the Low Countries, formed, at the desire of the Privy 
Council, a more enlarged and methodical arrangement for mar- 
slialling and ordering the military forces of the City, which bears 
date Marcji, 1 588.J 

1591. — The first Order in (youncil relating to the Company is 
dated from Whitehall, the 20th of November, 1591, and is 


* Strype’s Stow, Vol. II., Book V., p. 457. 
t Highmore, ]>. 49; Maitland, Vol. II., }>. 1,226. 

Maitlaml, \'ol. IJ., pp. 1,226-31 ; Strvpe*s Stow, Book X., ])]>. 45.3-6, 
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addressed to the T.ord Mayor of London and his brethren, 
requiring, as^ the Artillery Yard belonging to the City was 
made for the training of young gentlemen in L( 3 ndon, and had 
been lately discontinued, that the same was to be forthwith 
renewed, it being a matter of importance for the common 
weal.* 


1591). — A letter from the Lords of the Council, dated from the 
Court at Richmond, 31st October, 1596, to the Lord Mayor, states 
that directions had l)een given to the Lieutenants of the mari- 
time and inland counties to have in readiness a number of men 
well aniifid, to protect the havens and places of de-scent on the 
coast, and directed the City to ])rovido 3,000 men, to be sent to 
tlie Lieutenants of the counties of Kent and Essex, if the enemy 
sliould attempt to land their forces in thosti counties; and that 
the forces to be raised should l)e put into handsy to be led by 
sonie of the principal gentlemen of the City. With every 
thousand foot one hundred pioneers were to be furnished, with 
intrenching tools ; also a good supply of powder, lead, matches, 
provisions, and carts, with small nags to carry their arms, &c.. 
also a reasonable number of hoiscinen, with lances, staves, oi 
pctronels. These were to be furnished Adth all diligence, 
as her Majesty had been credibly informed that the Xing of 
Spain, moved with the shame and disgrace done to him in his 
own kingdom liy Her Majesty’s Army in the enterprise at 
Calais, had resolved to take some speedy revenge, and had made 
great preparation of sliipping and forces at Lisbon and other 
parts of Spain for that purpose.f 

On the 3rd of Hovemher, 1596, the Lord May{)r wrote to the 
Council, praying them to reconsider their demands, and alleging 
that in the year 1588, the (Jity only furnished 1,000 hieu out of 
the 1 0,000 ordered to be sent by them to Tilbury, the citizens 
being very dissatisfied, seeing no fruit at all nor any part of 
the principal of £19,000, spent by them in the late successful 


* Council Register, Eliz., Vol. X., p. 69. 

t Remenibrancia, Vol. II., No. 56. See Motley’ti United Netlierlands 
Vol. III., chap. 32, pp. 367-421. 
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expedition to Calais * But the Council replied, on the 8th No- 
vember, directing them, l)oing the chief city of the whole realm, 
and in wealth far exceeding many of tlie rest, to raise 10,000 
men as they did in 1588, well armed, to assist tlie forces, in 
Kent and Essex, in tlie deience of the coast.-(“ 

Upon which the Corporation gave certain reasons to induce 
a rebatemcnt of the number of ships and trained soldiers required, 
to the number supplied in 15884 

1597. — The Queen, by Letters Patent, dated the 8tli of June, 
1597, appointed certain Commissioners to ascertain the l)ounda- 
ries of the City of London, and the Tower, and to report tlie 
same by the 20tli of I)ecember.§ 

1598. — The defeat of the Armada restored these active citi- 
zens to their civil rights and occupations, and they discontinued 
the frequent exercises which they had so long practised ; but the 
Artillery Company continued to thrive during the reiiiaining 
years of the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; for many of the nobility, 
the Lord Mayor, and most of the Aldermen, and all the com- 
manders and commissioned olficcrs of the Trained Hands and 
Auxiliaries, exercised arms in the Artillery Garden, the whole 
Company consisting, in 1598, of six liundred men.|| 

IGOO. — In April, 1600, the Lord Mayor applied to the Privy 
Council for permission to appoint a competent number of dis- 
creet freemen to be instructed “how to use themselves and their 
weapons in warlike manner,” so as to be able to lead the rest 
for the defence of the City .If 

1601. — On the 6th of January, 1601, the Queen issued a warrant 
for levying 500 men from the Trained Bands, to be armed and 
provisioned at the expense of Her Majesty, for em})loyment in 


* Remeiubnincia, Vol. II., No. 58. f Idem, No. Cl. J Idem, No.l40. 
§ TaniKjr MSS., Vol. Kib (Miscellaneous, No. 1), p. 24. Hodleiaii 
Library. 

II Highmore, p. 50. IT llemcmbiuncia, Vol. 11., No. 173. 
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Ireland, on account of tlie invasion of that kingdom by the 
Spaniards; and the following day orders were received for them 
to embark at Bristol.* 

The Trained Bands had plenty of employment at this 
time, both within the City as well as abroad. On lire 30th of 
June the Aldermen ordered that the City Captains should bo 
paid £200 for themselves and their officers, for their services 
within the City during the rebellion of the Earl of Essex.f 

licincnilinuHMa, Vol. II., Xns. IS.") ami 1S(). 
t I \ (‘pert or V, V"()l. 25, \\ 247. 
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CHAVTER III. 

PROGRESS OP THE CO.MJ^AXY DURING THE REIGN OF 

JAMES J. 

FROM 1603 TO 1625. 

CoKiKxrs. — Petition of Bowyors and Fletchers. — Revival of ^lililary 
Exercises hy the (^oiu|)any. — The Ariiitairers’ C.Vnupany. — Nuinher 
limited to 250.-'- U]»])eriiiost Field in Kinslairy j^^rauled for their use, 
1014. — Increased to 500 hy Privy Council. — (^apt. Panton's Disjmli*, 
1010. — His Appeals to Privy t«ouneil. — !Mast(‘r Gunilfcr claims Artillery 
Garden. — C^ijit. I’anton's Case referred to Lord Justice and otheis.-- 
Tlieir Report thereon, 1019. — Ca]>t. Binj^hnm elected rico Pant on. — 
First Grant to Company hy CV)r}»oration, 1020. — Artillery Yard at 
Colchester. — Tlu^ Musters in Fiiishurv and St. Janu‘s’s Fi(jlds.- -The 
Disputed Rijj[ht to the Artillery Garden. — Petition of Lieiilenant of 
Or«lnarice to the Kinj^s 1 024. 

DuKliJG the last four years of the long reign of Elizabeth, and 
for nearly two years after James J. liad succeeded to the tlirone, 
little or nothing remains to show the condition of the Company. 

1604. — On the 6th of December, 1604, tlie Lord Mayor wrote 
to the Lord High Treasurer, and Lord Chancellor, enclosing a 
petition from the Howyors and Fletchers, "and other poor 
companies belonging to Archery/* complaining of the groat 
disorders and abuses wlucli, by reason of certain Letters Hateiit 
formerly granted under a pretence of maintaining the exercise 
of shooting, there were daily unlawful games in common bowl- 
ing alleys. They were informed that the Patent w^as about 
to be renewed to Mr, Cornwallis, "a Tromeporter ** of His 
Majesty's household, who had exhibited a petition in the names 
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of tlic poor companies, in favour of tlie renewal, entirely without 
their consent. These games were daily resorted to, especially 
by the younger sort and apprentices, the result being beggary 
and ruin to many citizens who used and frequented such places. 
They therefore humbly desired their Lordships with their usual 
consideration for the well-being of the City to prevent the said 
betters being passed under the Great Seal until His Highness 
had been informed of the inconvenience and abuses thereof.* * * § 

IbOo. — But they were unsuccessful in their endeavours, for, 
on the 1st of February, the King granted a Patent, ‘confirming 
those granted by Elizabeth for preserving the fields about Lon- 
don for archery, and in precisely similar Lerms.f 

IGIO. — Stow mentions that in this year Philip Hudson, a 
Lieutenant in the Company, Thomas Laverock, Jlobert Iluglics, 
Samuel Avtliois, liobert Greenhurst, and divers other members, 
took active measures to revive the practice of the militi\ry 
exercises and discipline which had apparently been much 
neglected for some years past.J 

This fact is partly borne out by the Great Vellum Book, the 
earliest record the Company now possesses, which commences in 
this year, and contains all the above names, but in some cases 
the orthography diQers. 

1G12. — In this year they applied to the Privy Coumal for 
permission to assemble, so as to prevent all future miscoiistruc- 
tiou of their honest intentions and actions there; and undertook, 
at their own private charge, to have a weekly exercise after the 
modern and best fashion and instruction then in use ; and in 
order to encourage tlic iiracticc of the art they erected a hand- 
some armoury, and furnished it with several sorts of arms of 
such extraordinary beauty, fashion, and goodness for service, as 
were hardly to be matched elsewhere.§ 

* Kenicmbraiicia, Yul. IT.. No. 240. 

t See pp. 20, 30, and Appendix C, No. 4. 

t Howe’s Stow, i>p. 900, 007, and Strype’s Stow, Book V., pp. 456, 457. 

§ Idem, p. 457. Highmore, pp. 54, 55. 
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The Privy Council granted their request on the 3rd of July, 
and issued au Order of that date stating that a petition having 
been presented to them by divers citizens of London, declaring 
that the example of other flourishing cities and states in foreign 
parts, together with certain worthy citizens who had hitherto 
exercised arms, had moved the petitioners with like zeal and affec- 
tion to do His Majesty and their country service by applying 
themselves to some laudable exercise to improve their knowledge 
and experience in the use of arms. And in order to avoid incur- 
ring any danger of infringing the laws for the restraint of armed 
assemblies, they applied to the Council for permission to exercise 
arms and be instructed in military discipline in the Artillery 
Garden, or any other convenient place in or near tlie city, under 
such commanders and officers as they should chose. Their 
Lordships havbig considered their request, and being informed 
by the Eecordcr that they were men of good means and well 
aQected, and that tlie Lord Mayor and Aldermen approved of 
their endeavours, saw no objection to tlieir being trained by 
Captain Edward Panton, ^ or such others as were thought fit to 
instruct them ; and that, subject to the approval of the Lord 
Mayor, tliey might admit any citizens to the Company, and 
chose any officers, provided their number did not exceed 250."|* 
On the 8th of December the Captain and President of 
the Society practising arms in the Artillery Garden, near 
Ijondon, applied to the Armourers to grant them the use 
of their Hall, kitclien, and other offices, for their feasts and 
other general assemblies, and also for holding their Courts at 
such times as they required. The Society not only offered to 
pay to the Masters and Wardens of the Company any reason- 


* Cax>t. Edward Panton (?) was a comiiion adventurer, who, finding the 
trade of evidence so successfully earned on by Oates, Bedloe, Dugdale, and 
other desperate characters, seemed to have been tletemiined not to remain idle 
vrhile so much good employment might be obtained at the tiifling expense 
of a few false oaths. He’ made a large fortune by gambling, and acquired 
property on wbicli he built Panton Street and Square, in the neighbour- 
hood of Leicester Fields. (Caulfield’s ^lemoirs of Remarkable Pei-sons, 
pp. 238, 239.) 

t Domestic (Jas, I.), Vol. LXX., No. 3. See Appendix B, No. 2. 
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able consideration, but also promised to provide and furnish 
themselves with all manner of provisions, such as brass, pewter, 
spits, linen, plate, and all other necessaries, and to make ample 
satisfaction for all manner of goods, implements and necessaries, 
and household stuff belonging to the Armourers, which should 
be spoiled or defaced at any time by them or their servants. 

The Masters, Wardens and Assistants, after duly considering 
their offer, and being desirous to comply with their request as 
far as possible, granted their application for the yearly rent 
of 6s. 8d., to be paid quarterly viz. 40s. for the use of 
the Fraternity of Armourers, and 26s. 8d. to the Beadle, for 
his attendance and pains at every meeting of the Governors 
and Assistants of the Society. They might therefore have free 
use of the Hall (except at such times as it was required by tlic 
Armourers themselves), on giving six days’ notice beforehand. 
This agreement was to remain in force for one year, and as 
long after as the Masters and Wardens of the Armourers’ Com- 
pany should think fit.* 

1613. — On the 6th of May, Sir Thomas Lowe, and others, the 
Committee appointed by the Court of Aldermen for Martial 


* Court Book (1559-1021) of Armourers’ Company, pi>. 727, 728. 

Note. — Tlie Armourei's’Commiiy was ineor[)o rated Ly Jlenry V f on tin* 8th 
of Alay, 1432, under tlie title of “The Masters, tVardei is, ami Ihv.thien and 
Sisters of the Fraternity or (luild of Saint (leuigc, of llie men of Hit' Mystery 
of Armourers of the City of London.^’ It was eontirmed hy .fames I. on 
29tlit>f 8cptoml»e.r, 1019, and hy Janies II. on 12tli of May, lOSti (sec Charters 
of City Companies, pp. 87-92, in Bccord Office, Ouihlhall). (^iiecii Anne, on 
l7th of June, 1708, gave them a new charter as the Armourers imd Braziers, 
They established themselves on the site where their Hall now stands, at the 
corner of London Wall and Coleman Street, in 1428. 

There appears to have been another Guihl of St. George, mention being 
made of one in the King^s Book of Payments between April, 1509, and 
April, 1515, in which entries seveml times appeiir for the payment of 
13s. 4d. to the “ Fraternity of Saint GeoigcV Guihl,” in some cases with the 
word “ Southwark” after it ; hut there is nuthiiig to show what Guihl this 
was, or on what account the payments were made. See Printed Calender, 
State Papers, Domestic (Henry VIII.), Vol. II., Port II., pp. 1,441-71; 
also a duplicate copy in the British Museum, Additional MSS., No. 21,481. 
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Business within the City, reported to the Court that they 
had elected and chosen Kichard Moms, Captain, and Peter 
Hudson to be Lieutenant, of the Society practising Arms 
in the Artillery Garden, of whose election the Court ap- 
proved.* 

The Court directed the Chamberlain, on the Gth of July, to 
pay forthwith to Captain Edward Panton the sum of £40, and 
to Richard Morris, and Philip Hudson, Lieutenant, the sum of 
twenty.niarks apiece, as the free gift of the Court, for tlieir care 
and pains taken with the Society practising Arms in the Artillery 
Garden, and for the better supporting and encouraging of the 
said Society 

1(*)14. — The Society of Anns in the Artillery Garden, near 
London, presented a petition, on the 1 0th of February, desiring, for 
some reasons therein expressed, to have some convenient place 
assigned to them witliin the City, to exercise in, and likewise 
some safe place appointed for the custody of their armour and 
munitions. Whereupon a committee of the Aldermen was ap- 
pointed to meet forthwith and take into consideration the said 
petition, and confer with the committee for letting the lands 
and tenements belonging to Gresham College, for a lit place to 
keep their armour and munitions in, and to certify to the Court 
in writing of their having done so.J 

The Committee presented their repq^t, dated Monday, the 11th 
of May, to the Court of Aldermen on the following day, stating 
that the Society practising Arms in the Artillery Garden had 
applied for a convenient place for exercise, &c., and, after mature 
consideration, they came to the conclusion that, for the con- 
tinuance of so commendable an exercise, so worthily undertaken 
for the honour of this City by the gentlemen of the said Society, 
they thought that the uppermost field near Finsbury was the 
most convenient place for the exercise of arms that the City 
afforded, in which place (if it appeared unto the Court that the 
said exercise might be continued without hurt or danger of 


* Repertory, Vol. XXXI., Part I., f. 04. t Idem, f. 125. 

Idem, Vul. XXXI., Part II., f. 258, 
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passengers) they earnestly desired that his Lordship atid the 
Court would be pleased to grant them the use of the said field 
for the practice of arms during the good liking of his Lordship 
and the honourable Court. 

The report, being openly read, “ was well liked and allowed 
of,” and ordered to be in all things observed accordingly.* 

Upon" the humble petition of Captain Richard Morris and 
Rliilip Hudson; Lieutenant, the Court of Aldermen, on the 24th 
of September, ordered the Chamberlain to pay them £2() 13s. 4d. 
each, as a gift from the Court in regard of their pains taken in 
tlie instnicting and training the youth of the City in military 
discipline, and for their l)etter encouragement to continue the 
same ; the allowance to.be paid to them yearly during the pleasure 
of the Court.f 

On the 16th of November the Compnny presented a petition to 
tlie Court of Aldcirmen, reciting that, on the 3rd of July, 1612, 
it had jjleased the Lords of His Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy 
Council, in their honorable and worthy disposition towards their 
exercise, and for the reviving of the jnactice of arms, to license 
and authorise the petitioners, for their better experience in the 
use of arms, to train in any place in or near the City, so as 
their number should not exceed 250. This number was now 
complete, and although divers of tlie better sort of citizens of 
the best means and quality were desirous to be admitted into 
the Company, for their better instructing in military discipline, 
they could not safely receive them into their Company with- 
out danger of incurring a contempt of their Lordships’ Order. 
They therefore humbly pi*ayed the Court would be pleased, for 
the advancement of this worthy exercise, to recommend their 
humble petition unto the Council, that their Company might 
be augmented to such a competent iiiimber as their Lordships 
should think convenient; and that none should be admitted 
but such as were known to be of good means, and soundly 
and religiously affected to the King and State, and approved 
of by the Court of Aldermen. Whereupon the Court, much 

* Repertory, Vol. XXXI., Part II., f. 313, aiul Letter Book EE, f. 242. 
t Idem, Vol. XXXI., Part II., f. 419. 
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commending the practice of arms, and conceiving their suit 
to be very reasonable and honest, ordered that the City Remem- 
brancer should forthwitli send a letter to the Privy Council as 
requested.* 

On the 11th of December the Recorder applied to the 
Privy Council, stating that many other citizens of the best sort 
and quality, having seen by experience, during the last two 
years, the great good and benefit which ensued from the training 
and exercise of the said Company, desired to l)e admitted into it; 
but the Company, being full, were unable to receive them. He 
therefore, in the name of the whole City, humbly requested 
that the number might be increased to 500, which the Council 
sanctioned, provided that none should be admitted but such as 
were Icnown to be of good means and well affected in religion, 
and to His Majesty, and were approved of by the Court of 
Aldermen, who were to establish such rules for the good govern- 
ment of the Company as should be thought meet.f 

The Company was now grown great and in good estimation ; 
and not only Prince Charles, but also may country gcntlenum 
of all shires resorted to the Artillery Gaiden, and diligently 
observed their exercises, which they saw were excellent ; and 
returning home to their own countries, practised and used the 
same with their trained bauds.J 

1615. — In the the Court of Aldermen on the 23rd of January, 
it was ordered that, as Capt. Panton was formerly granted £40, 
and Lieut. Morris and Lieut. Hudson twenty marks each 
yearly, as a gift from the Court, that Capt. Panton should be 
paid £60 at once, being his allowance for a year and a half ; 
and the Lieutenants the arrears remaining unpaid up to 
Christmas last, and from thenceforth the payment was to 
cease. 

On the 26th of January Capt. Panton was ordered to bring to 
the Court of Aldermen, on the following Tuesday, the list of 

* Repeitory, Vol. XXXII, f. 9. 

t Council Register (Jas. I.), Vol. L, f. 251. Sec Ai»i>eiuUx 11, Xu. 3. 

X Stow, Book II., p. 457. Highmore, p. 55. 
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names of all those under liis conduct and leading in the Artil- 
lery Garden. 

A Committee was appointed, on the 2()th of April, to confer 
immediately with the Clothwurkers, who held “ Taynters ” in 
the Upper Moortields, regarding some reasonable compensation 
for their removal irom thence. At the same Court certain 
propositions or articles were submitted, by the Society of -the 
Artillery Garden, to be coulirmed, for their better establishment 
and government in the practice and exercise of arms in or about 
the City ; and it was agreed to recommend them to the next 
Common Council. 

The mud wall by the Tainters and windmill was ordered to 
be pulled down, at a Court of Aldermen held on the 2()th of 
June, and the soil in the Little Moorfields carried away. 

¥vom this date Capt. Panton and the Society practising in the 
Artillery Gai’deii w'ere ordered t<^ suspend their training and meet- 
ing until further orders were given Ibr some special reason. On 
the ()th of July, Caj)t. Panton, and divers of tlie Society, humbly 
prayed that they might be admitted to exercise as formerly, and 
upon their promising to behave in an orderly mariner to the 
Government of the city, the former order was rescinded.* 

— On the first of January a grant was made to Sir 
Eichard Morrison, of the Lieutenancy of the Ordnance, and 
keeping of the Store-houses near Aldgate, and Ihe Artillery 
Garden, for life.i' 

On the last day in February the Eemcmbraucer wrote to the 
Privy Council, recommending for their favourable consideration 
the Petition presented by the Society of the Artillery Garden, to 
be permitted to continue their exercises there. { 

On the 17th of March, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen recom- 
mended a complaint, presented by tbe Society of Arms, prac- 
tising in the Teazcll Ground, then, called the Artillery Garden, 
showing that, according to ancient custom, and by a lease (for 


* Repertory, Vol. XXXII., f. 43, 4(3, 100, 13(3, 141. 
t Domestic (Jas. I.), Vol. LXXXVl., No. 1, and Grant Book, p. 165. 
X Repertory, Vol. XXXII., f. 253. 
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many years to come) granted by the Prior and Convent of St. 
Mary’s, Spittal, to the Fraternity or Guild of Artillery, using 
hand-guns, long-bows, and cross-bows, and other martial weapons, 
and confirmed since by his Majesty unto William Hammond, 
Esq., his Majesty’s Master-Gunner, of Engbcmd, for the sole use 
above mentioned and no other. The Company had, for the space 
of almost five years, by licence and order from the Board, trained 
there witlioiit contradiction of any. But William Hammond 
pretended that the sole right in the property and estate belonged 
to him, and would not admit their claim to exercise there ; for- 
bidding their servants and armourers to clean and repair their 
arms there contrary to the meaning of tlie lease. The truth of 
these allegations appeared by affidavit made before the Barons 
of the Court of Exchequer, to whose order the lessee is, by the 
covenant in the lease from his Majesty, to submit himself upon 
any controversy concerning the premises. 

1’he Barons, for the reasons above given, required him not to 
disturb the Society or any of their servants, armourers, or gun- 
makers, in the exercise of their arms in the said place, but by 
all in his power to aid and assist them, until, by a Bill to be 
exhibited on his behalf in the Court of Exchequer, other orders 
should be given in the cause. 

The said Hammond was then called I'efore the Board, and 
charged by the petitioner (also present) that, notwithstanding 
the said order and directions, he continued obstinate and 
would not permit them to exercise in the ground; to which 
he replied by insisting on the validity of the lease, and did 
not hold himself tied to give them any such lil)erty as was 
claimed without some rent or other consideration being given 
him by the Society. Their Lordships, considering this answer 
frivolous and insufficient to excuse him for not obeying the 
order or warrant of the Barons, commanded him, upon his 
duty and allegiance, to submit thereto, and to fulfil it 
in all points. Ami in the- meantime, until the matter was 
judicially heard and determined as prescribed in the warrant, 
that he was not to presume to demand anything by way of fine, 
rent, or other consideration from the Society for the use of tin*, 
gi'ound by them or their servants ; and any of their arms which 
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he had detained were to he immediately given up, as he would 
have to answer to the contrary.* 

A disagreement arose Ix^twcen Captain Panton, Captain Ring- 
ham, and the lueiiibera of the Company, in this year, which 
continued for a long period, during which time frequent applica- 
tions were made to the 1‘rivy Council on the subject. Early in 
the year, probably in February, Captain Panton petitioned the 
Piivy Council, setting forth that, dining the last five years, at 
tlie earnest re(piest of divers citizens of London, he undertook 
the leading and exercising of the Society of Arms^ practising 
in the Artillery Garden, which, to his great charge and excessive 
labour, he reduced to that form and state as it then stood, 
having first procured the,ir Jxmlships’ leave to enrol persons not 
exceeding the number of 250. The then Lord Mayor and the 
Corporation gave great encouragement thereunto, and, in testi- 
mony of their grateful acceptance of his services therein, made 
him a freeman of Loudon, and withal ordained a yearly pension 
of £40 to be paid him out of the Chamber of London, promising, 
upon further approbation of his care and endeavour therein, 
to enlarge their liberality towards him. Rut since their last 
musters the Court of Aldermen, finding the great honour and 
safety redounding thereby to the City, themselves became suitors 
to the Privy Council for the increase of that number, and it had 
pleased their honours, upon Mr. Eecorder^s motion, to authorise 
the number of 500 of the better sort of citiatens to be trained 
by the petitioner, in or near the City of London. After so many 
years’ acceptable and beneficial service to the City at his great 
expenses, the Court of Aldermen refused to pay him any longer 
£40, or any other satisfaction, for his time and the expenditure 
of his means. And as by their Lordships’ letter, dated the 30tli 
of Xovernber, to the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, concerning the 
mustering and training of the 6,000 citizens, advising them to 
use the assistance of some man of experience in furnishing the 
companies with fit arms, accoixiing. to the modern use of other 
nations, in their training and discipline, as should be most bene- 
ficial for the practice of their arms, and advancement of that 


* Council Ilegister (Jas. I). Vol. II., p. 196. 
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service. He therefore prayed their Lordships, in regard for Ids 
past services, to nominate and recommend him for tlie place, 
and to direct the Lord Mayor and Aldermen to appoint him, with 
such fees as the Privy Council should think proper for an officer 
of that quality.* 

On the 4th of April the Lord Mayor and Aldermen wrote 
to the Privy Council, in reply to Captain Panton*s peti- 
tion, which had been sent to them for consideration. First, 
they said, it seemed that the petitioner complained of tliem, 
pretending that he liad heretofore a yearly pension of £40, 
granted unto him out of the Chamber of the City, which 
was then denied him. Secondly, he had made a request to their 
Lordships to be recommended to tliem to be the City’s Officer 
to oversee the arms ; and, for his merit, lie alleged his labour 
and painstaking in training the citizens that xiractiscd arms in 
the Artillery Garden. Tlicir Lordships might vouchsafe to be 
informed, that such as came to be trained in that ploce were 
but as voluntary scholars to Captain Panton, and followed the 
practice c»f arms only for their pleasure. Ilowbeit, every par- 
ticular man of his company (as they are informed) rcspecteth his 
pains, more or less, with some consideration, wffiich, by the in- 
crease to 500, had become double as much to him. For their 
parts, they had also been benevolent unto him out of the City’s 
purse ; but they never (as he pretended) granted him any 
yearly pension, neither liad they reason to charge the City, 
either with any pension to a captain, or with the employment 
of any officer to oversee the City arms. For, as in times 
past, upon all necessary occasions ’of levies of soldiers, their 
predecessors had always carefully performed the will and 
pleasure of their Sovereigns and the directions of the honorable 
Board, without the help of any such officer. With their Lord- 
ships’ approbation, they had quartered the City, and had ap- 
pointed colonels over the several City captains, who would 
take the whole care upon themselves, and see that their com- 
panies of the City were furnished with serviceable and proper 
arms. They hoped their Lordships would see that there was much 


* Hciiiembraiicia, Vol. IV., No. 24. 
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less cause now to burden tlie City with any sucli oiticei-, neither 
would the citizens be content to Iiave such an ofticev over 
them ! ” * 

Zt iras iJo£ /oni*' bo/biv tbo Zr/vj'’ Otn/naiV wore affii/n appe/i/ed 
to, but on a more important subject, viz., the right of the 
Company to the Artillery Garden, which for a long time was 
a cause of contention. On the ih-d of May, the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen wrote to the Council, enclosing a petition from 
the Society of Citizens Practising Arms and Military Discipline, 
complaining that William Hammond, His Majesty’s Master- 
Gunner of England, liad lately restrained them from using the 
Artillery Garden, and would not suffer them to exercise there 
any longer, or allow their servants and armourers to repair their 
armour, or mend and clean their arms, without paying him a 
great rent for the use of the ground, winch had never been de- 
manded before. It was only lately that Hammond had obtained 
a grant from His Majesty of the ground, which was intended 
by the Master-Gunner to be for the use of the Society, and he 
had influenced them on that plea to join with him in writing ; 
but when he had obtained the grant he pretended that the whole 
property and right in the ground beloiiged to him. 

The Company liad therefore complained to the liarons of the 
Court of Exchequer, who, upon sight of the grant (whereby it 
appeared that upon any controversy happening concerning the 
premises he was to submit himself to the order of the said 
Barons), and also of a Certificate from Sir Francis Bacon, Knight, 
Attorney-General (whereby it was conceived that Hammond’s 
grant was intended for the use of the said Society, and not for 
his own benefit) ; the Barons, by Warrant under their hands, did 
command and require the said Hammond to forbear interrupting 
the petitioners in the use of the place until he exhibited a Bill 
in the Court of Exchequer, or other order should be taken in 
the cause. 

Notwithstanding this Warrant, Hammond continued obsti- 
nate, and would not pennit the petitioners to continue their 
exercises in the ground. As the petitioners were citizens of 


VOL. I. 


* Itemcnihrancia, Vol. IV., No. 25. 
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good worth, and out of zeal and affection, to enable themselves 
to do His Majesty and their country service, applied them- 
selves to the exercise of arms, they (the Corporation) thought fit 
to recommend their petition to the Councirs consideration. By 
an Order of tliat Board, dated the 3rd of July, 1612,* * * § the 
S«)ciety, and their exercise of arms was approved of in any place 
in or near the (Jity ; and as they knew of no place so lit for 
that purpose as the Artillery Garden (to prevent wliich would 
be likely to frustrate so coniuioudable an exei*cise), they humbly 
prayed the Council to issue an onler for the petitioners to be 
freely permitted to use the ground, according to the Warrant of 
the said Barons, until the diflerences between them were heard 
and determined in the Court of Exchequer."!* 

1618. — Captain Pantoti having been sus])ended by tlie Court 
of Aldermen, they, at the request of divers members of tlie 
Soci(ity, who were present at a Court on the 15th of December, 
publicly declared their dislike of his behaviour, as, since his 
suspension, he had neglected his duties; he was therefore dis- 
charged from his place in the Artillery Garden in the exercise 
and training of that Society in liarness.;!: 

Oil the 31st of December the Society of tlie Artillery Cardmi 
presented three ohicers (Captain Bingham being one) to the 
Court to be put in election in jdace of Captain Banton ; and, 
after receiving good testimony from divers persons toucliing his 
breeding and efficiency, he was duly elected to be the leader in 
the Artillery Garden during the Court's pleasure.§ 

1619. — These proceedings led to further appeals to the Privy 
Council ; and, early in January, Captain Paiiton again petitioned 
the Council to uphold him, as he had for the past seven years 
by their authority, trained the Society of Arms in the Artil- 
lery Garden, to his great charge, loss of time, and excessive 
labour ; by which he had enabled divers of the said Company 
to become officers and leaders to discipline the Trained Bands of 

* See page 40, and Appendix 13, No. 2. 

t Remembnnicia, Vol. IV., No. 29. 

X Repertory, Vol. XXXIV., f. 24. 

§ Idem, f. 27; and Letter Book CO, f. 123b. 
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tlie City, not only to the great liononr and safety of the same, 
hut also to the saving of the City’s purse, who otherwise must 
of necessity have been at the charge for the entertainment of 
officers to have taught their Trained Hands the use of their arms. 
Although he had served so many years as Captain of the Com- 
pany, and with their approval and authority, the Court of Alder- 
men had lately suspended liim from the aicecution of his place, 
to his great discredit; hut upon wliat grounds he knew not. 
Hy this the Coinpany was likely to l>o dissolved, the greater 
numher thereof having already reiused to carry arms, and ceased 
their practice. He therefore prayed that, in consideration of 
his care and industry, which he had always used for the uphold- 
ing of the Company and that worthy exercise, that they would 
order him to he reinstated until the Court of Aldermen had 
shown good cause to the contrary, or against his life or be- 
haviour.*’^ 

The Trivy Council immediately complied with Ins request, 
and at a meeting of the Council, on the oth of January, they 
issued an order that, as Capt. Pantoii had for several years past 
by their authority exercised and trained the Society of Anns in 
tlie Artillery (iardeii, in which charge he had hitherto not only 
demeaned himself without hlaiuc, but that they had good testi- 
mony of his pains, and commendable endeavours in the perform- 
ance of his duties ; and being informed that the Aldermen had 
suspended him, without informing liiiu on what grounds — he 
having been placed there hy authority of the Council, it there- 
fore appertained unto them to displace him if there was sufficient 
cause, with which their Lordships ought first to have been made 
acquainted. They therefore ordered the petitioner to be sent 
immediately to the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen for an 
explanation, and for the reasons of their proceedings,* of which 
the Council would judge, and decide whether to continue or 
remove him. In the meantime Capt. Pantoii was to retain hia 
place as before without prejudice or hindrance in tlie execution 
of his office until their answer was returned.f 


* Ilemeinbmiifia, Vol. V., No. 5. 

t Iilein, Vol. V., No. 6, ami Council Registers (Jas. I.), Vol. IV., p. 71. 
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On the 19 til of January it vas stated, at a Court of Alder- 
men that, although Capt. Panton had been dismissed as leader, 
he had summoned members to train that afternoon under him 
in tlie Artillery Garden. It was therefore decided that no more 
training should be held either by Capt. I’anton or Capt. l>ing- 
hatn, until further orders. A Committee was at the same time 
formed, with the Recorder, to inform the Privy Council of the 
reiusons and grounds upon which Capt. Panton was displaced.* 
On Sunday, the .31st of January, the Court of Aldermen 
returned their answer to the Privy Council i*egardiug Capt. 
Panton’s comidaint, charging him with neglect of duty, mis- 
demeanours, and abuses of the Comjiany. The Council desired 
further impartial evidence against him, and reproved the Aider- 
men for electing a new oHicer without first acquainting them. 
They then referred the (luestioii to the Lord Chief Justice, Sir 
H. V ere, and Sir Edward Conway to report on, “ for the honor 
of the Board and the reasonable satislaction of the Company,” 
which their Lordships were inclined to encourage in so laudiil)l (5 
an exercise by all good means that might he.f 
The report of the Lord Chief Justice (which is dated the 21st 
of February, and signed by H. Montague, Edward Conway, and 
II. Vere) states that they had before them Capt. Panton, and 
divers citizens of good sort, and entered upon the examination 
prescribed by their Lordships ; but soon found by the divided 
allection of the men of the Company what a distraction it would 
make — some charging him, and others defending him ; and so 
by proving and dis})roving it was likely to grow to a rent, if not 
a disbanding of the Company. They therefore proposed that 
both parties should leave the case in their hands, and do what 
they directed, provided it was approved of by the Privy Council, 
to which they readily agreed. 

Upon consideration of the whole matter they submitted the 
following opinion : — 

Firstly, That the City had -taken upon themselves to settle 
Capt. Panton’s case, but had no right to disi)lace or elect the 
Captain without informing the Privy Council. 

* Repertory, Vol. XXXIV., f. DO. 
t Cfmiicil RegibteitJ (Jus. 1.), Vol. IV., p. 83. 
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Secondly, That the Company should be encouraged in their 
exercise by every possible moans. 

Thirdly, That the reputation of a soldier might be so wounded 
by personal accusations that it might render him unworthy of 
any employment afterwards ; therefore he should not be ex- 
amined upon all his doings. Two persons who “ professed arms ” 
bore witness that they had seen his training and the ordering of 
his men, which proved his discipline and teaching to be as good 
as they had seen in Trained Bands anywhere. 

Fourthly, To the end that neither Capt. Panton nor Capt. 
Bingliam should either of tliem seem wrf)nged, “ they wished, 
and it was well liked, that the place should be cleared of them 
both for a time,” and that the Company might elect from any 
whom the Council might recommend to them. 

They suggested that three should be nominated, including 
Capt. Panton and Capt. Bingham, and tliat the T.ord Mayor and 
Aldermen, assisted by the City Captain, should choose one of 
them for the place. This course they found pleasing to all 
parties. And although Capt. Panton might not be chosen, yet 
the Lord Chief Justice would arrange with the City to satisfy 
him and clear his reputation.* 

But the Company were still discontented, and petitioned the 
Council, setting forth that they had already presented a petition 
to the Council on Sunday, the 31st of January, regarding the dis- 
tractions of the Company ; which their Lordships had referred 
to the Lord Chief Justice and others, who, as they were informed, 
had sent their opinions on the subject to the Council. The 
petitioners being desirous to uphold so laudable and necessary 
an exercise if it met with their Lordships* approbation, and 
finding that they were inclined to encourage them, it had embol- 
dened them once again to trouble them, seeing that the present 
condition of the Company required that some speedy steps should 
be taken to settle it again. They hoped that as, at their great 
cost and charge, they were the first example to others to estab- 
lish such an exercise, they might not then, especially in those 
times, he the first dissolved, which they more than feared, unless 
they were “clierislied and comforted** by their Lordships. 


* Domeiitio (Jas. 1.), V'ol. CV., No. 122. 
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They, tlieretore, i)myed to be informed of their Lordships’ plea- 
sure therein, that they might go cheerfully forward in their 
exercise ; and as they had been, so would they always be, ready 
and willing to offer their persons and purses to enable and fit 
themselves to render that service to His Majesty and the State 
as became dutiful and loyal subjects.* 

The Privy Council wrote to the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, 
on the 5th of March, on the subject of the complaints which had 
been made to them against Capt. Panton, who appeared to be 
disliked by some members of the Company; and they had 
referred the case against him to the Lord Chief Justice of the 
King’s Bench, Sir Horatio Vere, and Sir Edward Conway, Kt., 
who, upon hearing the cause in the presence of both parties, had 
sent them their opinion in writing, i* of which the Council 
ai)proved ; and forthwith recommended Capt. Panton, Capt. Bing- 
ham, and C>apt Thomas Brett for the post, and required the 
Lord Mayor, with the assistance of the Captains of the City 
Companies, to choose one of tlicm to supply tlie place of Captain 
of the Artillery Yard, to train and teach the Company the use 
of arms as formerly,” J 

At a meeting of the Court of Aldermen, on the Oth of March, 
the letter from the Privy Council of the previous day was read, 
and the captains of the several Companies of the City being 
called according to the directions of the letter, and their opinions 
taken of the three officers commended to the election of the 
Court by the Privy Council, for the directing and instructing 
of the Military Company Exercising Arms in the Artillery (Tar- 
den who were then without a leader. All the captains present, 
thirteen in number, voted for Capt. Bingham, and the Court, 
proceeding to the election, with one voice chose Capt. Bingham ; 
and it was ordered that the Recorder, with several Aldermen 
and Captains, should the next day attend the Privy Council to 
signify to them the proceedings of the Court, and humbly pray 
the Council to approve of their election. It was further resolved 
to make Capt. Bingham a freeman of the City of whichever 


* Domestic (Jas. 1.), Vol. OV., No. 123. t IT* 

i liumeiiibraiiiiH, Vol. VIII., No. 14, and Council Registers (Jas. I.), 
Voh IV., p. 110 . . 
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company he preferred, and before he took up his place to take 
the Oatli of Allegiance and the oath of a freeman in open court, 
and, with all convenient speed, commence his duties, that the 
“ Company may be reunited again.” And the Court specially 
recommended that no person should be admitted into the Com- 
pany who, by reason of his ability and quality, was not well 
fitted for the same.* 

On Sunday, the 7th of March, one of the four Pleaders of the 
City, accompanied by Capt. Bingliam, presented themselves 
belbre the Lords of the Privy Council, and iidbrmcd them that 
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, with the advice of the City 
Captains, had chosen Capt. Bingham as Leader in the Artil- 
lery Carden, and desired their apju'oval, which was given ; their 
L()rdshij)S remarking tliat the gentleman wliom they had chosen 
was well known to tliem for his “ sufficiency ” and experience 
in arms; and authorised him to train tlie Company in the 
Aitillery Garden, or other convenient place, witl> the same 
privileges and liberty as formerly. Tliey also thought he sliould 
he a<hnitted a freeman and take the oath accordingly.^ 

On the 9th of March Capt. Bingham took the Oath of Allegiance, 
and was admitted into the Company of Ironmongers, paying for 
the City’s use the sum of Os. 8d. J 

1620. — The Lord Justice Montague and Sir H.Vere wrote to 
the liOrd Mayor, on the 24tli of Jamiary, saying that the Lords 
of the Privy Council had referred to them certain differences 
between the City of London and Capt. Panton, concerning the 
Company training in the Artillery Garden, and that the Uecorder 
and Aid. Hamersley attended in hehalf of tlie City, and Capt, 
Paiiton, with divers citizens on his behalf. The matter in ques- 
tion seemed to them of small moment, yet, as it miglit have 
occasioned much trouble, all parties freely agreed to leave it to 
them to decide without further examination. Only Cai)t. Pantoii 
besought that his reputation shouhl be established, and that the 
City sliould recompense him for his seven years’ employment 


* Repertory, Vol, XXX TV., f. 74. 
t Council Registers (Jas. 1.), Vol. IV., p. 120. 
Repertory, Vol. XXXIV., f. 75. 
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and expense, all of which they thought very reasonable, and to 
which the Eecorder and Alderman Hamersley assented. 

They therefore informed the Privy Council, in writing, of the 
result, and directed the Recorder to inform the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen that they thought that Capt. Panton should be 
recompensed for his services, considering it was for the public 
good, especially for the City of London. 

They were informed by Capt. Pantoii that he had not yet 
had any recompense or satisfaction from them, they therefore 
thought good once more to recommend him to them on his 
own merits, so that the Ix)rds of the Privy Council might not 
be again informed of his grievance and cause of complaint.* 

In this year occurs the first mention of a grant made l)y tlm 
Corporation to the Company, which was continued for many 
years afterwards, towards the charge of their annual feasts, to 
wliich the Lord Mayor and principal officers of the Corporation 
were always invited. 

On the 9th of May, the Chamberlain was ordered to pay to 
the President, Alderman Hamersley, £10 17s. 4d. for provisions 
sent into the fields on the 20th of April, when the “Artillery- 
men ” mustered there ; and for wine sent to the stewards for 
their supper at Merchant Taylors’ llall.“|' 

Several persons having, by an abuse of trust, obtained for 
their own use leases from the King of ground in and about 
the Tower, which had been encroached upon to such an extent 
“ that the splendour and magnificence of the Royal Castle was 
destroyed,” by public property being thus diverted to private 
use ; and complaint having being made of these abuses, all the 
leases were declared void. 

By direction of the Privy Council the Lord Chamberlain, Sir 
H. Vere, the Earl of Arundel, Lord Craven, Mr. Secretary 
Naunton, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Sir E. Coke, 
personally inspected the ground, and found it much worse than 
they expected. Sir E. Coke was requested to consider how the 
abuses might be legally reformed, and upon his report the Privy 
Council issued an Order on the subject, dated the 4th of July, 

* Rciiaimhriincia, Vol. VIII., No. 37. 
t Repertory, Yol. XXXIV., f. 428. 
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in which the following statement is contained : — ^That as a lease 
was procured from His Majesty by William Hammond, Master- 
Gunner, of the Artillery Yard, near the Minorytes,” under an 
ancient obsolete name of the “ Tesell Yard,” for 22*^ years, and 
as the lease was apparently defective and void, and acknowledged 
to l)c so by Hammond and his counsel, for manifest imperfec- 
tions found in it by Sir E. Coke, it was delivered up to him 
by Hammond, and Avas then in the Council chest. It was 
then ordered that the said Artillery Yard should be for the 
future restored to the i>ul)lic use for which it had been formerly 
employed, viz., for the exercise of Anns and Artillery, and that 
from hcncefortli it should not be alienated or converted to any 
other use.”* 

On the 3rd of October, a petition was presented by the 
citizens of London practising arms in the Artillery Garden, to 
the Court of Aldermen stating that tlie petitioners, out of their 
special love and affection to the City, had, for the space of ten 
years and upwards, to their great cost and charge, exercised the 
use of arms, and had been ready upon all occasions to supply and 
furnish the City with cai)tains and other oflicers of chief respect, 
and were ready armed for defence of the same \ipon all sudden 
occasions. The Company, which not long since consisted of very 
nearly 500 worthy citizens, had of late diminished unto 200, or 
very few more, being discontented, as they had expected the Court 
to help to maintain their charges (which amounted to £250 per 
annum) for the maiiiteuaiice of officers, and other needful ex- 
penses, besides arms, pi^wdcr, and match ; to meet which charge 
the petitioners had been forced to make private collections, by 
reason of the decrease of the Company. Whereupon the Court 
taking the subject into their consideration, and being desirous 
to encourage such a commendable exercise to be performed within 
this City by freftmeu thereof, were well pleased to grant that the 
said petitioners should from henceforth receive out of the Chain- 

* Council Kegisters (Ja-^. I.), Vol. IV., pp. 14"), 542, 543, and Vol. V., ])p. 
344, 353, 385. The full llopori or Survey, dated 31st December, 1(523, of the 
condition of the Tower, &(*., by Sir Allan Apslcy, Jjicutenant of the Tower, 
Sir Richard Morrison, Lieutenant of tlie Ordnance, Sir John Ogle, Kt., and 
Colonel Sir John Kaye, Surveyor of Oixlnance, is given (wdtli plans) in 
Domestic (Jas. I.), Vol. CLVI., No, 13. 
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her of Lolulon the sum of one hundred marks per aiiiuini, for and 
towards their better encouragement to continue and maintain 
the said exercise. And the same to be paid quarterly during 
the pleasure of the Court, unto their treasurer for the time being, 
a])pointed by the said Company, and the first payment to begin 
at Christmas next.* 

1621. — The example set by the citizens of London in volun- 
tarily enrolling themselves in the Artillery Company for the 
purpose of learning the use of arms and military discipline, led 
other towns to follow their example. On the 18th of June a 
petition was presented to the Privy (.^ouncil by the Bailiffs and 
Aldermen of Colchester, stating that, by the most wortliy 
examjde of London in the ‘‘ Artillery Yard,” they wislu^d for 
permission to establish a similar organisation to enable them to 
render service to the country by training in military discipline 
under some worthy captain, who should bo aj>proved of l)y the 
Council. Their recpiest was acceded to ; but their Lordsliips 
directed tluit only such persons as were approved of by the 
Aldermen of tliat town were to be admitted members. A 
similar application was made on the 2r)th of October of tlu^ 
following year, by the Aldermen of lUiry St. Edmunds, and 
likewise granted.^ These may be con.sidered the earliest form 
of Volunteer Corps in this country, and they probably differed 
but little from the “ Military Associations” raised- towards the 
close of the last century. 

It was usual for the Trained Bands to assemble every year 
on May-day and Shrove Tuesday, in Finsbury Fields, nominally 
for training and extjrcise, but in fact to be prepared to sup- 
press any disorders which might occur, as the apprentices and 
othem, having a holiday, often attempted to create a disturbamje. 

On the 12tli of April, 1621, the Privy Coujicil wrote to the 
Lord Mayor to have the City Forces ready to assemble at all 
times for His Majesty’s service ; and reminded him to have the 
Military [Artillery] Company, or a sufficient number of Trained 
Bands, in Finsbury Fields on May-day, as usual.]: 

* Letter Book GG, f. 295, and Repertory, Vol. XXXIV., f. 566. 

t Council Registers (Jas. I.), Vol. V., pp. 64 and 502. 

X Idem, p. 31 ; and Repertory, Vol. XXXV., f. 112, and Vol. XL., f. 185. 
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1622. — The following year, the Council remark, in an Order 
dated the 6th of Aj>ri], that (Finsbiuy Fields being rather out of 
the way) the Trained Bands were to march, by Fleet Street and 
the Strand, to St. James’s Fields, so tliat such foreign ambassa- 
dors then with the King might take notice of the troops, wliich 
latter was probably the true reason of the alteration, Finsbury 
being really so muoli nearer.* 

A petition was ])resented to the Privy Council, on the 5th of 
April, by the Company, complaining that William Hammond, 
Master-Gunner to His Majesty, had encroached u])on their 
ground and place of exercise in the '^Teazell Ground,” or 
Artillery Garden, by enclosing certain cabbage gardens, and re- 
straining them from using a butt with a mark, erected in the 
ground, and very useful in tlieir exercise. They also hegged, 
as the place in which they lodged their arms was so de- 
caye<l that it was ready to fall down, they might have licence 
to huild a new armoury of brick and stone, in some convenient 
part of tlje Teazell (iroiind. 

TTpon consideration it was agn^ed that, as the case of Ham- 
mond had been already decided by them, on the 4th of July, 
1620, their Lordships thought it siiflicient to confirm their 
])vevious Order, and commanded that the same should he forth- 
with put in full and due execution, both in laying open the said 
cabbage gardens, and restoring to the Company the free use of 
their butt and mark, as in what else should have relation there- 
unto ; and that Hammond should be sent for to the Board to 
show cause why it liad been so long delayed. With regard to 
the Armoury, their Lordships (in favour to that Society whom 
they held worthy of all lawful encouragement) ordered that they 
might build and erect a new bouse for that pur])ose at their own 
charge, provided it was made of brick and stone in such a manner 
as might he least subject to be surprised.^ 

The Court of Aldermen, being informed, on the /?0tli April, 
that the Society Practising Arms in the Artillery Garden, were 
going, at their own charge, to make an extraordinary feast that 
day week, and had invited the T/mi Mayor and Aldermen, the 
Court, in token of their good respect to the Society, thought fit 


* Couucil Registers (Jas. L), Vol. V., p. 321. 
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to bestow on them for tlie feast “ one hogsliead of clarrett wyne, 
thirty gallons of sacke, and thirty gallons of Khenishe wyne/’ 
and the Chamberlain was ordered to pay Alderman Hamersley, 
tlie President, as much money as would provide the same.* 

On the 1st of May, the foundations of the New Armoury were 
commenced, and it was completed on the 31st of November the 
following year. The Annoury was furnished with 500 sets of 
arms, of extraordinary beauty, which were lost in the Civil 
Wars.f 

An annuity of 100 marks per annum having been granted by 
the (yourt of Aldermen to the Society for their better encourage- 
ment to continue tliat laudable exercise, upon a motion and 
humble roxpiest made to them on the 30tli of July by divers of 
the City captains, the C>ourt,out of their favour and good respect 
to them, ordered the Chamberlain to pay to treasurer four 
years’ payment of the said annuity, he giving an acknowledgment 
for the same.]: 

1623. — The Society Practising Arms in the Artillery Carden, 
intending to make a great feast on Thursday week at Merchant 
Taylors’ Hall, to which the Lords of His Majesty’s Most Honour- 
able Privy Council and tlie Lord Mayor and Aldermen were 
invited, the Court of Aldermen, on the 10th of June, were 
pleased, in token of their good respect to that Society, to bestow 
upon them, towards the charge of the feast, one hogshead of 
claret, thirty gallons of sack, and the same number of llhenish 
wine as formerly allowed on like occasions.§ 

A Peport, dated the 3lst of December, by the Lieutenant of 
the Tower, Sir A. Apsley; the Lieutenant of the Ordnance, Sir 
J. Ogle, and Sir John Kaye, Surveyor of Ordnance, stating 
what had been done in accordance with the latter part of the 
instructions delivered to them by the Privy Council on the 4th 
of December (touching the report made by the Right Hon. the 
Lord Chamberlain, the Earl of Arundel, Lord Carev/, Mr. Secretaiy 
Naunton, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Sir Edward Coke, 


* Repertory, Vol. XXXVI., f. 115. 
t Strype's Stow, Book II., pp. 06-7 ; Highmore, p. 57. 
t Repertory, Vol. XXXVI., f. 219. § Idem, Vol. XXXVII., f. 179. 
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on the 4th of July, 1620), which directed that they should 
not only report what had been done since, in the execution 
of their Lordships’ report, and the Order of the Council, but 
also suggest what might be done therein, liumbly reported as 
follows : — * 

First. Concerning the lease of the Artillery Garden, procured 
from his Majesty by William Hammond (late Master-Gunner of 
England), under an ancient obsolete name of the Tesslc Yard, 
for 22:’) years, which lease, being found apparently defective and 
void, it was (upon report of Sir Edward Coke) ordered by the 
j’rivy Council tliat the said Artillery Garden slioul.d be for the 
future restored to the public use for wliich it had been formerly 
employed, vi;^., for the exercise of arms and artillery. Notwith- 
standing that the lease sibove mentioned, was unadvisedly and 
indirectly prociued by the said Hammond, yet during all bis 
time, and long before, and since, the Lieutenants of the Ordnance, 
and the Master-Gunners of England under them, bad and still 
lield and enjoyed the said Garden for Ifis Majesty’s service, and 
so for the pulJic, as anciently, beyond the memory of man, had 
been always customary. But they now found a fair liouse lately 
erected there by the citizens of London, to lodge their arms in 
for their training days, who had also pulled down some of 
llis Majesty’s houses there of ancient and necessary use. This 
they pretended to have done by warrant from the Honorable 
Board ; and if it pleased their Lordships to allow of tliis house, 
they liumbly advised that tliere miglit be an acknowledgment 
from tlie City made and entered in the oflicc of the Ordnance, 
that they hold it only by favour, to the end that His Majesty’s 
interest and title might not be prejudiced by any claim of theirs 
hereafter. And that in lieu of the houses by them jiulled down 
they might be enjoined to erect others for His Majesty’s neces- 
sary service.f 

1624. — On tlie 22nd of June, the Court of Aldermen, upon 
request made to them on behalf of tlie Society, w ho were going 

* Hiere is no truce of the instructions here referml to of the 4th Decem- 
ber, 1(322, several pages in the C«)uncil Register of this chite being left blank. 

+ Domestic (Jas. I.), Vol. CLVL, No. 13. See also p. 56. 
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to make a feast, l)estowed on them a hogshead of claret, to be 
by them provided, but paid for by tlie Chamberlain.* 

On the Kith of December, it was stated that as it had pleased 
the Court, in the Mayoralty of Sir Edward Barkham, Kt., on 
the 22nd of July, 1621, to grant the Society four years' ])ayment 
beforehand of an annuity of 100 marks, granted them in the 
Mayoralty of Sir William Cockayne, Kt., in 1(320, for tlieir 
better encouragement to continue that worthy exercise; upon the 
humble ]>etition of the Society, and at the request of divers of 
the City Captains present, the Court, out of their good rcspcjct 
to the said Company, ordered the Chamberlain to pay the trea- 
surer of the Society three years* payment in advance of the said 
annuity ol‘ 100 marks, tlic treasurer giving his receipt for the 
same.t 

Sir Eichard Morrison, Knight, Lieutenant of the Ordnance, 
and John Keynolds, Master-Gunner of England, j)etitioned the 
King, on the behalf of themselves and the ollicins ol' the 
Ordnance and all His Majesty's feed-gunners within or belonging 
to the Tower of London, and of ^11 scholars trained uj) in the 
art of artillery, stating that as the said Lieutenant and his pn*.- 
decessors, and the Master-Gunner and his piedecessors, under 
the said Lieutenant for the time being, partly by virtue of a 
lease granted by the late prior and convent of the new hospital 
of Our Blessed Lady without Bishopsgate, in the twentj^-nintli 
year of the reign of King Henry the Eighth : for many years 
then to come, and partly by virtue of His Majesty's grant unto 
the said Lieutenant for the time being of the Teazell ground 
or Artillery Garden, next adjoining unto the said late Hospital ; 
tliey had for a long time beyond the memory of any man living 
always ([uietly held and enjoyed the said Artillery Garden, and 
that the said Master-Gunner for the' time being had always 
and still continued to teach and train up scliolars there in the 
art of artillery, to make them able to serve the Crown and State 
as “ Caniionyers,” either by sea or land, upon all occasions of 
service; for whose encouiugement King Henry the Eighth estab- 
blished divei’S fees, to the number of a hundred, or thereabouts — 


* Repei-tory, Vol. XXXVIII., f. 160 . 
t Idem, Vol. XXXIX., f. 48 ^ 
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some of twelve, some of eight, and some of sixpence per diem, 
which were tlien continued. 

The citizens of London having, about twelve or thirteen 
years ago, obtained leave lor their captains to exercise within 
the said garden a Company of Pikes and Muskets, and also 
of late, within these two years, or tliereabouts, further leave to 
erect at the one end of the said garden an armoury or house to 
lodge the arms lor the said Coni])auy, — the said citizens, upon 
tliis leave and extraordinary favour allbrded unto them, had not 
only presumed to pull down two of His Alajesty’s houses, viz., 
a Kstore-liouse and a proof-house, both of very ancient and neces- 
sary use upon many occasions for Jlis Majesty’s service, and to 
make a gate into the Ordnance way, where the scholars were 
taught, but commanded them to avoid that place, used threateii- 
iiigs unto them, and cominitted many other “ insultevies and 
iiiisdemeiuiours— too long to be here pa)‘ti(mlarly inserted.” They 
had also lately further presumed to ofler a petition unto the 
High Court of Parliament, seeking, by cunning and untrue 
suggestions, to obtain an Act to gain the inlieiitance of llie 
said garden to themselves, thereby to disiiiberit His Majesty, 
and to divest the petitioners, and all the oilicers, giuniers, and 
scholars, belonging to the office of the Ordnance, of their ancient 
right and interest, so long enjoyed and used, for the service oJ’ 
the Crown and IState, and jiever conti*overted, except ))y these 
unthankful guests, lately and nnadvisedly admitted, only out 
of favour. 

They, therefore, most humbly besought His Highness to be 
pleased to take these things into liis Princely cojisideration, and 
to be a means to establish such order therein ibr the preser- 
vation of His Majesty’s inheritance and the advancement of His 
Highness’ service as should be thought lit. And they should 
pray for His Highness’ happy days long to continue.* 

* Eudoised, “ Lieutenant of Ordnance and Master-Oiinner of P'uglaud, 
&c., Complaint against the Artillery Company for Iritriisiou hito the 
Artillery Garden, and divers other Wrongs, to the Prejudice of His Majesty s 
Service in the Trial and Practice of the Onliiance, desiring Redress,” &c. 
Domestic (Jas. 1.), Vol, OLIX., No. 97. 
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ACCESSION OF CHARLES I. TO THE GREAT RER.ELT.rON. 
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Reynolds, Master-Gunner, and the ComiKiny. -- 7’heir retiti(ni to 
Privy Council. — Decision of tlie Council.— Disluibance in the Artil- 
lery Garden.— Com])any elect their own Olllccrs. — Corporutiou Appeal 
to Fiivy (Council. — The Council censure them. — Kinj^V AVarrant to 
encouraj'e the Company. — Councirs Letter of Reinonslraiiee. — 'fhe 
Kin},' to elect the Captain.— First Fllection of Court of Assistants and 
OHicers, 163:1. — Commissioners of Archery and the Erickmaki'rs. — 
William Neade, inventor of the ‘‘Bow and the Pike.”- The March of 
the English Nation, 1634. — Fuiiher Orders for ai)pointjncnt of Ollhaus. 
— Captain to have jfOO per annum. — “Artillery "i'ards” foiiued in 
London and Provinces. — Captain Walter Neale.- -llunhill Fields to he 
viewed, 1635. — Flourishing Condition of the (Company, 16:18. — The 
New Artillery Garden, 1640. — Prince of Wales and otliers become 
Members, 1641. — Suspension of Enrolii»euls during Civil War. 

1625. — The annual feasts of the Company, which wore gene- 
rally held in June, were for many years supported by t)ie Cor- 
poration, who used to vote them £10 annually towards the 
expenses. 

On Tuesday, the 9th of June, at a Court of Aldermen, the 
Chamberlain was ordered to deliver £10 to Alderman Hamersley 
as a gratuity towards the charge of a supper intended to be 
made by the Company on the Tuesday following, as in former 
times had been customary. 

The same amount was voted annually, in .lunc, in the following 
four years.* 


* Repertory, A^ol. XXXIX., f. 233; Vol. XL., f. 242 (1626); Vol. XLl., 
f. 219 (1627); Vol. XLIL, f. 206 (162B); Vol. XLIIL, f. 198 (1629). 
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1626. — Sir William Heydon, the Li^iitenaut of the Ordnance, 
describes the objects of the Artillery Garden (as used by the 
Gunners of the Tower) to be for the traininji; and trial of gunners ; 
and that luiving once passed approbation there, their .sutlicioncy 
and capacity of serving the King would be no more questioned. 
Those wlio came or were sent to seek this trial, would find him, 
or the Master-Gunner of England, in tlie Garden on known 
days.* 

1627. — Ca]^t. Ihngham did not long continue loader of the 
Company, as, by His Majesty's reconiniendation, he was chosen 
to take charge of Kilmore Castle, in Ireland. The Company 
therefore being without a Captain, the (.'curt of Aldermen, 
on the IU)tIi of January, wishing well to tlie exercise, and de- 
sii'ous that the i)lace might be well s(‘.rved, r(‘Cf)m mended Capt. 
Pliili]) Jefford, a freeman of the (fity, to tlie Society for the 
pliieo, liaving a good ojiinion of him, and also good testimony of 
liis well-deserving and efficiency; and he was so well known 
to tliem, that they could not think of a better choice them- 
selves.^ 

1628. — The Council wrote to tlie Lord Mayor, on the 16th of 
February, ordering him to issue a proclamation requiring the 
citizens to furnish themselves and their servants with bows and 
arrows, according to the Statutes of 33 Henry VIll.J 

1631. — The first mention of Rules being made for the govern- 
ment of the Company occurs in this year, when, on the 20th of 
January, the Court of Aldermen appointed a Committee, con- 
sisting of eight of their number (most of whom Avere members of 
the Company) to carefully peruse and consider the orders to be 
observed by every member of the Society exercising arms in 


* Memomiuluiu by Sir W. Heydoii, dated 2()tli AugUht, on the back of a 
certificate in favour of William Ellef, as gunner of one of tlie pinnaces 
newly built at Clialbam. Domestic (Cliu’^. T.), Vol. XXXIV., No. 1). 
t kepertory, Vol. XLL, f. 92'». 

X Council Registers (Clias. L), Vol. III., p. 300. 
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tlie Artillery (iardeu (\iiiicli were drawn iij) on the 29tli of 
December, 162d), and to report to the Court in writing their 
opinion thereon.* 

On the 22iul of April, John Eeynolds, Master-Gunner, and 
the Company (who Avere represented by the Recorder), appeared 
before the Privy Council, the latter claiming the liberty and 
freedom they had formerly enjoyed, for tlie exercise of arms, .and 
the use of a butt or mark in the Artillery (Jarden, according to 
an Order of the Kxchecjuer, and previous Orders ol‘ the I'oard, 
with Ilis Majesty's permission. Tlieir Lordships well apiu’oved 
and much commended the forwardness of th(j citizens in sticIi 
warlike and commendable practices. 

Sir John Heydou,Kt., Lieutenant of the Ordnance, also claimed 
the command, under His Majesty, of the said Artillery Garden, 
by right of his oHice and patent for the same ; but the ( Vuinoil 
thought fit and ordered that the Company were to liave lihertj' 
to exercise in the Artillery (Jarden, according to the former 
Orders of the Exchecpier and of the ('ouncil, and .also tlje free use 
of the butt on the platform there; and as the Master-Gnniier 
complained that their fre(picnt exercise was i)rejudieial io His 
Majesty's Service, as it hindered His Majesty's ‘‘cannoneers" 
from their exercise and proofs, for Avhich they alleged that place 
to be ordained, their Lordships tliought fit (in case the parties 
themselves could not agree upon the days and times for exer- 
cise of Artillery and other arms), to recommend the Council of 
War to set down such days and times on tlieir behalf as might 
he best for His Majesty’s Seiwice. And as the Company alleged 
that they had spent about one thousand pounds in building .an 
armoury and fort there, for the bettor continuance and advance- 
ment of their exercise, Avhich would require the bringing in of 
materials from time to time for their mainleiiance and repair, 
it was thought fit and ordered that the said citizens should 
have liberty at convenient times to bring in materials to 
repair their fort and building, when and as often as needs 
should require, without the interruption of the Master-Gunner 
for the time being, or any under him. And, lastly, it was 


* Kqjcrtory, Vol. XLV., f. 105. Soe p. 45. 
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ordered (for the avoiding of further occjision of future difference) 
that a servant of the said Company should keep the door of the 
said Artillery Chirden on the days of their exercise, and was to 
lodge in the chamber wliich they had built for that purpose to 
the armoury, for the belter safety of their arms. The Master- 
(Uinncr, and all others whom it concerned, were ro(piired to take 
notice, and to conform th(3mselves acconlingly.* 

jYoither parties were satisfied with this Order, and on the ISth 
of May, John Reynolds, the Master-O miner, petitioned the 
Council, stating that upon the last hearing their liOrdships had 
licen ])l(iased to permit divers citizens of Loudon, and others 
exercising arms, to use and exercise their said arms in His 
Majesty’s Artillery Carden, at such times as were not prejudicial 
to His Majesty’s Service or Officers, in the due attendance and 
execution of their duties, which was expressly recommended to 
tlieir Lordships by Ilis Majesty. And their Lordships likewise 
(lirecied that the manner and times of tlieir exercise should 
be referred to the Council of War. By the draft of their I.ord- 
shifis’ order, the days and times only were so referred; but 
their Lordships’ order was to refer likewise the manner and place 
of their exercise, which was to be only in the open Artillery 
Garden, and not in the Ordnance way (where they could have no 
use in training), and which would greatly disturb the exercise 
and teaching of scholars in great ordnance. This was contrary 
to Ilis Majesty’s commands, who directed him to put on a lock 
and keep them out of the said Ordnance way. 

And as there was mention made in the said draft of the use 
of a butt (wliicli was in truth tlie butt for the great ordnance in 
the said Ordnance way), and the keeping of the door of the said 
Garden, and lodging there by one of their servants, which was 
never spoken of before, nor any mention made of it at the 
hearing, therefore the petitioner prayed that the conside- 
ration thereof, with power to set down rules and orders for the 
regulating of the premises, and preserving the petitioner and 
scliolars from any injuries or affronts from the said citizens 

* Council Registers (Chas. L), Vol. VI., pp. 463, 464 ; aiul Domestic 
(Chas. I.), Vol. CXCI., No. 67“ 
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(which had been frequent and were still threatened) at their 
days of exercise, with such other alterations as might be recom- 
mended, should be referred to the Council of War.* 

The Company at the same time presented a petition stating 
that as at the previous Council it had pleased them to confirm 
to them their former liberty of exercising arms in the Artillery 
Gardens, with some other necessftry additions incident thereunto, 
yet the Master-Gunner, although being made acquainted with 
the said order, refused to submit to and obey the same. 

The petitioners therefore frtimbly prayed that the Jkbuster- 
Gunner might again be summoned to attend their T/nxlsliips, 
to show the reasons of hWi i^usal, and to answer his contenqit, 
so that the petitioirers might quietly enjoy the benelit of His 
Majesty’s grace and favour towards them, and be encouraged 
to go on in their exercise Ayitbout interruption or mclestation, 
according to the several ot^ra of the Honourable Boaixlf 
These two petitions b^ug read at a Council at Whitehall, 
their Lordships 'called both j^ties before them, and heard what 
was said on behalf of Heyriolds, but found that he could say 
nothing in exohse of his not conforming thereto, but only a 
verbal coiqmand pretended to have been given by His Majesty 
about seven years previously, that the citizens should neither 
use the butt oj the Ordnance way in their exorcise, and that 
some hurt might befall Eeynolds’ person by*the unskilfulness of 
the peisons whq.exerciscd arms there. 

The citizens ’in K^ly stated that the exercise they used would 
do no injury to the butt,, and if it did they were willing to 
mpair it at their expense ; that it no hindrance to the 
scholars who learnt the use of greet artillery in the “ ordnance 
way,” and it was fer from th^ thoughts to injure his person by 
their exercise. , ' 

Their Lordships therefore thought fit to ratify and confirm 
their fonner order in every respect. And as by a clause thereof 
it was reserved to the Council of War to fix such days and 

* Council Registers (Chas. 1.), Vol. VI., p. 512; mul Domestic (Clias. I.) 
Vol. CXCr., No. .57. 

t Domestic (CHias. L), Vol. CXCL, No. 58. 
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times for exercise as sliould l)e best for llis Majesty’s service, 
the Earl of Dauby, Lord Viscount Dorchester, Lord Viscount 
Falkland, and Mr. Secretary Coke, being then present (who were 
members of tlie Council of War), agreed that Mondays and 
Tuesdays should be the ordinary days for tlie Artillery Company, 
and in case of any extraordinary occasion tliey might, by mutual 
consent, alter tlie day. Tlie Privy Council “ did intreat ” the 
above four Lords of the Council of War, at their earliest con- 
venience, to repair to the Artillery Garden and see whether the 
inconvenience tluj Master-Gunner complained of wa^s likely to 
be iiicreasi‘d by the Company exercising there or not, and to 
re]>ort the same to the Hoard, so that such further course might be 
tak(Mi to seUle the matter as sliould be necessary ; and meantime 
the former order was to remain in force, and the (lonipany was to 
have a key to the door of the platform where the butt was, upon 
their day of excridse, without the interruption of the Master- 
Gunner or any under him.* 

On the 23rd of June the (Jourt of Alderiiion, %vitli the consent 
of the Masters ami Wardens of the Cknnpany of Howyers and 
Fletc-liers, directed that bows and arrows should be sold at such 
prices as the “ Captain over the Band of Archery shall think fit 
to allow and set (lown.”"|* 

On the 4th of October the Court voted £10 towards the 
supjier which was shortly to take place, to be paid by the 
Chamberlain to the stewards-^ 

I’lie Armorial bearings of the Company are stated, by 
Blackwell, to liave been conferred on them by James I. ; the 
exact date is unknown, but they were certainly granted previous 
to this year, as an engraving of them is given in a work on 
tactics by Capt. John Bingham, the late Leader of the Company, 
he lu!.viiig been then succeeded by Capt. Henry Waller.§ 


* Coujic’H U(i; 4 ;isk'r.s (Chas. I.), Vol. VJ., pp. 512, olJJ. 

+ Vol. XIjV., f. t Idem, f. 516. 

§ Filaokwell, ]). 2 ; ami “The Art of Em battailing an Army, on the Second 
Part of (Elian’s Tactieks;” by Capt. John Bingham. London, folio, 1631. 
Tlie arms are also given in a work entitled “ Militaric Discipline, or the 
Young Ailillery Man.” ""By Lieut-Colonel Vyilliam Bari He. London, 
1638. 



70 


illSTOUV OF TIIK 


[OIIAKLFS 1. 


This oHiccv did not loiij^ live to occupy the place, and on the 
8th of November, the Court of Aldermen ordered Sir Hugh 
Hamersley, Kt., the President of the Society, to inform them 
that, as the place of Captain and Leader had become vacant by 
the death of Capt. Waller, they were to nominate three or more 
such as they thought the most fit and able men for the place, 
from whom the Coui‘t would elect a Leader for a year, provided 
he demeaned himself to the liking of the Court and the (>oin- 
pany. On the lOtli of November, the Company presented Capt. 
Marmaduke llawden, Capt. John Feu, and Capt. Edmund Foster, 
to tlie Court as their nominees ; from whom Capt. Kawden, with 
a free and general consent, was elected to be Leader for one 
year.* 

A ('omniittce was aiipoiiited by the Court of Aldermen, on 
the Gth of December, to confer with C. Porter, Fsep, one of His 
Majesty’s Bedchamber, '' touching certain propositions lately 
sent to (^ipt. Kawden, of the Society of the Artilleiy Garden, 
and desire that there may be no further proceedings thereon.”f 

1682. — On the 21st of February tlie Court of Aldermen 
directed, that as b}' an Order of the Court, of the 2Uth of Jariuaiy, 
1681, Sir Thomas Middleton, and others, were appointed to 
carefully peruse and consider the orders to he observed by every 
meml)er of the Artillery Comi>any, and as the Committee had 
not yet done so, at the request of the Society the Kecorder was 
added to the Committee in place of Sir Thomas Middleton, 
deceased, and they were directed to report their opinion in 
writing to the Court.J 

On the 1st C)f March a Committee of the Court was appointed 
to attend the Lords of the Privy Council, at two o’clock the 
following day, with a petition from the I^ord Mayor and Com- 
monalty about the City’s supply of water, wdiich was taken aw^ay 
by divers ])ersons inhabiting the Strand, and in or near the 
Common Garden; and to inform their Lordships of the disorders 
of the Society Practising Arms in the Artillery Garden. Mr. 

* I{e]H*rlury, Vul. XLVI.. ff. 4^ ainl s. 
t f. I Idem, f. lOfi. 
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Bacon, the City l{enienilH'ancer, was to attend tlieiii, and a barge 
was ordered to be ready for their conveyance.* 

Sir Hugh Ilamcraley, Kt, together with Mr. Alderman Fen, 
Aldcriiia.il Clitheroe, Alderiuan Garroway, and Alderman Abdie 
attended the Council the following day, and informed the Board 
of the disorderly jind nintinons conduct of sundry persons of the 
Artillery Yard, “ near the City of lAnidon” in refusing the Captain 
chosen by the I^ord Mayor and Court of Aldcrinen to succeed 
t'apt. AVallev, deceased, and in assiuniiig to thcniselves the power 
of choosing another of their own liking; and also in getting 
three hundred and nine hands, in a factions inanner, to a peti- 
tion iirescnted to the Lord Jlayor; in disobeying Warrants sent 
by the Lord 'Mayor, and in other acts and courses tending to 
the disturliniice of the peaceable government of the City, and 
to the contempt of lawful authority. 

Their l^ordships, having liikeii into serious consideration the 
dangerous conse(Xuence of these proceedings, first thought fit to 
confirm and ratify two former Orders of the Board made, touching 
the said Artillery Yard; the one of the 3rd of July, H)12; the 
other of the lllli of December, H)14; adding thereunto that the 
clioice of the ( -aptain and other oJlicers, and the whole ordering of 
that body, should rest in the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen 
wholly and exclusively from any otlier. And more particularly 
that they of the said Artillery Yard should not presume or under- 
take to present any names, thereby to restrain the liberty of the 
election which was to he made of such person* or persons as the 
said Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen sliould think fit for 
the place of Captain, or any oilier officer. And as it concerned 
His Majesty’s lionour and service, and the good government of 
the City, that the disorders before mentioned should not pass 
nnpiinished, their Lordships likewise ordered and expressly re- 
({uired the Ixird Mayor to inquire particularly, who got the 
hands to the petition ; who called Sir Hugh llanievsicy base 
fellow ; ” by whom a Vico-rresident was made without the Lord 
Mayor’s knowledge, and who accepted the said office ; who kept 
the Jiegister of the Company; how the Vice-Presidents have 


* Jlvjpertury, Vol. XLVi., f. 122*>. 
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deiiieaned themselves ; and who took on themselves to call a 
Court, and proceeded to the election of a Captain without war- 
rant or consent of tlie Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, and 
without the President ; and, lastly, wliat other persons have dis- 
obeyed the Lord Mayor’s Warrants, or had their hands in those 
mutinous courses; and upon full examination to intlict such 
punishment on every such offender by imprisonment and other- 
wise as he should lind the quality of the offence to deserve, and 
to be exemplary for the repressing and beating down the like 
insolencies and disorders in time to come ; and, linally, he was 
required to give particular account to the Board of his proceed- 
ings in every point * 

On the 8th of Marcli the Lords of the Council wrote to the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen, stating that upon the information which 
Sir Hugh llainersley gave them of divers disorders and mutinous 
conduct of sundry persons of the Artillery Yard, near the City, 
they found liovv ready they were to assist them wdth their authority 
in cases which concerned their place audqiiality. I >ut they were to 
take notice that they greatly blame tlie Court of Aldermen, who 
were so far wanting to themselves, and so remiss in using that 
power which llis Majesty entrusted to them, that the dis- 
orders which at first might easily and without noise have been 
suppressed, were allov/ed to grow to such a height that might 
have had dangerous consequences if it was longer tolerated. 
This neglect and slackness deserve a sharp censure, and if Kis 
Majesty should call them to account for the same they would not 
be able to answer it. But for this time tliey have only thought 
tit to admonish them to be more careful hereafter in the sup- 
pressing of like disordei's iis soon as they appear, so that they 
might have cause to commend their care and vigilance rather 
than to take further notice of their neglect.f 

The King apparently took the part of the Company, and sent 
them the following letter from Newmarket : — 

* Council Uegisters (Olias). 1.), Vol. Vll., pp. 4S8, UjO; Kepertory, 
Vol. XLVl., f. 127; aiul Reiucmbraiicia, Vol. Vlll., No. 1)1. A rough 
draft, gi\ing directioiisi for towing up tJie Order, cudoised “Council 
Table,’’ is given in Vol. COXIV., No. 2, Domestic (Clius. I.). 

t Council Registers (Cluis. I.), Vol. VII., pp. 450, 451. 
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“ Trustie and wellbeloved we greet you well. Whereas we 
are informed that the wortliie and corniiieiidable institution of 
yo'' voluntary Company of the Artillerie Garden, liatli been soe 
well pursued by yo"* industrious and forward endeavours that 
you are not only become ready and skiliull in the knowledge 
and use of Amies and military discipline, but that from tlience, 
as from a fruitfull Nuisery, all the trayned bands of our Cittie 
of JiOndon, and divers of tlie Companyes of the counties 
adjoyning have beene supi>lyed w'^‘ fitt and able Leaders and 
Olllcers, whereby our Service hath received much Advantage, 
and the kiiigdome in generall a very great bencfitt. And being 
unwilling that a Society of soe good use to the publiipie, and 
of soe mucli safetie and honor to our renowned Citie of liondon 
should be <lissolved or discontinued, we are given to under- 
stand it is in great danger through some distractions which you 
have lately suffered about the Election of your Captaine. We 
have thought fitt hereby to will you not be hastie to disband, 
but if ye lind tliat ye are molested needlesly or unjustly by 
any there, have recourse to us and you shall find such due 
encouragement as soe comendable a Societie deserves. Given 
att our Court at Newmarkett, the Eight day of Marcli, in the 
yeaventh yeare of our Kaigne. 

“ To our trustie and wellbeloved Humfrie Siiiitli, Aid' presi- 
dent of tlie Company exercisinge Armes in the 
Artillerie Garden, London, and to the llest of the Coni- 
paiiie.” * 

Gii the I2tii of March the Order of the Privy Council of the 

* l)oini‘.vlic (C’liiis. ].), Vol. (!( ^\1 V., Xo, 17. A copy of ()r<lor in Council 
annexed, (bited Snl July, JC12: iMidorsc<l, “ Hcceived ALcli. ’ There 
is iiLo 11 letter in Hie Public Hetord Olfice fruni Secretary Wiinlebaiih, 
oinlursed by tlie writ(‘r Minute ut’iiiy Jettcr to His Majesty cojnxjijiiiig the 
business His Majesty li*ft with me in charge to be [u-uposed to the liorils in 
bis absence at Newmarket. Coiieeniing the City's trained iiuiii [practising 
in the] Artillery Yard, the Lords submit to the King the nomimiticui of a 
Captain in place of him who is lately dead, and humbly desire to under- 
stand your further pleasure therein.” Domestic (Clias. I.), Vol. CCXXIW 
No. 40. 
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2n(l inst. was read at a Court of Aldermen, by whicli the Lord 
IMayoi* was reciiiired to take particular information of the dis- 
orders which were committed by divers practising arms in the 
Artillery Garden; and of a letter sent from their Lordships, 
admonishing the Court to be more careful for the future in the 
suj)pressing of like disorders so soon as they appear ; and also 
of a copy of a letter from His Majesty directed to the President 
of the said Artillery Garden, whereby the Company was com- 
manded not hastily to disband. 

It was thought lit and ordered that a Special Court of Alder- 
men should be held the following afternoon, and that the names 
of two hundred, or thereabouts, of those practising arms in the 
said Garden, should be summoned to appear then before the 
Court to state whether they would continue their practice 
under the rule and government of the Court ; and Sir llugli 
Hamerslcy, Kt. and Alderman, Mr. Alderman (Jlitlieroc and Mr. 
Alderman Ahdie, were .directed, that night, to address theiiiselves 
to the Eight Hon. Sir Edward ( -oke, and acquaint his honour 
with the proceedings of that Society upon the receipt of that His 
Majesty’s letter, and also of the proceedings and intentions of 
the Court of Aldermen, and to receive his honour’s directions in 
the mattei’ on behalf of the Court to stop further proceedings 
of that Society to His Majesty.* 

The Court of Aldermen appointed a Committee on the 13th 
of March, who, with Capt. Raw^den, Capt. Pond, Capt. Lang- 
ham, Capt Ditchfield, Ca]>t. Lee, and Capt. Crispe, or any four 
of them, w'ere directed to wait on the Privy Council, at two 
o’clock the following afternoon, touching the proceeding of the 
Court and the Society Practising Arms in the Artillery Garden, 
and to report their proceedings to the Court.f 

The Ihivy C.^ouncil were much displeased at the letter addressed 
by the King to the Company ; and on the 16th of March they 
wrote to His Majesty, stating that complaint had been made 
to them by the Lord Mayor and Aldermen that a tumultuous 
company of those who had leave to exercise arms in the Arlilleiy 
Garden had presumed, without warrant, to assemble and choose 

* Kepertory, Vol. XLVI., It'. 127, 132. 


t Ideiu, f. 134. 
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ii new President and Deputy-President, iind to call a Court and to 
reject a (Japtain whom the Lord Mayor had chosen, who had been 
noniiiiated by themselves. The election of a new Captain was also 
proposed ; and that for his choice the house (as they called it) 
was divided, the doors locked, and the key brought to the Deputy, 
with otlier factious acts M*hieh required further examination. 
Since this they liad seen a copy of the letter obtained from His 
Alajesty, and thought it their duty to actpiaiiit him that, in their 
o[)iuion, tlie procurers thereof deserve to be blamed for causing 
it to be directed to Alderuian Smith, as President of the Coiii- 
])any, wlio, being factiously chosen, did, in duty to Jlis Majesty, 
and the ( ’ity, refuse to accept tlie charge whicli this suj)erscriptiun 
might seem to impose iqjoii liim; and so to aulliorise all the rest oi‘ 
tlieir irregular actions, if by his own ])rincely wisdom a clause 
had not been inserted, wli(U‘(‘.by tluj jus^ i(‘.e of their prcjtences was 
reserved to a lit and necessary exjuiiination. Ibit l)ofo''e tliey knew 
of this letter they ratified former orders of the J)oard to supjKjrt 
the dty’s government in this business, and withal niproved by 
letter the remissness of the Mayor and .Vldermen, in letting fall 
that authority which the State had committed to their trust. 

(.)f this order of theirs the Comjmiiy taking notice, chose a 
(^)mnuttee of twelve, with liberty to be assisted with as many 
more as they ])leased, both to petition tlie Lord Mayor and that 
Jioard, which they performed in such manner as the Council 
conceived to be without precedent, and worthy ot censure, to 
which the Council would have proceeded, if in regard ot the 
reservation in His Majesty^s letter they had not in duty first 
ascertained his further pleasure. 

Hut they found, upon a second exiimiiiatiou ol lornier Acts ot 
Council, that howsoever the wisdom of tlie State had cherislied 
and encouraged this martial company, yet it still made it subject 
to the government of the Lord Mayor as the King s Lieutenant, 
and of the Aldermen, by committing unto them the appointment 
of officers, and estahlishment of orders ; yet in the choice of their 
Captain there was other reservation for the approval ot the 
Council Board, without which neither Mayor nor Aldermen, and 
much less the Company, had, or ought to have, any power ot 
election or nomination. And they thought tit that their orders 
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should also he confirmed by the aiiproval of the Hoard, which, if 
His Majesty should be pleased so to regulate, there was hope 
that (if a moderate hand was earned in the clioice of such a 
Captain as might be free from the exceptions taken to others, 
though in other resjiects worthy soldiers,) the Mayor and Alder- 
men MM)uld see that the Company mis upheld with more able 
men than many that were admitted, and who (tliey say) were 
tlie authors of all those disorders. Their only care was, for His 
Majesty’s service, to reduce tlic Company to obedience, “ and to 
sup])ress popular faction witliin this your Koyal Chamber, 
which may produce evil effects, if the least way be given to it.” 
l.)ated the Kith March, and signed by Lord Keeper, Earl of Kellie, 
Lord Viscount Wentwortli, Lord Viscount Falkland, Lord Jhslioj) 
of London, Lord Cottington, and Mr. Secretary Coke.* 

On the 4th of April the Privy Council ordered that the 
xildermen, and such as were employed by the Lord Mayor and 
(-ourt of Aldermen about the business of the Artillery Oardeii, 
should attend on Wednesday, the 11th of April, in the afternoon, 
at which time those appointed by the Artillery Company were 
likewise to atteiid.f 

At a Council held on the 18th of April, His Majesty (being 
present) did declare his resolution in the controversy between 
the Lord Slay or and Aldermen and the Company of the Artil- 
lery Garden, which had Ijeen formerly heard by His iMajesty 
and the Ixuds of his (](miicil on the eleventh of that month, as 
well as on several previous occasions. And, first. His Majesty, 
according to the true meaning of the orders for the first in- 
stitution of the Company, and according to the voluntary 
submission of both the j)arties, resolved to take the election 
of the Captain of the Company of the Artillery (Jarden in 
his own hands. And declared, with the advice of the Board, 
that neither the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, nor the Company, 
ought to have the election of the Captain. And for that purpose. 
His Majesty did declare the election made by the l..ord Mayor 

* C.^ouudl Kegisterrf (Chas. I.), Vol. VIT., j)]), 402, 40.3. 

t Idem, p. 50e. These proceedings of the 11th of April are n<jt entcreil 
in the Council llcgblcr. 
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and Aldermen, as hy the said Company, of the Captain and of 
all other officers, void and of none eflect. And, further, His 
Majesty resolved and ordered, with the advice of the Hoard, 
that the election of the President and of all other officers sliould 
be in his own hands ; yet, because he would not at all times l)e 
put to tlie trouble to choose those officers, he commanded the 
Lord Mayor and Alderiiieii now and hereafter to elcntt tlioni, 
saving the Captain, whom His Majesty liiniself would think fit 
to lake the pains toclioose; in which number of olUi*.ers the 
Treasurer’s place was not included, but that, ludng a particadar 
trust, was loft to the choice of the Company. 

And whereas, upon examination of the said controversy, it 
was found that orders ior the government of the Coin[)any had 
not yet been made, as was first intended, His Majesty would be 
pleased to consult with Ilis Lords of the (’ouncil for such orders 
to be framed and established for their govennneiit as sliould l>e 
ret[iiisite. Aud, lastly, as His Majesty, witli^the advice of the 
Hoard, held it reasonable that the aiitliority of the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen should bo countenanced and ujdicld in the 
government of the several parts of the City, under His Majesty, 
and should always approve their fitting endeavours to vindicate 
the same, so he did not approve the expressions used by word 
of mouth, and in some petitions by the said Company, inti- 
mating a cousecj lienee of disbanding if their desires were not 
yielded unto, nor the disorders and contentious which appeared 
in their proceedings.* 

1(533. — The Lords of the Council wu-ote to the Lord Mayor, on 
the 23rd of January, saying that as His Majesty had reserved to 
himself the choice and nomination of the Captain, to instruct and 
direct the Company of the Artillery Garden ; and having taken 
especial notice of the sufficiency and long experience of Ser- 
geant-Major Taylor,— both by his long employment in the wars 
of the Low Countries, and since his return from thence in His 
Majesly^s own service, where he had borne the oflice of Sergeant- 

* (Clias. £.), Vol. Vll., pp. 520, 521 ; ami Remein- 

Uraiieia, Vol. VIJ., No 20, and Vol. VIIL, No. 02. 
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Major and Lieutenant of Ordnance in tlie field, in wliieh lie had 
behaved with good commendation, as it became an honest, 
valiant, and expert soldier. And as the Captainship of the 
Artillery Garden was then vacant by tlie death of Colonel 
llacklewit, lately deceased, they were directed by His Majesty to 
express his pleasure, ami to let them know, that His Majesty 
had elected, nominated, and appointed the said Sergeant-Major 
Taylor to the place of Captain. And, in His Majesty’s name 
by virtue hereof, they required them not only to cause him to 
be admitted and received into the said place and charge, but 
also to be treated with all courtesy and res])ect, fis a person 
whom His Majesty esteemed. And, further, they recpiired them, 
as soon as convenient, to call the Company tog('ther, and 
deliver unto them His Majesty’s expressed pleasure. And so, 
not doubting of His Lordship’s care to perform His Majesty’s 
directions they bid His Lordship farewell.* 

On the 28Ui of February, Sir Hugh Hamersley, President of 
the (Jompany, informed the Court of Aldermen that,in accordance 
with their Order of the 19th of Fehruary, lui summoned the Com- 
pany together, and presented unto them Sergeant-ilajor Taylor, 
and signified unto tlumi that His Majesty had ciioson him to In) 
their Captain ; and caused His Majesty’s letter to that effect to 
be read to them. He then desired the (Jourt to discharge 
him from the place of President of the Society, which, they 
having duly considered, granted liis reipiest, and nominated Sir 
James Campbell, Mr. Alderman Bloomfield, Mr. Alderman Fen, 
Mr. Alderman Harvey, and Mr. Alderman Smith, from whom 
Sir James Campbell was chosen President; but as lie alleged his 
inability to undertake the place, in consequence of his w'aut of 
experience, and Alderman Fen having only one vote less for 
the place, the Court nominated them both again ; and altliougli 
the latter much desired to be excused on account of liis age, 
being unfit to take upon him the duties, yet the Court, from 
their knowledge of his worth and efficiency (he being one of the 
City’s Colonels), elected him Captain of the Company; but 

* Council Rt'j'isters (('has*. I.), Vol. VIIT., ]>. 385 ; mid Rcmomln-ancia, 
VolVll., No. 83. 
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lie requested time to consider whether lie would accept the 
place.* 

On the 7th of March, the Court ordered that the President of 
the Company, calling unto him such nicmhers as he thought 
fit, should consider proper persons for olFicers, and present their 
names in writing to the Court, so that they might elect them in 
accordance with Ilis Majesty’s commands. t 

At a meeting of the Court of Aldermen, on tlie 12th of March, 
Alderman Fen accepted tin) place of President of the ('ompaiiy, 
and ])rosciited the names of divers persons for election, as also the 
jiames of those to be elected officers, 'riie (.^ourt, witli llie advice 
of the President, elected the following : — Capt. IJayden, to lie 
Depiity-Pi’esideiit ; Caj)!. John Milward, Capt. Ceorge Langham, 
(.■ai)t. John Fen, Capt. Fdward Ditchihdd, Capt. Xieliolas Crispe, 
Air. George Dun, Mr. William Flye, Mr. Alexander Rormiiigton, 
Air. Xathaniel Thornell, Mr. Jonathan Gaiithorne, Air. John 
'Frencli, Alr.Nathanicl Slieppard, Alr.William Alanby, Air. William 
Stretton, Air. Robert Davys, Mr. Tliomas Whitehead, Air. Henry 
Saunders, Air. Rowe, Air. John Shawe, Air, George Stretton, 
Air. Timothy Crusoe, and Air. Edward Peirce, to I)e t!m Assistants; 
and of Air. William Stretton and All-. 'J'lioinas AVhitchread, to he 
the Lieutenants; and of Air. P>artholomew Philpott and Air. 
Henry Saunders, to be the Ensigns ; and of Air. Ro)>ert Lewes, 
Air. John Shawe, Air, George Stretton, and Air. Alartiii Piiuler, 
to be the Surveyors of Arms ; and of Jialph A'labb, Heniy 
Novell, Ralph Cotchford, and Robert Salter, to be the Sergeants ; 
and of Henry Pollard, Richard Armstrong, Henry Itussell, and 
.loiiii Reeby, to be the Drummers; and of William Fox, to be 
the Fife; of William Crowther, to be the Armourer ; of John 
Norcott, to be the Gunsmith ; of Edward Mathewes, to be the 
Clerk ; and Edward Glover, to be the Beadle.J 
The King having been informed that the place of Captain of 
the Artillery Garden was void, by the death of Captain Taylor, 
recommended Captain Walter Neale, in consequeuce of the 
iaithful favours done by him, and his abilities in military disci- 

* Rei>ertoiy, Vol. XLVII., f. 14:i. 
t Tdeiii, r. IT)!. X 0. 153, 151. 
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pliiie, and doubted not that they would readily confer the place 
on him ; which the King would retain in liis princely remem- 
brance for their benefit as occasion should present.* * * § 

On the 12th of December His Majesty’s letter was read at a 
Court of Aldermen, recommending Captain Walter Neale to be 
Captain of the Artillery Garden in place of Captan Taylor, de- 
ceased ; and Mr. Alderman Fen, the President of the CJoinpany, 
was directed to communicate it to them, so that lie might be 
admitted, in obedience to His Majesty’s cominaiids.f 
The Commissioners for ArcheryJ petitioned the Privy Council 
on the subject of the Jlrickmakers destroying tlie fields, which, 
according to their Order of the 17th of July, they Imd provided 
for the laudable exercise of archery. The Prickmakers had not 
complied with their Lordships’ Order to fill u]) the ground, but 
continued to dig earth. One of them, liobert Needle, promised 
the Commissioners not to make up the earth, but soon after set 
a number of men to work, and then went out of town. They 
had lately broken up fresh ground within twenty yards of the 
place the Commissioners had taken such care to jireserve ; and 
one Adam Crispe had also dug up new ground adjoining his 
former work. The Commissioners begged the Council to con- 
sider the matter, and take such steps against the two oflenders 
as they should think fit, and also that they would ratily their 
former order for levelling the ground and preserving the same.§ 
Subsequently Joseph Oldfield, a brickmaker, petitioned the 
King, saying, that upon tlie unjust information of four or five of 
the Commissioners for Archery, he had been obliged to take other 
ground which the Archers never had anything to do with, and 
prayed for liberty to make bricks of it, like other subjects. For 
the superlluo\is pleasure of the citizens he had for five years hcjen 


* Doiucst'u (Chus. 1.), Vol. Pt'LlN., >so. “U. 

\ Uepedory, Vo\. XLYIH., f, 30^. 

X Appointed 1)V tin* Kings Lotlei-s Patent. See Doincstie. (Ohas. 1.), Vol. 
CCXXVL, Xo. 49. Patent Roll 8 (CHias. 1.), ])art 8 (in tlorso), and .Ap- 
pendix C. No. 5. 

§ Doinestiu (C’has. I.), Vol. CCLVll., No. 106. See Council Regist(;rs 
(C?has. I.), Vol. VIIL, p. 557 (12tli April), pp. 591, 592 (2Ctb April) ; 
Vol. IX., p. 160 (17th July), ainl p. 508 (28tli February, 1684). 
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exiled from In's Avlmlo estate, Avlii<*h was then worth £1,200, and 
not only left without means of livelihood, hut Avas £40 in deht.^' 
The Artillery Garden had noAV heeome a recognised School 
for Gunners, on a similar plan to th.at Avhicli William Thomas, 
the Master-Gunner in 1081-2, so long advocated and tried to 
establish; ceiiilieates heijig granted from thence to candidates 
lor the a])p{)intment of gunners in the Xavy. 

On the Kith of Decemlxu*, Horatio, Lord ^’^erc, Master of the 
Ordnance, rccomniendiMl Jolin Spencer to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, as a gunner in one of the neAV ships, as,jiniongst 
other ([ualilications, he Inad heeii a scholar in the Artillery 
Garden. He Avas also recommended hy the Master-Gunner of 
Kngland for the same reasoji, and also hecause he aa’rs “aide to 
do well at the tail of a ])iecc of ordnance.” i* 

Ihe post of gunner in the Artillery Garden Avas evidently 
souglit after. On the Gth of June, 1034, Sir Edward Nicholas 
Avrote to t]u‘, S(‘cretary of Lord A^ere, soliciting for John AndroAvs, 
an honest and faithful servant of his, an able man of body, and 
very apt, avIio belonged to the Artillery Gardeii, tlie place of a 
gunner, lately void hy the deatli of a brcAver in SoiitiiAvark, and 
stated tluit he Avas ready to pay what others usually gave.}' 
William Xead, an Archer, im^ented a Aveapon, consisting of 
a how and a pike combined, Avhieh Avas used for some time 
by the Company. In 1625 he published a description of it, 
dedicated to the King, in which he says that he gave a pike 
and boAV and sheaf of arroAVS to the tAvo Gardens of I^ondou and 
Westminster ; and that the worthy Society of the Artillery 
Garden in London had practised it ever since. The Lord Mayor 
every year issued a proclamation for tlie encouragement and 
maintenance of archery ; and forrnei'ly it Avas from the best of 
these Archers that the King’s Yeomen of the Guard were chosen ; 

^ AN'hich encouraged many, in hope of .sucli preferment, to exercise 
shooting, and hcconie very exi)ert howjueii. 


* Doiuoslio ((Mias.I.),Vol.Ot'C;CVIl.,No.9U. Si-c also Vol.C(XMiXXVIL, 
Xn. 50, and \(A. (X T'CXV., Xn. 102. 
t Vol. CXf'VIL, X(». 4, and Vol. CCLlf., Xo'^. 5a and 05. 
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By new inventions war bad become filtered, and tbe l)OW was 
cast aside as altogether unserviceable. Some inventions were 
both wicked and an offence to God and man, “amongst which 
Bartholdus Swart, the Franciscan friar, with his most devilish 
invention of giinpoAvder, is the most damnable, and from hell 
itself invented.” The ancient and famous weapon of the how and 
arrow liad become (juitc extinguished, and although other nations 
made use of new inventions, they did not leave off the bows ; 
hut with us hand-guns and muskets were in recjuest, although a 
man could shoot six arrows in the time requireil to fire a 
niiiskot. 

ft had then (IG2o) been in nse for the last twelve months by 
the Artillery Com])any, and was approviid of by them and by 
Captain Bingham.^ 

Tn he ])resonted a petition to the Privy Council, stating 
tliat His Majesty had fipproved of his warlike invention, aiid givmi 
dire(itioiis for it to bo practised in martial discipfiiie, wliicli lead 
been done acconlingly in tbe Artillery (Jardon. Ife laid also ]>re- 
sented it to Parliament in the first year of tlie reign of His]Majosty, 
who appointed a Commiitoe of thirty members to iu(|uire into tbe 
subject, and they unanimously approved of it. After the dissolu- 
tion of Parliament he was referred by His Majesty to the (\mncil 
of War, to arrange some course for the general exercise of it, find 
to reward him. At the King's desire it was j)erfornied by dOO of 
the Artillery Company, in Ht. James’s Park, before His Majesty, 
and the Council of Stale and Council of War, with their appro- 
bation. Tt was then referred by the ICing to the Lord Keejier 
of tbe Great Seal and the Attorney-General, to advise a “loyal 
way bow to command the general exercise of tliis service.” 
After being again referred to the Council at War to arrange 
about its being practised. His Majesty directed a Commission 
to be drawn up authorizing him to teach it; and a Procla- 
mation, to be prepared by the Lord Keeper, to command the 
general exercise thereof, both of which were drawn up by the 

* The Douhle-aniUMl Man, by the Xew Invention. By William Nead, 
Archer. 1(525. IlhiKstraled with plates .showing the exercise of the how 
and the jnke. 
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Hononvable Sir Robert Heath, Lord C.'hief Justice of the Common 
rieas, then Attorncy-Clencral. 

As the Lord Keeper was not willing in a case of tliis nature 
to a])])rove ol it alone, all j)roclamations bein**' especially ap- 
pointed to pass the Council, he humbly i)rayed them that having 
regard to the general good which this invention might do to 
])osterity, both for offensive and defensive war, as well as to 
the laudable exercise of Archery, they would be ])leased, for 
the advancement of this i>ublic service, to put an end to the 
petitionei’s lojig attendance, by taking the said petition and 
proclamation into tlieir favourable consideration.* On the 19th 
of May, U)i>7, he again pctitioneil the Council, at the Inner Star 
Chamber, begging tliat sonie leward might be conferred on liis son 
and Iiiniself, and also that they would favour and advance the 
said exercise, which Avas apju’oved of and ordered to be used by 
the Lords-Ijieutenauts of many counties. The Council requested 
those liOrds- Lieutenants who were members of the Council to give 
them their opinion on the subject in Avriting, so that further course 
inight be taken as should be best ibr His Majesty's Sorvice.f 
The Court of Aldermen appointed a Committee, on the 22nd 
of April, l()il4, to consider this exercise (Avhich had been ordered 
by Royal Proclamation in August, 1(533), and on Ibe 13th of 
May they presented tlieir rejxwt, stating that the said Proclama- 
tion laid been several times jmblicly read to the Captain and 
Society Practising Arms in the A itillery (birden,Avliic]i they consi- 
dered the best jdace for it; and recommended that the Lord Mayor 
should give poAver to the Aldermen and Deputies to call out some 
of the Common ('ouncil in every Avard to assist them to take the 
names of persons fit and able for tlic said exercise, and especially 
thoseof the Trained Bands ; and the exercise Avas to he performed on 
holidays as much as jmssiblc, so as not to interfere Avith business.^ 
StOAV describes the Artillery Garden in this year as being sur- 
rounded by a brick Avail, and that the gunners from tlie ToAver 
juactised there every Thursdaj^ “ levelling certain brass pieces 

* Doiiu'slic (Clias. [.), Yol. CCXLTIL, No. 70. 

t Idem, V^ol. (HJCLVI., No. IJH. 

I fiepertory, Vol. XLVUJ. fV. 328-30. 



84 ITISTOIIY OF TIIK [CIIAULKS 1. 

of great artillery against a butt of earth made for that ])urpose : 
they discharged them for their exercise.” * 

lh34. — On the 14th of February, Alice Taylor, widow of 
Nathaniel Taylor, petitioned tlu‘- Privy Council, stating that lier 
husband, when a Sergeant-Major, was recuininended l)y llis 
Majesty to be Captain of the Artillery Garden, and was con- 
lirined in tliat appointment by the Privy Council, whicli lie lield 
whilst his health and life permitted, viz., twelve months, but 
did not receive any satisfaction for his pains. She was desired 
by the President of tlie Company not to trouble tlie tJouncil 
on the subject until he had conferred with the Company, wlio, 
having been assembled, refused to grant her anything, and slie was 
tlierefore obliged to ai)])eal to them as her husband died in debt, 
and had left some children. She therefore humbly besought them 
to Consider the sorrowful state of the comfortless widow and 
fatherless son.f 

On the 14th of Febi’uary, the Council wrote to Alderman 
Ven, President of the Artillery Garden, stating that Sergeant- 
Major Taylor having been formerly recommended Iw the King 
and Council to be Captain of the Company, it was ('xpected 
that the Company wonld allow him such salary and entertain- 
ment ” ill keeping with his quality and emiiloyineut. The Council 
had that day been informed by the petition of Alice Taylor, the 
widow of the deceased, that be had never leceived any salary or 
recompcnce, and that they had since refused her all ssitisfaotion. 
The Council considered it very just and reasonable that some 
competent allowance should he given to her by the Com]>any, and 
required tlie President to deal effectually with the Conqiany, as 
she was left in debt ; and he was to inform the Council, in writing, 
of their proceedings by Wednesday, the 10th of February. I 

At a Court of Aldermen, on the 26th of February, Alderman 
Fen, having been a year President of the. Company, maile hi.s 


* H()W(*\s Stow, Hfiok TT., pp. 07. 

t Doini^stii* (C'hiis. 1.), Vol. (HM^Vn., Nn. 108; and f’ouncil 
Vo]. 1X„ p. OOO. 

t (^(Minril Ib'piistors (Olia**. 1.), Vol. TX., pp. .SOO, r)01. 
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ojiriiost r(i(j[nest to1)e discharged in respect (»f his great age and 
inability of body ; but tlie Court, being desirous for liim to con- 
tinue, iioiiiinated liim again, together with Mr. Alderman llrom- 
lield, Mr. Alderiiian Smith, and Mr. Alderman (birroway, which 
i-esiilted in Alderman Sinitli being elected.* 

On the 1 .*»th ol’ May, the liecorder was ordered to sjxjak with 
Mr. Attfli’iiey-Ueneral, touching the writ of distringas brought 
against the Lord Mayor, citizens, and commonalty of the City, for 
and concerning some intrusion upon the Artillery Carden, and 
the City Solicitor was directed to attend the Recorder, and take 
care to defend as much of the said cause, at tlie City’s charge, 
as (concerned the (hty ; and as much as itonceriied the Society 
Rractisiug Anns in the said Harden, was to l)e defended by them 
at their own chargc.f 

In com])liaiice with an Order of the IMvv Comicil, it was 
tliought lit, and ordered hy the Court, on the 24th ol May, that 
Sir llugli Hamersley and Sir Janies Cam])l)ell, Kls. and 
Alderiium, Mr. Alderman Clitheroe, Mr. Alderman Fen, Sir 
Maurice Abbott, Kt. and Alderman, Mr. Alderman (Jarroway, 
and Mw Ahlermaii Abdy, should on the following Monday 
morning attend the Lords’ (’ornmittee, appointed by His Majesty 
for tlie settling of the ('ompany of tlie Artillery Harden, 

A curious Order in Coniicil was issued on the lUth of March, 
stating that His Majesty, having been pleased to reform “ the 
Marcli of the Englisli Nation,” wliich liad become corrupted hy 
time and the negligence of drummers, aud for the honour of 
tlie kingdom, to restore it to the ancient gravity thereof, by the 
establishment of one constant measure to be hereafter observed 
and beaten by all English drummers; directions were given 
for it to be imparted to the (Jolonels, and by the in to the 
Captains and Ollicers of the several regiments of the City, to be 
duly observed in all musters or military exercises of the Trained 
Bands.§ 

A document drawn up about this period, probably by the 

* Iv»*]>c*rl»uy, V(»l. XLVIll., f. IIS. 
t TJcMii, f. 327. t hlciu, t‘. 340. 
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Secretary ol* Stale, gives a sketch of the proceedings connected 
with the Company during the previous fonr-and-tweuty years, 
and suggests improvemeuts, wliich were afterw ards adopted hy 
ail Order in Council on the 4th of July : — 

“The Military Company of the City of London continued 
about four-and-twenty years in the laudable and orderly exercise 
of arms, to tlie good liking of llis Majesty, the boiielft of the 
kingdom, and honour of the City, until after the death of Captain 
Henry W.aller, at w'ljich time a <|UCstion arose, betwixt tlicm and 
the [.ord Mayor, and Court of Aldermen. The controversy was 
about the election of their Captain; the Company pretending 
they liad tlie free election, and Avere only bound to present one 
Avhom they should choose for Cajitain unto the Lord Mayor and 
Court of Aldermen for approbation. The Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen allege, on the contrary, that they ought to present 
thrciC, or, at least, Iavo, and of them the Lord Mayor and xildcr- 
lueii to make choice of one. 

“ This dilference could not be reconciled but by the interposed 
authority of His Majesty and the Lords of liis Council. 

“ After many allegations at the Council table on the one side 
and the other, it Avas at last determined by their J^ordsliips (the 
King being then present) that neitlmr the Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen, nor the Company, should have hereafter choice of the 
Captain nor any other of the Ollicers, but their election should 
wholly be reserved unto His Majesty (the Treasurer only excep- 
ted, which Avas left unto the Company's free choice). It was then 
likeAvisc ordered that His Majesty should immediately choose the 
Captain himself ; but command Avas given unto the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen as his substitutes, and until His Majesty should 
please to take that trouble upon himself, to make choice of all 
the other officers of the Comiiany, as at large appears by Order, 
dated 18th April, 1632. 

“ Since that Order the accustomed exercise of Arms hath been 
neglected, and those officers of the Company Avhich ought to 
have salaries have not been paid, and at the general days of 
exercise the appearance of the Company hath been so small that 
it hath scorned only to have the name of a Company, but really 
to be none 
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“ Some of the Com])aiiy, notwithstanding, are well pleased 
with what hath been established by the last Order, but they 
are so few in number that their goodwill for the present avails 
but little or nothing. 

“ Unless, therefore, some convenient order be taken for the 
reuniting of tliis disjointed Company, or else for the erecting of 
anotlier*(both wiiich must be done l)y one and the same means), 
the commendable and most necessary exercise of Arms will be 
totally neglected in tliis City. 

But because Tlis Majesty is pleased this Company shall not 
disband, but continue as heretofore, for the rennitihg therefore 
of the said (.^ompany either of these w^ays may probably be 
taken : 

“1. If H is Majesty would be pleased to grant unto the 
Company all the juivileges they formerly enjoyed ; or the 
same to be conferred upon the Lord Mayor and Court of 
Aldermen. 

“2. If His ]\Iajesty w'ould please that the Com]>any might 
present three, wdiereof His Majesty to nominate one for Cajilain, 
as is done for the juicking of Sheriifs ; or (dse i-hat the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen might make the same pr(‘seiitnu‘nt. 

'SL If His ]\lajesty will not alter the last Order made, then 
some privileges morij than ordinary to 1)C granted to the (.’om- 
paiiy, which may iii\ite men, besides the love of arms, to be of 
that Society. 

“ Whichsoever of these may be chosen, yet it may seem neces- 
sary that the Captain at his election be sworn an Otlicer to His 
Majesty. 

“ It may likewise be considered that none but the Captain or 
the Company in general can conveniently choose the inferior 
olliccrs under the Captain, because none else can know who are 
litting for the places. 

“ May it also be taken into consideration that wdiosoever shall 
elect the Captain, yet the entertainment for his service may be 
certain, and not arbitrary at the pleasure of the Company ; which 
entertainment may not seem to be less than ten shillings per 
diem, considering his continual attendance, the neglect of other 
employments, and his great expenses, which of necessity he 
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must be at tor the honour of the Uity and reputation of the 
Company. 

“Also, the present Captain (having been chosen hy Ilis 
Majesty) desireth so to continue, and not to lose so much honour 
as to he new elected l.)y any other, althoxigh His Majesty 
should confer the election of the Captain upon the City, or 
Company. 

“I.astly, when it shall be resolved what course iiiiist he 
taken for the setthjment of the Company, that then orders he 
drawn up by such as the Lords Commissioners shall appoint, 
and tlicn presented unto their said Lordshi[)s Jor conlir- 
mation.'’ * 

At a meeting of tlic Privy Council, on the 4th of July, it was 
stated that His Majesty, having a gracious care that the Com- 
pany of the Artillery Garden might he settled, so that all subjects 
of contention should he wholly removed, and tliat Ironi hence- 
forth all things sliould he conducted ([uietly and decently, and 
tlie Comi^any the more encouraged to continue their laudable 
military exercise, did, for the cftecting thereof, signify his Koyal 
pleasure in manner following, viz.,— That His Majesty would 
reserve to his own choice the a])pointing of the Ca])tain; that the 
Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen should have the election ol 
the President, and that all other ofliceis who did in any way be- 
long or have relation to the Coin])any should be chosen and aj)- 
poiiited by the nienihers of the Company ; and, lastly, that both 
the Captain, for his pains in the execution of his place (wherein 
Ife was to use all care and diligence) should have an allowance 
of £50 a*year out of the money paid ([uarterly by the members 
of the Company ; and that the officers who formerly received pay 
were also to have their accustomed salary. The Lord Mayor 
and Court of Aldermen, the President, Captain, and all others 
whom it might concern, were required, and in His Majesty's 
name expressly charged, to take particular notice, and to con- 
form themselves accordingly thereunto. And the members of 
the C>ompany, putting aside all dilferences, were speedily to 
return to their accustomed exercise of Arms, otherwise they 


* Domestic (Chas. 1.), Vol. CCCCVIIL, No. 177. 
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would 1)0 cst( 3 ( 3 niod coiitonipluoiis of His Miijesty's commands 
and incur his high displeasure.* * * § 

1035. — During tlio reigns of James I. and Charles 1. many 
towns ])eti tinned tlie Privy Council for permission to form Mili- 
tary Societies similar to the Artillery Company. On the 22iid of 
October, 1025, the Captains and trained men of Pnistol humbly 
b(*.gged to 1)6 allowed to establish “ an Artilleric Varde Xorth 
Yarmouth next aj)plied, on the 10 th of Jamiaiy of the following 
year ; and William Dutton, gentleman, of Chesteiv asked to be 
permitted to establish an Artillery Ytird in that city at his own 
expense, and to be a])])ointod Captain of it.l Ipswicli applied 
for a like permission 04 tlie 2 ytli of September, 1029, and Not- 
tiiigliani oil tlieolst of December in the same year; all of which 
wove autliorised to establish an “iVrlillery Yard,'’ as reciuested, 
but in all eases they were to he under the ciuurol of their 
respective Aldermcii.J 

Caj)tain Francis Drove, and others exercising Arms in the 
Martial Yard in Southwark, petitioned the King, stating that 
they had taken ground at Horssey down,” Southwark, called 
the Martial Yard, which they had surrounded with a brick wall, 
for the practice of martial discipline ; and asked for a licence to 
build an armoury, and that the ground for that purpose should be 
set out by the Karl Marshal, Chief Commisioner for J.Uiildings .55 

Maitland describes this ground in 1739 as having in olden 
times been a grazing-ground, called Horsedown, afterwards cor- 
rupted into Horselydown, and the ground then occupied by the 
churcli and cemetery of St. John’s, Southwark, was formerly 
called the Artillery C round, where the Trained Ihiiids of South- 
wark used to exercise ; there was also a large liandsomc building 
ill Parish Street, called the Artillery House, afterwards converted 
into a workhouse. There was also another Military or Artillery 

* Council lioiristiTs ((Mms. I.) Vol. X,, pp, 7:i, TU ; lleuniiiilauuciii, 
Vo). VII., No. 121, jiiul Vul. VIII., No. i;il. 

t CJouiicil Hc^i.slcis (Olias. I.), Vo). I., pp. 141, 212, .325. 

X Idem, Vol. V., P]). 44t>, 5(59. 

§ Domestic (Cluis. I.), Vol. CCOXL., No. 41 (with phuis, &c.). 
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(iroiiiid, Avhere Gerard Street ^vas afterwards built, wlieni the 
Middlesex Militia and Westminster Trained Bands used to 
exercise, in the parish of St. Anne’s, AVestminster, which had 
been taken from St. Marti n’s-in-the-Fields, and created a 
sci)arate parish in 1()7<S.* 

On the Gth of March, the “ Military Company ” by petition, 
informed the Council that they had purchased a piece of 
ground tlien called the Military Yard, in the name of cer- 
tain feoffees, then members of the Company, and had lately 
erected an armoury on it ftw the safe keeping of tlieir arms. 
Tlie said Company were content and agreed that the said 
feotfes, for their indemnity should hold the ground and armoury 
ill their own right until the money borrowcul was repaid by 
the Company, to which elfect they made a public Act, and 
thereu 1)011 all the feoffes had engaged themselves for the said 
moneys, save only one, John Collier, who, though he had lieen 
often entreated, refused either to engage himself for the said 
money, or to release the trust in him reposed. I’heir Lordships, 
taking these particulars into consideration, ordered, according to 
their petition, that the said Collier should either continue a 
member of the said Society, and stand engaged wuth tlie rest of 
the fcolfoes for such moneys as in his behalf were and should l)e 
necessarily borrowc<l, or else release the trust; and that if ho 
would do neither of these he was to attend the Board without 
delay, to sliow cause to the contrary .“f- 

On the arrival of the Ambassador of the Emperor of Morocco, 
on the Ibth of October, 1G37, about 400 of the gentlemen of the 
“ Military,” or Trained Bands, commanded by C-apt. E. Torter, 
formed a guard of honour in the Strand, near Somerset ITouse.J 

The above-named “Military Company ” is probably the one 
referred to in the following : — 

On the 8th of May “ a Warrant directed to Endiniion 
Porter, Esq., Captain at the Military Company, and to the 
Colonel of the Artillery, London.” 

“As the Council were given to understand that the Company of 


^ Muitliiiul, pp. 710, aiul 7S7, 7ss 
t Council JicgiHter.s (Clias. J,), X., p. 401. 

t Pageants : Guildhall Library. 
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Trained Bands are willing to honour tlie interment of tlie body of 
the Lord Vere, with their attendance uj>oti it, the Council in 
res})ect of the nobleness and merit of his person thiidv lit to 
give tlieni leave to assemlde and wait tliereui)ou this evening, 
the 8th of May.” A ])Ostseript says tlieir Lordships’ jjleasure 
Avas that the funeral should be over before six o’clock.* 

This was probably one of the societies formed in iniitalioii of 
the Artilleiy (larden, wliich sprung \ip tliroughout tlic Kingdom, 
a-nd of which mentioji has already ]»een made.f 

On the of February, a Ji(»yal Warrant was issued 
to Sir John lleydoii, Lieiileuant of the Ordnance, to give orders 
for tlie making of a luitt and platform at Fox ball [VauxlialJ], 
siiuilai* to the one at the Artillery Oarden.| 

The Artilleiy Company having api>lied for a piece of ground 
for their own excliisi\e use; at a CouH of Ahlermen, held on 
the loth of October, it was ordered that, upon the immble peti- 
tion of the Fresident, Captains and Citizens exercising arms in 
the Artillery Carden, the (-onrt, for the reasons expressed in 
the said ]ietitioii, thought fit and ordered that Sir Hugh Ham- 
ersley, Sir (Jeorge Wliitmore, Knights and Aldermen, Mr. 
Alderman Broomlield, Mr .Alderman Fen, Sir Maurice Abbott, 
Knight and Alderman; Mr. Alderman Smith, Mr. Alderman 
Andrews, Mr. Stone and Mr. Fheasaimt, or any live of them, 
calling unto them Mr. Controller of the Chanihcr, sliould view so 
much of ‘Bunhill Fields J as Avas desired by the said petitioners 
for exercise of tlie Company, and the 1’rained Bands of the 
City, and consider how the said Company might, Avith coiiveni- 
ence, be accommo<lated in their desire, and report the same in 
writing to the Court.§ 

](;g7 . — Oji tin? 1st of March Alderman Smith, JVcsidciit of 
the Artillery Carden, requested the Court of Aldermen to dis- 

* Council Registers ((Mias. L), Vul. X., p. raj-l. 

+ Sec p. 58. X I><»uje>li<- ((Mias. 1.), Vol. (:(‘LX., Xu. 10:2. 

t (111 the I3ili of January, 1570, Henry, Lord Jluds«»n, wrote from 
Uerwick to Sir William Cecil, “If tlicie was a fort made, at liunlnll, it 
would ho a great scciiiity to the Archom of Finsbury Fields.” Domestic 
(Eliz.), AMd. WIL, 1570, and Addenda, Calendar of State Papers, 15()G*Vl>, 
p. 11)5. § Repertory, V^ul. XJJX., f. 329. 
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(tluirge liini in conse([uence of weakiiofis of l)ody: the Court 
acknowledging with thankfulness his long and good service in 
that position, complied witli l)is re(piest, and elected Alderman 
Andrews in his place.* 

1G38. — At a Meeting of tlie Council of War, at Ilamidoii 
(knirt, on the Ulth of Sei)teml>er, it was stated that the proportion 
of powder ordinarily allowed for a charge for a musket was the 
full weight of the bullet, which was found too groat, as the recoil 
occasioned made tlic men forbear to take aim, and to tire with 
rai)idity and effect. The Karl of Newport was therefore rc([uested 
to assemble some of the offictws of the Artillery Garden, and 
others, to make trials with the full, and also with half, the ordi- 
nary charge, and to report thereon.*!* 

Cai)tvun Walter Neale, the Captain of the Artillery Garden, 
presenied a petition to the King, stating that he was formerly a 
suitor for the ])ost of Muster-Master of the City, but that His 
Majesty did not then think it necessary to appoint such an oflicer, 
but had siiKje recommended Captain Fisher for that jdace. He 
had, at great expense and continual trouble, efie.ctually re- 
united and established the Company of the Artillery Garden, 
and had brought it to greater perfection than it had ever heen 
before. There was also a necessary relation and dependence 
between tlio Miistcr-MasteFs place and that of Captain of the 
Company, who u as bound to continual attendance and labour 
in excreasiiig the i)riiicipal citizens in martial discipline, whereby 
the forces of the City were always furiiislied with able com- 
manders out of the (’ompany, and the ])rivate soldiers made 
ready for the general musters, for which trouble he had only the 
small allowance of £o() per aniiiun, and was then, from want of 
competent means, driven to great extremities, lie therefore 
begged that His Majesty would consider his .claims for the 
post, or refer them to the Privy Council.^ 

The Corporation offered great opposition to the appointment 

* Kopi vtory, Vol. Lil,, f. 104. 
t ].)(>iuftstic (CJlias. 1.), Vol. (?CiJXCVin., xVo. 1)5. 

J Domestic (Jus. I.), Vol. LXXXIV., No. 42. This (locinucnt hiis been 
iiiserlecl in a volume for the year 1615, whicli must l)e an error. 
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of a Afiister-Master, as iiUiieccssary ; but, in the cud, Captain 
Fisher was appointed. 

As there liad formerly been, for the security of the Colonies, 
“ an experimented soldier with the title of Marshal,” who had 
charf^e of all n^arti^d affairs, Captain Neale afterwards applied 
to be n])p()iutod Marshal in Virginia, with an allowance of 30s. 
])er diem; which, he said, was, in proportion, far less than that 
formerly allowed to others, — to bo paid out of the ciisloiiis arising 
from the commodities of that Country, and that he might have 
means to plant some ])eople of his own there.'*' 

Later he again petitioned the King, setting forth his preten- 
sions to the (iovernmeiit of New England, as lie had served in 
all the King’s expeditions for the past twenty years ; connnaiided 
for four years and brought to perfection the Company of the 
Aitillery (Jarden; lived three year.s in New England, and made 
greater discoveries than had e\er heen made hefore. '‘Exactly 
discovered” all the rivers and harbours in the habitable parts of 
the counlry ; exerted himself for the general good of the country 
by reforming abuses; imnisbed the cruelties of the natives, and 
com}>elled them to make iieace; and be was also able to settle 
a staple trade of commodities, especially for building ships, lie 
lliovcl’ore jirayod that bo might be ajipointed Covenior, but was 
not successful."}" 

At the recpiest of the ('aptaiiis and others exercising arms in 
the Artillery Cfarden, the Court of Aldermen, on the 31st of 
dune, directed that the Committee appointed on the loth of 
Cetober, liJ.'lo, to view Iluiihill Fields, wbieli the Society Prac- 
tising Arms in the said Carden had petitioned for exercise of 
themselves and the Trained Haiiils, might forthwith meet and 
pursue th(^ direetiojis of that order, as tliey are much hindered 

* (N)l(.iiial ((Mias. J.), Vol. VJ., No. 24. 

t (Vaoiiial ((Jlias. 1.), Yol. 1\. No. i;JI. lii UVM (0 the (‘oniicil of New 
granted, by indenture, to Sir V. Ut'orges and others tin* ho\ise and 
lilantatioii sitnaled on the Hiver I*iseatauiia, lately hehmging to (’apt. W. 
Neale; and on the 4tli of Xoveinhei*, at Warwick House, Holliorn, the 
(’oiincil sealid patents containing a grant of C^ajit. Neale’s ])lantation to 
(’ai)t. Tlionias (‘ainniock, consisting of 15,000 acres on the oast side of the 
Hlack]M)int Hivor. (Vdonial (CMuis. 1.), Vol. YT., Nos. 2t). 
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in perfovniiiij^^ tluiir exercise in the Artillery (warden. The Court, 
having resj^ect to that noble and worthy exercise, thought tit to 
order that Mr. Alderman Garroway, Mr. Alderman Gui-ney, and 
Mr. Aldenuan (hiyer should join witli the former (^jinmitteos, 
and that tliey, or any five of tliem, calling unto them the Con- 
troller of the Cliamber should, with all convenience, view as 
much of llunhill Fields as the Company re(]uired, and rej>ort 
tlieir opinion to the Court. 

On the olst of duly, Aldermen Granmer, Harrison, and Abbott, 
w’ore added to the Committee, and were ordered to iiuiuire into 
the objections of, the llowy(irs and Fletchers and f)tliers to 
Ihinhill Fields being converted into an Artillery Garden.* 

Tlie Company having invited the T^orJ Mayor and Aldermen 
to tbcir feast at Mereliant Taylors’ Hall, the Court of Aldermen, 
on tlic lOtli of October, ord(H‘cd the Chamberlain to i)ay the 
Stewards XI 0 as a gift towards the cxi)enses.*I" 

At a meeting of tlie Council, at Oatlaiids, on the 10th of 
September, tlieir Lordships, by His Majesty’s (iommajid, hoard 
Sir J. Hey don, Kt., Tdeutenant of the Ordnance, and Mr. 
Wemys, IVIaster-Gumier of England, touching the difference 
between them concerning a dwelling-house, and the Artillery 
Garden, where Flis Majesty’s feed and other gunners practised 
to discharge ordnance. As it appeared that the custody of the 
Garden was granted by Letters Patent, in express words, to 
the said Lieutenant of the Ordnance, notwithstanding that it 
was testified by several ancient men, that the said bouse and 
ground had for many years been enjoyed by the Master-Gunner 
of England, tbeir Lordships rcfeiTed the point of right to the 
Lord Treasurer and Lord (.'ottington, who were desired to call 
the Attorney-General, and to consider where the right did rest, 
and to certify to His Majesty their opinions thereof. Tn the 
meantime Sir J. Heydon promised their Lordships to deliver 
the possession of the said house, to Mr. Wemys, in obedience to 
His Majesty’s command, reserving still his right and interest 
therein, until it should be legally adjudged against lnm.J 

* Kepertory, Vul. Idl., f. 100, ami 2;nb. [ Tdiaii, f. 280. 

% Dome^ic ((%ik. L), Vol. (^0(^X(JV1II., No. 50. TIii« Order is not 
contained in the (,Iouncil Registers. 
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The Coin])any had now attained groat proficiency in the use 
and exercise of arms, and it was at that time lield to he the 
most laudahlc (‘xercise for divorsicm in use and practice amongst 
tlio citizens of I.oiidou, they having almost aii universal tast(‘ 
and ndish of, and ]doasMro in, militarv achievements or exercises; 
so tlial not to he a comjdetc^ soldiiT was not to lie a man of note 
fit for the h(‘st company and conversation.* 

On the IStli of ()(it(d)er, tlie Oonipauy performed an exercise 
at arms iii Aferchaiit Taylors^ TIall, before tlie Lord Mayor and 
othi‘r eminent citizens. vXhont eighty memljcrs took*))art in tin's 
j)crf(-irmam‘(‘, whudi, from the accounts given of it, appears to have 
been more of a theatrical than a military disiday. Forty of them 
W(*re equii>])ed with mo^levn arms, and twenty-two as Saracams, 
jirined witli short Harliary guns and s(*imitars, and liroad Turkey 
daggers in their giulles, earrying an ensign with a Turkish 
device.-(- 

lihudcwell stales tlint the Lord Mayor and Ald(U‘ni(m were so 
])lease(l svitli this pevrormance that they presented the Company 
with the military held or guuind wliicli they now occupy; hut 
this is not correct, as, although they applietl ibr it in October, 
11)115, it was not granted them until 11)41. 

The Oomj^any was then in a very tlourisliiiig state, and there 
were hut few citizens of eminence who were not members of it. 

1<).‘?9. — At a Court of Aldermen, on the -!ord of January, 
Alderman Soaine and Alderman Jludgt', were nominated for tlie 
])lace of President ol the Company, when tlie former was freely 
and lovingly chosen President of that Society.” 

On the oOth of Se])leinher the AldiTiiKiii voted their usual gift 
of £10 towards the Conipaiiy^s feast, to which the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen had been invited, “ as a loving token from this 
(Wt” 

Ills Majesty’s letter of recomiiieiidation of Cajilaiii Pliilip 

* blarkwcll, pp. r?, a. 

t .\ravs: His Tviuia]di, kv. An Exon-iyi* poifi)iiiK*d on tlio isth of 
Orlober, lODS, in Merchant Taylors' Jiall, l)y eerlain (Jentleiiien of the 
Artillery (fanlen. Lomlon : 1030. 
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Skippon, as Icjuler of tlie Company, wjis approval of, ami he ^vas 
duly admitted at a Court, on the 23rd of October * 

1040. — The Nfav Ahtti.leuy CAin)EN.~ -On the 22nd of Sep- 
tember, divers (Captains, and others oxi'rcisint;' arms in the 
Artillery Carden, humbly re<|uested the Coiut of Ahlermen, 
that the hither ])art of Ihinhill Fields (to the stake, <»r near 
to it), mi|L,dit 1)6 jira-iited to the C()ni])any for evereisinji,' them- 
selves and tlie Trained Ikinds. Tlie Court, takinj^^ it into 
consideration, tlioue;ht that the City, as much as in them lay, 
sliould accommodale the (k>ni]>any with a ^L^raiit of Liu; said 
field; and for th.at purpose the Ihu order, Alderman Sojum*, 
Alderman AVollaston, and Air. Sheriff Atlams, wen* added lo 
the surviving;- Cojiiiiiittees formerly assiL^m^d foi* that ])ini)ose. 
And that they, or anv six or more of them, with some (»f the 
Captains, and others whom they sliould tliink lit to call unto 
them, should, with all coiiveiiienee, view the said i^n*(aind dedreil 
for the ])urpose, and eanse a plan to ))e drawn and jaeseiittd to 
the Court, and advise and consider all ohjeetions that mij^ht )»e 
made a«>ainst the (piiet enjoyment of the ground, and what was 
fit and ropiisite to be done for the firm and sure estahlishmenl 
thereof unto the said Society .f 

1041. — The Committee appointed to consider the ai)plieatioii 
of the Company for Ilunliill Fields presejited their Iteport lo 
the Court of Ald(ji‘meii on the 4th of Februaiy, staling that, 
according to an Order of the 22iid of Se])lemher last, made 
uj)ou tlie hiimhle re(iuest of divers Cai)tains of the City and 
Olliers exercising Arms in the King’s Artillery Garden, for 
the hither part of lUinhill Fields as a place for exercise, 
they were of opinion, and held it very fit and requisite, that 
for the better encouragement and advancing of that worthy 
exercise, the Society Practising Arms in the said Artillery 
Garden should he accommodated and granted their desire, by 
taking in and enclosing siicli part of lluiihill Field as they 


* V<»1. Llir., ff. 74-r>, 

t hlcni, Vol. IdV., r. a07. 



CHAULFS 1.] 


riox. AIITITJ.KUY (COMPANY. 


97 


slioiild tliiiik lit, to niakp tliein a lunv Artillery Oarden for tlie 
exercise of tliemselv(*s and the 'Frained Ihinds only, and not 
otherwise to 1)C einjdoyed or dis])osed. 

Tlui Society Jiad agreed Avith Mr. Daslj, tlie City's tenant, for 
so inncli of the said field as they should think necessary to 
enclose for their use for all his time (which was fifteen years 
i\i J.ady-day n(»\t), ami he was to ])ay durini^ that time the 
\\’ho](‘ rent to the (dtamher; wliicli i>iece of ground they found 
!h«- ('ity hohl as l( ssei‘.s i’rom tlie Prebend of Finsl)ury. 

Tlu‘v U(M*e ,il.so (>r opinion, and thou*^ht it very fit that the 
So. ietv shiodd liave, hold, and enjoy th(‘ sann^ ground and Held, 
hy them to l>e s(‘t out and enclosed, for ch(‘ exercise of arms, and 
that llic Captains of ll.e Trained ihiuds slioiild have liberty, 
freely and wiiliout any charge. «)r other thing to 1)C given or 
rMjuircd, to train »mih 1 exoi.-ise the Trained Bands in the same 
gionial, and that tlio grtc.md should not be conv(*vtcd ♦'o any 
other use or jmrpose : for the be.tter ])reventing wliereof they 
lliouglil lit that the h‘asc to lui granted to the Society should 
1 m! conditional to the effect aforesaid. They .‘dso thought that, 
irom and afl(*r the iifteen years, the Society should pay to the 
(Jhamb(‘r some small yearly rent, and their lease, should l)e for 
sindi t(‘.rm of years as his Lordship and the Common Council 
.sliouhl think fit. Dated 27th January, 1041. 

The llejiort was ap])roA(*Al of and recomuiended to the con- 
sideration of the next Common Conncil.* 

At a Court of Common Council, held on the 24th of March, 
Sir George Whitmore, Kt. and Alderman, Mr. Alderman 
Gnriiey, Mr. Alderman Gayer, Mr. Alderman Wollaston, and 
Mr. Alderman Adams (Committees former^ appointed to 
consider of^ tlie hninble request of the Captains and others 
exercising Arms in the Artillery Garden, London, that they 
might have the hither part of Ihinhill Fields granted to the 
^aid Society for exercise of themselves and tlie Trained 
Bands of the City), delivered to the Court a report in writing, 
under their hands, dated the 4th of February, of their opinions 
therein, which was as follows, viz.; — 


VOL. l. 


* ncj>ei't<»ry, Vol. TiV., f. 04. 
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“ To the liight lion, the Lord Mayor of the City of London 
and his Eight Worshipful Brethren the Aldermen of the same 
City. May it pleiiso your Lordships that .according to an 
Order of this Honourable Court, of the two and twentieth of 
September last passed, made u])on the humble request of divers 
Captains of this City, and others exercising Arms in the King’s 
Artillery Garden, London, that tlie hither part of 'Buiihill 
Fields, to the stake, or near thereunto, might be granted to tlie 
said Society for exercising of themselves and tlie Tniined Jkmd.s 
of this City. Jiy whi(ih Order this llonoiinible Court, taking 
that worthy exercise into due consideration, did tliink fit that 
this City, as mucli as in tliem lay, should l)y grant accommodate 
the s.aid Society Avith tlie said field. We, wliose names are 
hereunto written, Committees appointed by the said order (and 
former orders in that belmlf made by this lion. Court), 
do certify our opinions concerning the same, as followidli, 
viz. ; — 

“We are of opinion, and hold it veiy lit and requisite, that 
(for the better encouragement and advancing of that worthy 
exercise) the Society practising Arms in the said Artillery 
Garden be accommodated, and gi’anted llieir desire, by taking 
in and enclosing such ])art of Bunhill Field as tliey shall think 
fit to make them a new Artillery (hirden, for exercise of them- 
selves and the Trained Bands of this (’ity, only and not other- 
wise to be employed or disposed. 

“ That the said Society practising Arms have agreed Avith 
Mr. Dash, the City’s tenant, for so much of the said field as 
that Society shall think necessary to enclose for their use, for 
all his time, which is fifteen years from our Lady-day next; 
and Mr. Dash to pay, during that time, the whole rent to the 
Chamber. Which i)iece of ground we find the City lioldeth as 
lessees from the Prebend of Finsbury. 

“We also are of opinion, and think it very fit, that tlie said 
Society exercising Arms as aforesaid, shall have, hold, and enjoy, 
the same ground and field, so by them to he set out and enclosed, 
for the exercise of arms for themselves and the Trained Bands 
this City ; and that the (Captains of the Trained P>ands of this 
City sliall liave liberty fi-cely, and Avithout any charge or other 
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tliin£? to 1)0 i»iveii />r TOjiiiml, to train aiul c.xerciso tlio TraiiUMl 
IJaiids of tliis (Jity in the saine ground. And that ground not to 
he converted to any otlun* use or purpose ; for the better pre- 
venting whereof we think fit that the lease to be granted to the 
said Society be conditioned to the effect aforesaid. We also 
think fit that from and after tin; fifteen years the Society pay to 
the Chamber some small yearly rent, and their lease to bo for 
such term of years as your Lordsliij) and the Common Council 
of this City shall think fit. All which, notwithstamling, we 
humbly leave to the gra,ve judgment of this honourable Court. 
This eight-and-twentieth day of January, A.D. 1041. Ceorge 
Wliitmons Kichard Curney, John (layer, John Wollaston, 
Thomas Adams. 

“ Tlie whicli Ivcport heing here openly read, was allowed of, 
and ordered to be entered into tlie Ihipertory. And for the 
better eihuitiiig of wliat is dcsirfid by tlie said Sneiety, tins 
(.Vinrt doth recommend tbeir suit, and the said Kejiort, to the 
consideration of the next Common Council to be lioldon for the 
affairs of this City. The which lieport, after the reading thereof, 
was well liked and allowed of. And, thereupon, it is enacted, 
granted, and agreed, hy this (.'omnion (.-oiincil, that tlie said 
Keport shall, in all t^oints, as much as in this (Jourt lieth for to 
do, be ratified and confirmed. And this Court doth hereby ratify 
and confirm the same. 

“And it is further ordered hy this Court that a lease shall be 
made of the jiremises to such and so many persons of the said 
Society as they shall nominate for such term of years as the 
(fity hatli to come therein, except the last four years of the 
C'^ity’s term, which the City sliall reserve to themselves and 
under such covenants and conditions for the better enabling of 
tlie City to renew llicir lease, or otherwise, as tlie learned Council 
of this City shall think fit, for and under the yearly rent of six 
•shillings and oiglitpence, to be paid to the City for an acknow- 
ledgment. The first yearly payment to begin to lie made at our 
Lady-day, whicli shall be in the year of our Lord God one 
thousand six hundred li fly-six.”* 


* .lonriial, Vol. Xfi., f. P>, 2; and beltiM* Hook (^(J, f. 2. 
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At a Court of Coiniiioii Council, held on the 2oth of June, it 
was moved by Mr. llecorder, “That whereas, at a Common 
Council here, holden the 24th of March last, it was then ordered 
that a lease should be made of the hither part of Kunhill Fields 
to such and so many i)er3oiis of the Society Exercising Arms in 
the Artillery Garden as should be noiiiiiiated for such term as 
the City had to come therein (except the last four years of the 
City’s term), whicli the City should reserve unto themselves, and 
under such covenants and conditions for the better enabling 
of the City to renew their lease or otherwise as the learned 
Counsel of this City should think tit, for and under the yearly 
rent of six shillings and eightpence, to be paid to the City for an 
acknowledgment ; the first yearly payment to be made at our 
Lady-day, which should be in the year of our Lord God, KiSG, 
as by the said Act of Common Council appeareth. And where 
it is now alleged that there is a covenant mentioned in the 
draft of the said lease, tliat if, in case the City during thcj said 
term should procure a new lease of the ])remises (amongst other 
things) for a further term of years, that then, upon notice given, 
or left to, or for the Trustees in the said lease named, or their 
Assigns, at the demised premises, of such tlieir iiitoiit and pur- 
pose. That then the Trustees or their Assigns should within 
— next, after such notice, snrreuder and yield uj. 
the said lease, term, and interest of and in the premises, unto 
the Mayor and Commonalty and Citizens of this CJity, tlunr 
successors or assigns. In regard whereof it is now desired 
by the Trustees, in the behalf of the said Society, that it may 
be ordered by this Court that, if in case the City shall reneiv 
their lease for a further term of years, that then, upon 
surrender by the Trustees, or their Assigns, of the said lease, 
as aforesaid, there may be a new lease made to the Trusteivs, or 
their Assigns, of the premises for all such term of years as the 
City shall have to come in their new lease (except the four last 
years thereof), for and under such rent, covenasits, and con- 
ditions, as in the former lease arc reserved and mentioned 
mutatis vinfandis. Now, upon deliberate consideration had by 
this Common Council of the request of the said Tmstees on 
the Ixdialf of the said Society, this Court, being desirous to 
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eiioounigc that Society, and to have the exorcise oi* Anns inaiu- 
taiiied and continued for the public good and discipline of the 
citizens of this City, doth grant and order, That if the City shall 
hereafter ])rocure a now lease for a further term of years of and 
ill thc^. lire raises (and tlie Trustees or their Assigns surrendering 
up their lease to the City as aforesaid), that then a new lease 
shall he granted unto them for such term of yea,rs as the City 
.shall have in their new lease (except the four last years thereof) 
for and under such rent, covenants, and conditions, as in their 
former lease was reserved and mentioned.”* 

Tliis year is also memorable as being the first in which any 
members of tlie JJoyal faiuily joined the Comixiny and added 
their names to thinr long‘roll of distinguished members. On 
the 1st of June, Charles, rrincc of Wales (afterwards Clr ;les 
11.) ; Charles, Count Palatine and Duke of ilavaria ; and Janies, 
Duke ('f York (afterwards James II.), became members of the 
Comiiaiiy, from whicli time either the King or Prince of Wales 
have almost alway.s held the command of the Company, under 
the ancient hut now obsolete title of “ Captaiii-Ceueral,” which 
is still retained. 1 luring the first year and a-half of the Civil 
War a considerable numl^er of members were elected, but from 
ibe 22ud of April, 1GJ4, to the 28th of January, IGoT, the elec- 
iion of niemhers was entirely suspended. 


.lounud, Xli., f. aiul Ijcttor pMuik f -k 
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CHAPTKU V. 

THE CITV TRAINED HANDS AND THE CIVIL WAR. 

FROM lGi:2 TO IGfil). 

CoNTMN'Ts. — Traiiicil liuiids OirK t‘iv.(l ]>v' tlio ( !(>in]){iny.~ Mu.stLM-.s in iriLiiis 
of Eli/iibiitli innl James l. -Foiir Rej^inwMits oi' 'Craiued Hniids raised 
H51G. — Ijord flavor apixiiiited tlieir Oeueral.— -IVtition oT l^niijr-boAv 
Makers. — Four (V)iiLpaiiies of Airliers formed 1(527. --'Ollice of ^luster- 
Mastoi. Fislier a])poiuted by the Kiu,l;. -Corporation ivluse to 

pay liim.-Orders of Kin^ and Hrivy (/onucil thereon.- -Tr:dned Bauds 
increased in l(M2.— Si\ Rc^imen(.s of Auxiliaries raised.- -Skip]Mm to 
coininand ('ity Forces. — The (,‘ity and the Farliamcnt. — TraiiuMl 
Hands volunteer for Service.- —Prepare to March.- -Proce(‘d t») Cdou- 
ce.der.- -Skijinish at Stow.- -The Battle of Xewdniry.- Their i(‘turn to 
London. --Entry into the (.’ity.— The Mu.ster in the Ne^v Artillery 
(iardeu.- Siren j^^th of the Regiment. s —Their Anns and Colours.-- 
A^^ain called out for Service in BH4.— Cost of Arms and Accouln;- 
ment.s.- MnsttU’ in Hyde I’ark, 1()4(>. — London Volunteer Regiments. 
— Trained Bands disbanded, IGGIk — London Trained Bands clianged to 
Militia, 171)4. 

Altikut.ii the Company never belonged to the force known 
its the “ Trained Bandas nor took any active piivt as a l>ody in 
the Civil Wans, as hy iiiaiiy has been su])pose(l, yet, as the 
Tiiiined Bands were otticered by members of tlio Comj)aiiy, or 
by men who had previously received their instruction and 
training in their ranks, the two were, coiiseq^uently, closely 
connected that no reconl of the Company would be complete 
without sonic reference to their existence, and the conspicuous 
part they played at this important epoch of English liistory. 

From the time when the military forces of the country were 
reorganised hy James I., by the name of Trained Bands, the 
ollicers seem to have learnt their duties and cpialitied them- 
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selves for their position by beconiiiiji; members of the Company, 
and for this reason the Company is constantly referred to as 
forming a nursery from whence efficient officers were obtained. 
At a later period, during the reign of George 111., the officers 
and sergeants wore required to become members of tlie Com- 
]iany, and promotion was only given to tliose who could produce 
cortiheates c»f membership. William HI., in his Warrant to the 
Company in 1(197, says, “ We therefore recommoiid unto your 
care that all the Commission Officers of the Trained Hands of 
our said City may list theiiLselves members of the said Society, 
that so, by the fieMpient practice of Arms according to their 
rules, tliey may be the better qualilied to perform their trust in 
their riJS]>cctive commands.” This clause is contained in all the 
subsequent Warrants to the Comjiany, including the last one 
from Her Majesty, dated the 3rd of duly, 18(>3. 

On the 2nd of duly, 1559, a muster was held at ( Jrceiiwich of 
the men of tlie City (Jompanies, consisting of 8i)() pikemen, all 
ill liiic corselets ; 400 ha([uebuts, in shirts of mail ; and 200 hal- 
berders, in almnnrinets, under the command of “ ('a]>tains Uohert 
('oiistal)le and Maj ster Saunders,” who hrouglit them in battle 
array bedbre tlie (Juecn, “ which made a goodly show belbre Her 
Majesty, — the Kmperor’s and yrencli Kings Ambassadors being 
present.”* 

Karly in the year 1585 about 4,000 men were chosen out of 
the ('ompaiiies of the City by command of tlie Queen ; they 
were composed principally of shot,” or men armed with hand- 
guns, the remainder having pikes or halberds. They mustered 
daily at Milc-eiid, and in St. George’s Field, and were inspected 
by tiie Queen at Greenwich, the men being quartered aboiit 
Blackbeath.t 

The Privy Council wrote to the Lord Mayor on the 30th of 
November, 1614, directing that, by virtue of His Majesty’s 
Commission, dated the 21st of August, 1605, a General Muster 
was to be made of the forces of the City, and especially of such 
trained men as were enrolled in the reign of Elizabeth, who 


* StowV Ulironiules, p. 1,112. 

t Hollingslieil, p. 1,402 ; and StrypeV Stuw, Vi»l. II., p. 451. 



104 


HISTORY OF TllK 


[UHAULKS I. 


were to be organised into companies by tlie name of Trained 
Bands; and vncancies were to be completed from house- 
holders and substantial persons. All armour and weapons were 
to be repaired, and the Trained Bands trained at convenient 
times ; and the G,000 men lately enrolled under Ilis Majesty’s 
commission .were also to be completely armed.* 

Another letter from the Privy Council, dated the 17th of 
March, 1(>16, ordered tliat the City Bands should consist of 
four regiments of five companies each, and the Lord Mayor for 
the time being to be their General, thereby making the forces 
more useful in case of sudden alarm.*}* 

1’he regiments were organised as follows - 


EAST REGIIMENT. 


Sir Thomas Lowk, Ki., Colonel. 


Oaptai u Bond ... A 1 d NVa rd 

„ Stiles ... Lan^hoiii'u Ward ... 

„ Laslier ... Tower Waid 

,, Hebiiisoii Cdleiiuiu Street Ward 

, j Lime Si root k (Jor)i- 
•’ i.m 


Supi)lied Portsoken Wartl. 

M Billinj^sj^ate, Qiieen- 

hithe, JPishf)])sf^ate. 
aud ])oWf^^atc. 

CVlle Ikiynanl Waifl. 
„ Bisliops^^ate Ward. 

J>illiii,i;s«;aic AVard. 


Their rendezvous to l»e between Leadeiiliall and St. Mary Axe. 


WEST KhXilMENT. 

Sir Thomas Middleton, Kt., Colonel. 

Captain Wallthall and ) « . , att-*! 

AYalker \ tarringdoii Without. 

„ Henshawe ... Earringdon Within. 

„ Ednoy Part of both Wards. 

„ AVilliains Broad Street Ward. 

Tlu'ir rende/vuiis to be from Teniplo. Ihir to SerJeanijs* Jnn. 


* l.eltor rtuok FF, f. ;U. 

t IjOtler ljo<»k FF, f. 147^ and 1 It'*, and Couueil Itegi.-^ters (.lat<. 1.), \bl. li., 
2 \) 2 . 
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NORTH REOTMENT. 


Sir John Watts, Kt., Colonc*!. 


Cuptiiiu Siuitli ... Chwij» Ward 

,, Ciarraway Caudltjwick Street... | 

„ S\viiiton&: \ Criptdej^ale Witlioiit } 

„ Vena ... ) and Witliia j 


Supplied yuceidiitlie Ward. 

„ Aldi»ate and Bread 

Street. 

,, Portsokeu Ward. 


]\lilward 


\ Br.'ad Street aud ) i 3 - i i 

I teinghull ( ’• 

Their reudc/voiis tu be iu West Smith held. 


SOUTH REOLMENT\ 


Sir John Swynkuton, Kt., Colom^l. 


Cai»iaiii Lcatc 

,, Dike and 

„ Andrews ... 

„ llamersley . 

„ llaKey ... 


Brids^e W.ard 

) Df)\vgate,Viutrv, and ) 
( Walbrook ...( 
Cordvvaiiier St reel ... 
Castle Bayuard 


Supplied J3illin‘^^SJ»ate War«l. 
.. LauL^bimrue. „ 

Quceuliilhe ,, 

.. T(»wer 


Tlieir ivndo/vous tu be from the Lord Bishop of J/nulou's hou.'je ‘•alh>ug»>t 
y« Tmuckeinakers.” 


On ilic 9tli of February, 1010, an Order in Council was issued 
stilting that ])repiirations were being made almost throughout 
Cliiistendoin, so tliat for tlie safety of tlie kingdom His Majesty 
ordered a Minster to he held, and the Trained Bands completed, 
with substantial persons tit for the same, with muskets and 
pikes, all to he ready at ten days' notice.* 

On the 19th of September, 1020, tlie Court of Aldermen 
ordered the “ training for martial allairs ” for tluit year to be 
suspended, aud the training in future to take place on tlie 10th 
of April, unless it fell on a Sunday, f 

On the 28th of Marcli, 1022, tlie Court sanctioned giving the 
twenty Captains of the City £5 each, towards the expense of tlie 
training, which was changed to the lltli of April in each year.J 
On the 10th of July, 1020, 4,000 soldiers w’^ere ordered by the 
Privy Council to he ready, besides the trained bands, on account 
of tlie great preparation, both in Spain aud Flanders, witli designs 


* Council llegistciv (Jas. 1.), Vol. IV., pp. 94, 95. 
t R. peituiy, Vol. XXXIV., f. 5.53. X Idem, Vol. XXX VI., f. 100. 
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U]ioti the Kingdom. His Majesty thought it expedient for 
safety, and “ wisely considered that the Militia., well ordered, is 
the constant bulwark and defence of this Kingdom, ui)on the 
strength and peace of wliich the safety of the West doth prin- 
cipally depend.” A view of the Trained Hands was there- 
fore to be immediately taken.* 

The Long-How Makers of tlic Oity ])etitioned the Lords of the 
Council, ill F'ebruar}^, 1(527, stating that tliey were nicorporated 
by James L, and that their Charter contained a clause command- 
ing that the exercise of the long-bow should be brought into use*/, 
but the (Company liad declined until there were not above four 
of them left, and tlicy were unable to take apprentices, so that 
the mystery of making long-bows was likely to be utterly for- 
gotten in the kingdom, and prayed that the Orders of the Court 
of Aldermen for their advancement might be conlirmed.i* 

On the 30th of August, 1627, the Committee a])poinled by the 
Court of Aldermen to consider the Howyers’ i)etition reported 
that they had sent for several of the ])rinci])al Arcliers then 
remaining in the City, viz., Capt. Walker, Mr. Ayscough, Mr. 
William Hodges, Mr. Lowland Wilson and Mr Wood, to (‘.order 
with them on the subject. Tlu^y thouglit the be.st way to 
revive shooting with tlie long-b(jw was to divide llie (*ity into 
four parts, or regiments [companies], viz., i^urth, Hast, West and 
South, with Alderman Hodges as Colonel, assisted by four 
Captains; Mr. Nicholas Ascough, Ca.plaiii of West Jiegimeiit; 
Mr. J. Wood, Nortli Logiment ; Mr. William Hodges, South ; 
and Mr. Kowland Wilsoij, of the East Keginient. The Captains 
were to furnish their several regiments with as many vedunteers 
who could use the long-bow, as ]) 0 ssible ; and if volunteers did 
not come forwai’d, then as many inhalntants residing in their 
districts as were liable by law to furnish themselves with a bow 

* Juinnal, Vol. XXXIIL, f. 

t Hciiieiubriinna, V(j]. VL, N»). 14:>. The priucijuil (_?ity Companies who 
mauufjictmvil arms, &i’., were the Armoinm>., the Tlctehers (Cliarter e\cm- 
plilicil 1st Fehvuary, 1()05; Journal, Vol. XXVTl., C. et mf), Howyers, 
1620 (Charter exemplihed 25th ^Jay, 1627; Journal, Vol. XXXIV., 
lY. llU-25), and the Cun Makers (Charter exempli tied 14lh March, 16:37; 
Journal, Vol. XXXVHl., t‘. 60-67b). 
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and (juivei* of an*ows. The constables and other oHicevs in 
every parish and ward of the City were directed to put in force 
all the penalties for unlawful games under the Statute of o3 
Henry VI II. Once a-year the Captains were to lead their 
I’egiments into the fields t(j practise, and to shoot for piizes ; tlie‘ 
lirst prize, of tlie value of ‘^Us.; second, 13s. 4d. ; third, lOs.; 
and fourth, (is. 8d. : the charges l‘eing paid Ijy the Ohaniher of 
London. Kacli of the four Captains Avas to provide an “ antient” 
of taffeta colours, and an allowance was granted by the Coi'pora- 
tion to the li(iutenant, sergeant and drummer. I'hese sugges- 
tions Avere ai)[)roved of and ordered to be submitted to the Privy 
Council for continuation.* 

Tlie otVice of Muster-Maslei’i’ in the City luuing fallen into 
disuse, tlui King Avnde from Windsor, on the I3th of September, 
IGoo, to the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, stating that this oflice 
Avas of such necessary use that there was not one county in 
Ihiglaud Avithout one; and as His Majesty understood that 
there was no such ollicer in the City of London, and knowing 
the abilities of Captain John Kisher, recommended him to be 
clioseii fur that office for life, Avith such fees as should be lit. 

Tbc Coiporatioii, not Avishing to appoint such an officer, made 
numerous excus(3.s; but on the 1 Otli of Marcli, 1 03(1, Mr. yecretary 
Wiiidebaiik Avrote to them saying that their reasons Avei'e not 
satisfactory, and as the King thought it most necessary to have 
a Muster-Master, they were to assemble forthwith and choose 
oiie.J 

On the ibth of March, the Court of Aldermen appointed 
a Committee to attend the Hecretary the following day on the 
subject ; they Avere also directed to present a petition to the 
PriAy Council to mediate for them, that Captain Fisher should not 

* Duiiuistic (Clms. T.), Vul. LX XV., 74; and liuiueiiihnmcia,VuLVL, 
X'o. 147. 

+ Tlune was at. oin.* time a Master of tlie <.)rdnanoc for the City. On the 
4th of November, 1474, Itirliard (Jhajuhrrlyn, Pouialer, wa.'j admitted to 
the olhee ot Muster of the Ovdiuuiee and Ivoepei* of the HabiUmeutis of War 
of tlie City. Journal, Vol. VIII., f. 8!)^ 

X Dome^stic (Cluis. i.), Vol. C!CXCV11., No. 41, and V(»i. CCCXV., 
No. 105. 
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be appointed, and also to intercede with the Lord Chamberlain 
not to press the matter further.^ 

On the 18th of December, U)37, Capt. Fisher was made 
Muster-Master in the City during the King’s pleasure, with the 
same fees as the Muster-ilaster of Kent.*!* Tlie Corporation, 
however, refused to admit him to the office, and he therefore 
petitioned the Privy Council.^ 

He next ajiplied to the Council, stating that he had view'ed 
the Arms of the City Companies, and that they were willing to 
make the necessary repairs, and desired that the King should 
signify to the Lord Mayor that he was to be allowed to mark 
the arms ; also to cause the drums to beat iij) for a muster, and 
tliat he might have a yearly allowance.§ To enable him to do 
real service, he iietitioned the Earl Marshal for permission to 
inspect the Companies, and see that all the defects in his last 
view had been made good ; that all men charged with furnishing 
arms should be recpiired to serve wdth their own amis if able, 
or else find a good householder as a substitute ; that, according 
to the King’s direction to the last Lord Mayor, the arms might 
be marked to prevent the common abuse of boiTOwing ; and 
lastly, that the Captains should deliver to him a true list of the 
atreiigth of their Companies. || 

On the 20th of October, lb38, the King sent a letter to the 
Lord JMayor, saying Captain Fisher complained that, although 
the ])ost of Muster-Master had been granted to him under the 
Oreat Seal, that no alhnvance had yet been settled on him ; and 
His Majesty reipiired that lieshouhl be paid the same as Muster- 
Masters of other counties, viz., a shilling for every foot- and two 
shillings for every horseman.^ The dispute aijout his pay con- 
tinued nearly all the following year. On the bth of January 
lb39, the Privy (k)uncil sent for the Ilecorder and Aldermen, 
as they had refused to pay him ; and on the 2Gth of August 


* Hepei'toiy, V(»l. Ij., R*. ITh), loT, 240. 

+ Doiiiostic (Clias. 1.), Vol. CCHHj.VXIV., No. 20. 
l.lciii, V.4. (’(AA'L, Nc». 97. § bluin, Vul. CCCXL., No. 42. 

11 Idem, Vol. CCCCXXXYIII., No. f). 

^ Heiiie.iiilminriu, Vol. Vill., No. 210. 
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the Council issiUMl an order for him to he i)iii(l, witliout dohiy, 
for the previous two years, at the rate of sixpence a head per 
annum for every soldier in the Trained Hands, being llic same 
rate as allowed in Kent ; and the Captains of tlie several Coni- 
)>anies were to collect, it from the men and pay it to liim yearly. 

The King again wrote, on the Ist of Xovembor, directing 
tliat Ca])tain Fisher was to be paid what was due to Iiiin, and 
intimating that any further delay would be inter])reted as a 
contempt of tlie Jtoyal authority, and that sonui coercive means 
would hi) used; ui)oii whicli all the City Captaiivs were sum- 
moned to hear the decision of the (?ourt of Aldermen, and 
decide on an answer to His Majesty’s letter* 

On the 13th of February 11)38, an Order from the Inner 
Star Chamber directed the reform of defects and abuses in the 
Trained Bands, and that the arms should be marked to ju'cvent 
the abuses occasioned by borrowing ; and the Lord "Xhiyor ami 
Aldermen should confer with Captain T'islier and give liirn 
every assistance. 

Oil the IHthof February a AVarrant. was issued to raise 3,(t()() 
mmi from the Trained Bauds for service against tlie Scots.f 

The King sent a warrant to the Lord Mayor, dated the loth 
of May 11340, rerpiiring him forthwith to raise 1,000 able and 
well-affected men out of the Trained Bands, or as many more 
as he should think necessary, to suppress, slay, kill, destroy, and 
apprehend all such as should be tumultuously assembled in or 
about Southwark, Lambeth, Blacklieath, or elsewhere in parts 
adjacent.:!: 

The Trained Bands were ordered to be increased 6n the 19th 
of January, 1042, and the pay of the Captains was fixed at oOs. for 
every day or night that they had been ordered abroad with their 
Companies since the 4th of that month, towards the payment 
of their ollieers, and other charges. 

On the 22nd of January, the Committee of the House of 

* ((’has. I.), V()l.(.'(JO(’IX., No. :W; Bomeiiihiunm, Vol. VIII., 

Nos. 2ia and 222; Kepoitory, Vol. LTV., 1’ 2; and CVmnt'il Registers 
((Jhas. 1.), Vo). XVI. 

t TUMneinhraiu'ia, Vol. VIII., Nos. 220 and 221. J Idem, No. 220. 
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Commons nppointeil to sit in GroceiV Hall directed the ('ourt 
of (.^ommou Council to choose the Commanders for the Militia,* 
and present their names to the House the next day for ap- 
proval ; and on the l^th of February the House ordered the 
Common Council to include Seryt.-Major General Skippon in 
those nominated by Lliem for the command of the Militia of the 
Cit 3 % which was a.^reed to. 

An Order was issued bj^ the Common Council, on the same 
day, to increase the Trained Hands to forty com])anies of soldiers 
of 200 and upwards each, or 8,000 men. Tliis was aj^reed to at 
a Court on the lOlh of March, and fifty-five persons (twenty of 
whom wen*. }>reviously(kij)tiiiiis) were nominated, irom whom forty 
wore to he chosen hy the Militia (’ommittee, who, on the 4th of 
A]>r:l, reconimejided the appointment of six Colonels and thirty- 
four (k\i)tains, \\hich was referred to tliem to carry out.f 

At a Court of Common Council, on the 17th of May, 1042, 
the Earl of Hvdlaud and Lord Kiinl)olton attended, and said 
they were directed hy the House of Lords to th.ank the Militia 
Committee, Colonels, Captains, and other ofii(*.ers, for their care 
and pains in keeping u]) the City forces so well, and especially 
at their last general training, for whicL they thanked tluim, and 
as they had found by experience that tin*, citizens weixi so ready 
and willing to help tliem in defence of the rarliameut, they 
would be ready to do anything in their power for the good and 
safety of the City. The House of Commons also sent a deputa- 
tion at the same time witli a vote of thanks for ])utting the ordi- 
nances for the Militia so speedily and orderly into execution.|' 

On the IBtli of October the Militia Committee reported to the 
Court of Common Council that, on the previous Saturday, some 
of them had attended, by ord(ir of the close Committee of Par- 

* Tlu- (V)nMuittCi^ up]n)iiited ly the C.^ity to arijuige all military allairs 
and superintend the Trained Bunds was known as the “ (\)mniittee of 
Militia.” Their funetioiis afterwanls devolved on the Court of Lieutenancy, 
who exist at the ])resent day. The Trained Bands at that time were 
frequently sjmken of as the “Militia.” 

+ Letter Book QQ, ff. 19, 21, 24, 37, and 38. These additional companies 
weie ]>rol)al)ly organised into the six ivgiinents known afterwards as the 
Auxiliaries. t Idem, f. 40. 
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liaiTient, and were informed by them that, in all probability, 
Prince llupert would be soon close to J.oiulon, and inquired 

what forces they wen*, willing to sj^are for the present in a free 
and voluntary way to issue out of the City to meet and check 
the adverse i)arty,’' and also what horses they could provide. 
The Militia Committee thought that twelve companies of the 
Trained Bands might be sent to join the forces of adjacent 
c-onnties in re])elling the '' adverse i)arty/' 

All the Com]»anles, on being accpiainted with this resolution, 
were niianimons in their desire to be ciiqjloyed i)n*tbis service, 
and it was thouglit by the (kptains that the decision ought to 
be by lot, wbicdi was accordingly eairied out, with the following 
result; the Bed liogimeiit, Sergt.-Major Mainwaving; White 
lleginienl, Ca]>t. Ifookor; bellow llegimont, Capt. Player, and 
('a])t. Harvey; Blue Regiment, Ca])t. Tichbiniie, and Sergt.- 
Major Ceere ; Green Regiment, Lieiit.-Colonel Foster, and C’a])! 
Blackwell ; Lieiit.-Colonel Matthew Foster, and Sergt.-Major 
Owen Roe; and for the Orange Regiment, Liout.-Coloiiol Will- 
son, and Major Buxton. 

The (dose Committee ol the House were tlierefore informed 
that the said twelve companies, witli such of their soldiers as 
were willing to go with them, were lucpared to go to such 
rendezvous as the House should direct, for tlie defemee of Reli- 
gion, the King, Kingdom, Parliament, and tlie (Tty.* 

* Letter l^ook QQj 1'. 51. *Soc also Onlinaiice for raising Troops for tlio 
I VIoiico of l<oii(ltni, roiitaiinng cortaiu projMwition.s niado. l)y Parliiunonl to tin* 
TraiiKiil Jiaiuls of tlie City, I7tli October, ](M^, for drawing out fifty men ptn* 
conipaiiy to join the bands of otlier counties to stop the Cavaliers coming to 
London. Also, a list of the Colonels and their colours, Lieutenant-Colonels, 
^lajors, Captains, and Lieulonaiits, appointed by the Conaniltee of Militia, 
1(>42 - viz., Alderman Atkins, Colonel of Red R(*gimeiil ; Alderman Pen- 
nington, Colonel of Wliite Regiment; Alderman AVollastim, Colonel of 
Ve.llow Regiment ; Alderman Adams, Colonel of blue Regiment ; AUhu- 
man Warner, Colonel of Creen Regiment ; and Alderman Tower, Colonel of 
Orange Rogiinent. (Quildluill Library.) 

There is also an interesting MS. in the Cuildliall Lihraiy, entitled, “A Few 
AVords to the Tinincd Bands and Soldier’s of Jjondon in these perilous 
lim(\'5. By C. Kdmonds, Reinembraiicer. 19th June, 1G42.” This volume 
contains a iloscrij)tion of the various fonnations and evolutions to be practised 
by the Trained Bands, Komcwliat similar to Hie drill books of tlie present day. 
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Oil the ITtli of Koveinlier, 1G42, the Lord Mayor received a 
letter, dated the previous day, from the Lord General the Earl 
of Essex, from his quarters at Hammersmitli, informing him that 
he had chosen Sergt.-Mnjor Skippon to he Sergt.-Major General 
of the Army, being well assured of his fidelity and ability to 
discliarge that trust. The Common Council approved of the 
appointment in consideration of the great and weighty reasons 
for his selection, although they were daily in need of Iiis 
advice and employment, as they depended so much on his 
ordering the Militia for the safety of tlie City ; yet they desired 
that if any sudden occasion should require him for the defence 
of the C^ity, that he sliould return, nevertheless they would 
continue his salary during his absence.^ 

The City of Gloucester being closely besieged by the King, 
the Committee of Militia, by virtue of jui ordinance of both 
Houses of l^arliament, of the 17th of August, retpiired all per- 
sona to close their shops until Gloucester was relieved, and the 
necessary steps were ordered to be at once taken with this object. 

Six regiments — one of horse, two of the Trained ]»ands, and 
three of the Auxiliaries — were got ready with incredible celerity, 
and joined the main army, with a train of artillery, on the 4tli of 
September, on Brackley Heath ; and uj)on their arrival in the 
neighbourhood of Gloucester the loyalists iv.ised the siege.f 
The following interesting account^ of the march of the Trained 
Bands, from the time they left London on the 23rd of August, 
until their return on the 28th of September, including the part 

* Loltfv ]^(>ok (JQ, f. 52. 1 Maitluiul, \i)\. I., |)p. OVa, aT-t. 

4 . “ A tviu* and exiU't Relation of the MarehinjTs »)t' the Two Rcj^iiueiits 
tvf the Trained Rands of tllV City of London, heinj' the Red an<l Pdew 
Regiments. As also, Of tiie Tiivee Regiments of the Auxiliary Forees, the 
Blew, Red, and Orange, who niarrhoil forth for the ridiefe of the City 
of Cdocestor, from August 23 to Sept. 28. Wherein tlie most matennll 
passages every dayes Mart-liings are hrietly delineated. As also a true 
description of the .scvemll Battells and Skirmishes had against the Knemy 
at Stow-thc-old, Sejd. 4; at Ahunie Chase, Septemher 18 ; and at Newhery, 
Septem. 20. Set forth for the satisfaction of many who earnestly desired 
information herein. By Henry Foster, qiioiidaiu Sergeant to Captain 

C4eorge Mosse. Oct. 2»'«^ 1043.” British Museum London, 1043. 4«. 
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they took in the J^iattfe of Newbury, aiul other engagements, is 
given by one of the Sergeants : — 

“ Upon Wednesday, the 23rd of August, our Eed Eeginient 
of tlie Trained Bands, marched into the new Artillery (around, 
and from tlience that night Ave marched to Brainford, and came 
thither about one o’clock in the morning ; fiom whence, the 
next day, many of our citizens, who seemed very forward and 
willing at tlie first to march with as, yet upon some pretences 
and fair excuses returned home agjiin, hiring others to go in 
their room ; others returned home again tlie same night, before 
they came to Jlrainford. 

‘"Upon Friday, the 2oth of August, we advanced from Brain- 
ford to Uxbridge, where ‘mir Itegiments were quartered there 
that niglit, and marched away the next morning. 

the 2i)th oj AvfjuHt, — We advanced to a town 
six miles beyond Uxbridge, called Chaffan, whore we were 
(|uartered that night; at this town, a soldier, belonging to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tompson was accidentally slain by shoot- 
ing off a. musket hy one of his fellow-soldiers, tliough at a 
great distance from him, yet shot him in the head, whereof 
lui died. 

kSahhath-daij^ 21th Avf/vst. — We advanced from Chaffan, near 
lo a village called (’hessun ; this day, the Blue llogiment of the 
Trained Bands, and the three Ilegiments of the Auxiliary Forces, 
met us upon a great common, about three miles from Chessun. 
Our whole Kegiment was (quartered at one Mr. Cheyney’s house, 
an Fs(]^uire, where w^e ^vere well accommodated for beer, having 
great plenty; two or three hundred of us this night lay in one 
barn. 

Moiula]!^ the. 2Sth of A Uf/UHt — We advanced from thence to 
a town called Asson-Clinton, a little village tliree miles from 
Aylesbury ; we continued here one day and two nights. 

“ IVcdvmlay, the of Anyud, — We advanced from thence 

to a village called Clayden ; this day the Lord GeueraVs Army 
and our Regiment of the Trained Band, together with the 
Auxiliary forces, met at Aylesbury ; the great guns were fired 
at every fort about the town as the Lord General passed by. 
This ^vas the Fast-day : our Regiment was quartered tins night 
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at Sir llalph Verney^s House — a Parliairieiit iiiaii ; liis father, 
the King's standard-bearer, was slain at Edgeliill. 

“ Thursda/f, the l^]si of Avtjiid, — We advanced from thence to 
a village called Stretton Ardley. This night all our Brigade, 
consisting of six Ecginients, viz. : (Colonel Manwaring’s Kcd 
Iteginicnt, two Eegiinents of Trained Bands, and three of the 
Auxiliary, were all quartered at this little village. It is con- 
ceived we Avere in all of this Brigade about 5,000. Here was 
little provision cither for officers or soldiers, the night before 
we came hither. The Cavaliers were at Bister, tw’o miles from 
this village, and six miles from Oxford, but were beaten out 
of it by our soldiers, and the Lord Generiil with his Army 
quartered there this night. 

Fnd(n/, the \st day of Siptcnihcr. — We advanced from hence 
to a place called Bayards-Green, in Oxfordshire, being tlnxie 
miles distant from Brackley, and eight from Banbury, where our 
Brigade met my Lord General with his whole Army, whereat 
was great shouting and triumph as he passed by to take a view 
of our Regiments, the whole Army beiiig drawn np in their 
several Regiments, continued there about an Imiir, and then we 
marched away. Jt was a goodly and glorious sight to see the 
whole Army of Horse and Foot together. It is conceived, hy 
those that viewed our Army vrell, that Ave did consist of (to 
speak of the least) 1 5,000 horse and fool, some S})eak of many 
more. This day good news a^ as brought us concerning Glou- 
cester and Exeter From hence Ave marched this day to a 
village called Souldern, four miles from Banbury, where our six 
Regiments, that came from London, Avere quartered, and my 
Lord General and the rest of the Army Avere (jiuirtercd about a 
mile from us at a market towm called Ano-on-the-Hill ; we 
Avere very much scanted of victuals in this place. 

** Sakirday, 2nd September , — ^We advanced from hence to Hook- 
morton, twenty-five miles from Gloucester, at Avhich village our 
Avhole Brigade Avas quartered. This day, the Lord GeneraTs 
Troops had some skirmish with the Cavaliers ; it is reported 
there was eight slain of the enemy’s ])arty, and one of ours. 
From hence Ave marched away the next morning. 

'^Sabbath-day, 3/y/ September, — We ' advanced from hence to 
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a little village called Addington, about a mile from Stow- 
thc-Old, tlie hithermost town in Gloucestershire, and about 
twenty miles from (iloucester, where in o\ir march this day 
we again met the Lord Genorars Army upon a great common 
about lialf a mile from Cliipping Norton ; at which place also 
our five regiments (le])arted from his army, and marched to the 
village aforesaid. The J?ilue Legiment of the Trained l^ands 
marclied in the van, and took iij) the first cpiarter in the town ; 
the other three regiments of the Auxiliary Forces, were (juar- 
lercd at the adjacent villages ; whereupon our lied Regiment of 
the Trained Rand was constrained to march half a mile further 
to get (juarter. AVe were now in the van of the whole Army, 
having not so much as one Troop of Horse ([uartered near us: 
but we ^^'ere no sooner in our quarters, and set down our arms, 
intending a little to refresh ourselves, but presently there was 
an alarm l)eat up, and we being the frontier regiment nearest 
to the enemy were presently all drawn up into a body, and 
stood upon our guard all that night. AV'e were in great distrac- 
tion, having not any Horse to send out as scouts, to give us any 
intelligence; my Lord Geiieml with his army lay at Chipping 
Norton, ab(nit three miles behind us, who had an alarm there 
given by the enemy the same night also. Our regiment stood 
in the open field all night, having neither bread nor water to 
refresh ourselves, having also marched the day before without 
any sustenance, neither durst we kindle any fire, though it was 
a very cold night. 

“ Mondmjy 4c(h Sqjteiiibcr , — ^We got some refreshment for our 
soldiers, which was no sooner done, but news was brought to us 
that tlic enemy was within half a mile of the town, which 
proved to he true, for presently one rid down to us, having his 
jiorse shot in the neck, all bloody, and told us the enemy was 
at tlie towii’s-eud ; also one trooper slain a quarter of a mile 
above the town ; one of our soldiers stripped him and brought 
his clothes to us. It was a little open village, the enemy might 
have come in upon us every way, therefore we, conceiving it not 
safe to abide in the town, drew up our regiment presently into 
a body, and marched into a broad open-field to the top* of the 
hill ; the l^Juc Regimeut of the Trained Rands were quartered 
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within less than lielf a mile of us, but came not up to us. Being 
come into the held we saw about 4,000 or 5,000 of the enemy^s 
Horse surrounding us: one rid post to my Lord (Jeiieral to inform 
him of it. One great body of their Horse stood facing us upon 
the to}) of the hill at our town’s end, within less than a quarter 
of a mile from us ; another great body of their horse Avas in the 
valley, upon our right hank as we stood ; and a third great 
squadron of their horse were going up to tlie top of a hill in 
rear of us, by all whicli it appears they had an intent to have 
surrounded' our City llegiments, and to have cut us off; we 
stood and faced one another for the space of half an hour, then 
six or seven of our men who had horses rode up Lo them, and 
came within less than musket shot, nourishing their swords, 
daring them ; and one or two of our men fired upon their forlorn 
hope. We had lined the hedges with musketeers, which, they 
perceiving, did not move towards our body, but only stood and 
faced us. Then some of the Auxiliary Forces came up to us ; 
at whose coming we gave a great shout, and then by-and-b)^ 
after w^e saw my Lord (Jenerars forces coming down tlie hill, 
about a mile and a half behind us ; my Lord drew out the for- 
lorn hope upon the liill as they came dov/n, who fired three or 
four drakes against the enemy’s horse that were near them on 
the top of the hill that were coming upon the rear of us, and 
made them retreat to the rest of the body ; their intent was to 
have compassed us in on every side, but the Lcu’d prevented 
them ; they might have spoiled our whole regiment, had tliey 
in the morning come down upon us when we were taking a little 
food to refresh ourselves, the enemy being then but half a mile 
off; a great ijiany of tlie Cavaliers lay all night within less 
than half a mile of us, whicli we perceived in our march the 
next day ; I hope the mercy of that day will not be forgotten. 

“ When this was done, my L. General’s forces marched up to 
our brigade : when they were come we drew forth our forlorn 
hope, and marched up to the body of their horse that stood 
facing us on the top of the hill : we fired some drakes at them, 
they retreated; then the Lord General drew up his great guns, 
they faced us again, we fired two great pieces of ordnance at 
them and then they retreated up to the town of Stow, and 
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drew lip all tlieir liorse into a body and stood npon the side of 
the hill facing us ; then we let fly two or three of our greatest 
ordnance at them; they all fled, and we pursued them and 
followed tliem three miles ; then they stood and faced the Lord 
General again about the going down of the sun ; we fired at 
them a great while, marching up towards them five or six 
regiments together, all in a body, about 800 or 1,000 abreast, 
six deep, we having room enough, it being a brave champian 
country : which goodly show did so much the more daunt the 
enemy that (as it is re])orted) Prince Eupert swore bethought 
all the Jioundheads in England were there. 

“In the first skirmish we lost but one man, who was slain 
by our own cannon tlircfugh his own negligence, and another 
sore burnt and hurt by the same piece. When we came to 
Stow, the Cavaliei’S ]*ej)ortcd that they liad killed twenty of our 
men, and we two of tlieirs, but we hear there were six of their 
men slain, sonic horses killed, and five prisoners taken. Prince 
Iiupert was there, and some say the Lord of Holland also. 
Our men imrsuing them skirmished till nine o’clock at night ; 
we marched after them till twelve o’clock at night ; we lay all 
in the open field upon tlic ploughed land, without straw, having 
neither bread nor water, yet God onabltMl our soldiers to undergo 
it clieiu-fully ; tliero was not one feeble sick jierson amongst us 
but was able to march with us the day following. 

“ Tuemaji, Scplcmbrr — ^^Ve advanced from that field near 
to a town called Prestbury, within sight of Gloucester, about 
seven miles from it: this day the Avhole army marching to- 
gether, it fell to our Led Regiment of the Trained Rands to 
march in the rear of the waggons, and had the charge of them ; 
about six o’clock the Lord General coming to the top of a high 
•mountain, or bill, called Prestbury Hill, where we might see the 
City of Gloucester, he commanded four or five great pieces of 
ordnance to be fired off ; some say it was against the Cavaliers, 
who were about a mile off in the town below' the hill : others 
say it was to give intelligence to Gloucester of our approaching 
to their relief. The army marched dowm the hill and hastened to 
the adjacent villages for (quarters ; but before the waggons could 
come to the top of the hill, night drawing on, it began to be 
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very dark, so that our waggons and carriages could not get down 
the hill; many of them were overthown and Ijroken, it being a 
very craggy, steep and dangerous hill, so tliat the rest of the 
waggons durst not adventure to go down, but stayed all night 
there : six or seven horses lay dead there the next morning that 
were killed by the overthrow of the waggons : our Ked Eegi- 
ment, having charge of the waggons, were constrained to lie all 
night on the top of the mountain, it 1)eing a most terrible 
tempestuous night of wind and rain, as ever men lay out in, 
we having neither hedge nor tree for shelter, nor any sustenance 
of food or (ire : we had by this time }narched six days with 
very little provision ; for no place where we came \vas able to 
relieve our army, we leaving the road all the way and marching 
through poor little villages : our soldiers in tlieir marching this 
day would run half-a-mile or a mile before where they heard 
any water was ; such straits and hardships our citizens formerly 
knew not, yet the Lord that called us out to do his work 
enabled us to undergo such hardness as lie brought us to. This 
evening the Lord General was lain to light for his (quarter, and 
beat the enemy out ol‘ it, at a market-town called Cheltenham, 
five miles from (Uoucester, and tw^o miles from this hill; about 
midnight we had two alarms upon this hill, in the midst of all 
the storm and rain, which, together witli the darkness of the 
night made it so much the more dreadful, which also caused a 
great distraction among our soldiers, everyone standing upon his 
guard, and fearing his fellow-soldier to be his enemy. Many 
other particular sad stories of this tempestuous stormy night 1 
leave to the relation of others : one young man of the Colonel’s 
company was shot in this confusion upon this hill, whose death 
will be much lamented by his parents and friends, from whom 
he received a letter hut a few days belbre to return home. 

‘*The next morning being Wednesday, September ()th, our 
soldiers came down from that hill into the village aforesaid, 
being wet to the very skin, but could get little or no refreshing, 
every house being so full of soldiers ; the Cavaliers were iji the 
town but the day before. We stayed here but two or tliree hours 
that morning, and then we had an alarm that the Cavaliers were 
near the town with a great body of Horse. We were <dl presently 
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drawn iipintr) a body in tlip field; our soldiers began to com- 
plain pitifully, being even worn out and quite spent for want 
of some refreshing, some complaining they had not eaten or 
drunk in two days, some a longer time. Yesterday the enemy 
raised their siege from before Gloucester. This day our two 
regiments of tlic I'rained Bands marched to a little village called 
Norton, tliree miles wide of Gloucester and four miles from 
Tewkesbury, where our soldiers had some reasonable accommo- 
dation and refj'esliment. In this village we had many alarms ; 
we continued here two days and two nights. 

“ Thumdaff, Svptejnhcr '1th, — The King’s forces fell upon some 
of our tron])s of horse at Winscombe, they being secure; the 
enemy killed many of them, and took many prisoners and some 
colours. The regiments of our horse there did belong to Colonel 
Verc and Colonel Goodwin. The Auxiliary regiments were 
([uartered within two miles where this was done. This night, 
about sev(3n o’clock, there came a command for our regiments 
of the Trained Bands to march live miles back again in the 
night, but it being a very dark night, and our men worn out 
and spent with their former marching, they refused to go; but 
next morning, being Friday, September (Sth, we did. The Lord 
General, with the whole army, marched into Gloucester this 
day. The city was exceeding full of horse and foot; the 
enemy Ixjsieged this town a full mouth and three days. They 
had many strong assaults against it, and battered some of their 
works ; in two or three ])laces they had begun to undermine 
the gates and outworks, but were met with by the City forces, 
who (lid undermine within to meet them ; without they shot 
many gi’andocs of great weight, which, when they fell in the 
City, were red as tire, yet, blessed be God, kiUed not one man 
therewith, only tore up the ground as it a bear had been rooting 
up the earth. The inhabitants in the City report that the enemy 
shot 140 shot, great and small, in one day, and yet killed 
neither man, woman, nor child ; they lost about thirty in this 
City during the time of the siege, most of which, as it is re- 
ported, were shot in the head, in peeping through some holes 
at the enemy. We found very loving respect and entertainment 
in tliis city, they being very joyful of our coming. We abode 
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here Friday night and Saturday, and marched away on Sabbath- 
day morning. The Lord General left in this city three great 
pieces of ordnance, as also many score barrels of powder, witli 
match and bullet proportionable, furnishing tliem to their heart’s 
desire. 

Sahbafh~day, Siptanher lOifA. — The whole army advanced 
from Gloucester to Tewkesbury, where we abode four days and 
live nights, till Gloucester had provided themselves with corn 
and other provisions. The enemy had cut off from the city 
all their ])ipes of water, and burnt their mills. My Lord General 
summoned this town of Tewkesbury, and demanded the twen- 
tieth part of their estates for the relief of Gloucester. We were 
at this town five days — from Sabbath-day till Friday. 

Heptenibvr — On Thursday night the eiiemy did fall 

upon some of our troops of horse, who were (quartered about 
three miles from Tewkesbury, of the regiment belonging to Sir 
James Eamsey; they slew many of our men, and took many 
others prisoners. We took four of them prisoners ; but the 
greatest loss was sustained on our side. Before we marched 
from this town the Lord General gave orders for the making 
of a bridge over the river Severn, near Tewkesbury, as if our 
intention had been to march with our army over there to 
Worcester, which caused the enemy to draw tlieir forces thither 
as a place of refuge. 'J’he wisdom and policy of the Lord General 
and Council of War, as also their great care for the preservation 
of our army, is highly to be commended and never tf) be ibr- 
gotten, and may serve to stop the mouths of all such as shall 
hereafter be opened against him; for had the enemy known 
which way we had marched they might have had us at a great 
advantage, by gaining the hills, we being now in the vale of 
Esum, and all our great ordnance and carriages to be drawn up 
those hills, they might have kept us there ’all this winter, and 
starved our army ; but, blessed be God, we all marched away 
with safety. One that was present at Ksiim, where the King, 
with his army, lay, affirms that, when tidings came to the 
King that we were marched from Tewkesbury, they did stamp 
and swear, and curse their scouts exceedingly that they gave 
them ncj better intelligence of our depai’ture. And the same 
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day wc marched from Tewkesbury the King, with his army 
and train of artillery, marched from Esuin after us, as will appear 
in the ensuing matter. 

'' Frifhif/y Siyicmher Itith — Our wliole Army advanced from 
Tewkesbury to (.Jiceter {alius Cirencester), seventeen miles ; we 
marched all night, ainl sat down before it about tliree o'clock in 
tlie morning. When we came thither, Sir Tiobert Pyc marched 
up to the town, and, witli some musketeers, lie gave fire upon 
the sentinels, killed one of them and wounded the other ; Sir 
Robert himself received a shot in the arm. The Cavjiliers yielded 
the town, and desired (juarter. We took 225 prisoners, whereof 
ten were Conimanders ; we tied them two and two togetlier 
with match, and brought them along with us; we took also 
twenty-seven waggon-load of ju-ovision, which the Cavaliers had 
provided for the relief of their own Army ; they had taken the 
school-house belonging to the town, and made it their store- 
house, to lay in siudi provision as they made the country to 
bring in ; they slew one man of ours, wdio was pistolled by one 
that look him jirisoner ; wc killed two or three of them. 

'' Satanlaji^ l^cpkinlxr 16/A. — We advanced from Cirencester 
live miles, to a village called Letton, where our London brigade 
was quarteiud that night. The Lord General, with his army, 
tpiartered a mile further, at a market town in Wiltshire, called 
(h’ioklet. At the village aforesaid were ten cart-loads of 
Cavaliers, who were sick and lame, and brought thither to be 
([uartered, who, when they heard we were marching to this 
l)lace, they then found their legs and ran away. This day we 
liad a wet march, and in the night a false alarm. 

Salbafh-da)/, Hepteinher 17/A. — We inarched from (hlcklct to 
a market town, called Swindon, eight miles. This morning 
news was brought that the Cavaliers were come to (Ureiicester, 
and had taken and killed many of our men, who stayed behind 
drinking, and neglecting to march with tlieir colours, who are 
not much to be pitied. This day we drove along with our Army 
about 1,000 sheep and GO head of cattle, which were taken from 
malignants and papists in the country, for the maintenance of 
our Army. Kiglity-seveu sheep were allotted for our Red 
licginient, but we afterwards lost them all when we came to 
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fight, it being every man’s care then to secure himself, and to 
see to the safety of the Army. This night our London Brigade 
was quartered two miles beyond the Lord General’s quarters, at 
a poor little village called (.liisledon, where we could get no 
accommodation either for jueat or drink but what we brought 
witli us ill our knai)sncks ; most of us (piartcred in the open field, 
it being a very cold frosty night. We marched away hence the 
next morning. 

Moiuhnj, Hcj-itn/ihcr ISth . — ^We advanced from this village 
about two miles, to a place called Ahern Chase, where news was 
brought to the Lord General that the enemy was coming upon 
us with a great body oi‘ horse, which caused the Lord General to 
make a stand. Our whole Army being in a deep valley, and the 
eueiny upon the hills on our left fiank, we drew up all our Army 
into a body to the top of the hill, where we had a full view of 
the enemy over against us. There appeared a great body of their 
horse, it was (ioiiceived there was 7,d0b or 8,000, but no foot 
that wc could discern. We stood awhile and faced them; then 
one small body (»f liorse, as a Ibilorii hope, mmched up the hill 
to them, and fired upon them, and then retreated to their main 
body in the valley; tlie enemy followed our hoi’se in their retreat, 
firing at tliem all the way A^ery lieicely; then we tired some 
drakes at their horse, but did little execution ; then our body of 
foot was drawn down from this hill to the top of another high 
hill, where we stood and faced the enemy, having a full view of 
all that Avas done between our liorse and tlieirs ; our foot were 
not engaged at all in this fight, except two regiments only. Then 
(>olonel Meldram^s and (’olonel Harvie’s troops drcAv up in a 
body, and gave the enemy a very fierce charge, Avhich was per- 
fiu'ined Avitli as brave courage and valour' as ever men did, and 
then wheeled about to. a regiment of our foot that stood in rear 
of them ; the enemy pursued them in their retreat, skirmishing 
one at another all the way ; Avhat number was slain in this fight 
is not yet known. Here (Captain Willet received a shot from the 
eneiny, of which wound he is since dead ; we lost no other man 
of note in this fight. One man of great note and esteem of the 
enemy’s party Avas here slain, Marquis de la Veel; his father is 
Lord High Marshal of France, and chief Commander in the field. 
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Wo took up his body and earned it to Huiigerford. 1 viewed 
his wounds ; lie received tliree shots in his body from us, one in 
his riglit breast, anotlier in the shoulder, and a third in the face. 
From tills place all their horse gatliered into a body when it 
began to be dark, and so ours likewise ; and we marched away 
that night to Hnngerford, live miles. Our Eed Kegimont, with 
some other regiments, were (quartered a mile on this side Hunger- 
Ford, at a little village called Slielton; tliose that marched in rear 
of the Army were inarching this five miles all uight. We were 
much distressed for want of sleep, as also for all other sustenance ; 
it was a night of much rain, we were wet to the skin. This day we 
took twenty-five C^ivjiliers at Huiigerford, whereof one was slain. 

“ Tucsffff//, 19. — We advanced from llungerford to 

a village called Kmhry, about a iiiUl and a lialf from Newbury : 
the Lord Ocneral bad intent to have (|uaitered at Newbury that 
night, hut the King got into the town the day hefore, and so we 
were prevented. This morning a trumpeter came from the King 
to the Lord (General to desire that surgeons and doctors might 
have free access from them to the Manpiis that we had taken. 
Jhit the messenger came too late, for the Marcpiis was past 
their cure. The Lord General told liim, if they pleased to send 
for his body they might have it. 'fhe death of this Marquis 
hath much enraged the enemy, being one whom they did highly 
esteem. This night our whole army (quartered in the open field ; 
we had no provision but wbat little everyone had in his knap- 
sack. We had now marched many days and nights with little 
food or any sustenance, and little sleep. This night the King 
sent a challenge to the Lord General, to give him battle the 
next morning, which accordingly was performed; aud in the 
night our enemies gained the hills where they intended to give 
us battle ; they planted their ordnance, got all advantages they 
could desire, before our army marched up to them. Yet now 
we see there is neither wisdom nor policy nor strength against 
the Lord ; yea, had not the Lord himself been on our side, they 
had swallowed us up quick, so gi'eat was their rage and fury 
stirred up against us, they being confident of the victory before 
we came to light. But let not him that puts on his harness 
boast J.IS he that puts it olf. For it was not our own arm that 



124 HISTORY OF THE [CHARLES I. 

saved us, but the right, hand of the Lord became glorious in that 
day, to get himself a glorious name. 

The next morning. Sept. 20, very early before day, wc had 
drawn up all our army in their several regiments, and marched 
away by break of day ; and then advancing towards the enemy 
wdth most cheerful and courageous spirits. The Lord llobcrt’s 
soldiers had begun to skirmish with them before we came up to 
the enemy, whicli, we hearing, put ns to a running march till 
w’e SAveat again, hastening to their relief and succour. When w^e 
were come up into the field our two Kegiments of tlic Trained 
Lands Avere placed in open canipania upon the right Aving of 
the whole army. The enemy had there planted eight phices of 
ordnance, and stood in a great body of horse and foot, Ave being 
placed right opposite against them, and far less than tAvice 
musket shot distance from them. They began their battery 
against us Aviih their great guns aboAT. half an liour before Ave 
could get any of our guns up to us ; our gunner dealt very ill 
Avith us, delaying to come up to us ; our noble Colonel Tucker 
fired one piece of ordnance against the enemy, and aiming to 
give lire the second time, Avas shot in tlie head Avitli a cannon 
bullet from the em^my. The TUue llogiment of the Trained 
Bands stood on our right Aving, and behaved themselves most 
gallantly. Tw-o regiments of the Kings Horse, Avhich stood 
upon their right fiank afar off, came fiercely upon tliem, and 
charged them two or three times, but were beaten Irack Avith 
their Musketeers, who gave them a most desperate charge 
and made them fly. This day our Avliole army wore green 
boughs in their hats, to distinguish us from our enemies, Avhich 
they i)erceiving, one Kegiment of their Horse had got green 
boughs and rode up to our regiments crying, ‘ Friends, friends ; * 
but Ave let fly at them, and made many of them and their 
horses tumble, making them fly with a vengeance. The euemy’s 
catiuon did play most against the Ked Regiment of Trained 
Bands ; they did some execution amongst us at first, and were 
somewhat dreadful Avhen men’s boAvels and brains flew in our 
faces : but blessed be God that gave us courage, so that we kept 
our ground, and after awhile feared them not ; our ordnance did 
very good execution upon them, for Ave stood at so near a distance, 
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upon a plain field, that we could not lightly miss one another. 
We were not mncli above lialf our regiments in this place, for we 
liad sixty liles of Musketeers drawn off for the forlorn hope, who 
were engaged against the enemy in the field upon our left ilank. 
Where most of tlie regiments of the Army were in fight, tliey had 
some small shelter ol‘ the hedges and banks, yet had a very hot 
figlit with the enemy, and did good execution, and stood to it as 
bravely as ever men did. When our two regiments ol‘ the 
Trained Hands liad thus jdayed against the enemy for thi) space 
of three hours, or tluireabouts, our Red Regiment joined to tlu^ 
Blue, which stood a little tlistance from us, upon our left flank, 
where we gained the advantage of a little hill, which we main- 
tained against the enemy half an hour; two regiments of the 
enemy’s Foot fought agiiiiLst us all this while to gain the hill, 
but could not. Tlion two regiments of the enemy’s Horse, 
which stood upon our right ttaiik, came fiercely u])on us, and so 
sniTOiinded us that we were forced to charge upon them in the 
front and rear, and both Hanks, wfiiicli was performed by us 
with a great deal of courage and undaunteilness of spirit, inso- 
much that we made a groat slaughter of them, and forced them 
to retreat ; but presently the two regiments of the enemy’s P'oot 
ill tins lime gained the Iiill, and came upon us before we could 
well recover ourselves, that we were glad to retreat a little way 
into the field, till we bad rallied up our men, and put them into 
their former posture, and then came on again. If I sboidd 
speak anything in the praise and high commendations of these 
two regiments of the Trained Bands, 1 should rather obscure 
and darken the glory of that courage and valour CJod gave unto 
them this day ; they stood like so many stakes before the shot of 
the cannon, (luitting themselves like men of undaunted spirits, 
even our enemies themselves being judges. It might be ex- 
pected tliat something should be spoken of the noble and valiant 
service performed by the rest of the regiments of the x\rmy, both 
horse and foot ; but their courage ami valour itself speaks, wliich 
was performed by them that day, our men fighting like lions 
in every place, the great slaughter among the enemy testifies. 
My noble and valiant Captain, George Mosse, who was with the 
forlorn hope, received a shot in the back from the enemy, of 
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which wound he is since dead. This 2()th of September Qiinc 
illw lachrjfina’) wo lost about sixty or seventy men in our Red 
Regiment of the Trained Rands, besides UMmiided men ; W£ 
having the hottest charge from the enemy’s cannon of any 
regiment in tlie Army. Also that Avorthy and valiant gentle- 
man, (^apt. Hunt, was slaiji in this battle, Avhose death is much 
lamented. These two poor regiments Avere the very objects of 
the enemy’s battery that day, and they have since made their 
boast of it. Ft is conjectured by most that the enemy lost four 
for one ; seventy chief commanders were slain on their side. 
This is most certain, that they did acknowledge themselves to be 
beaten. It is credibly informed by those that were this day in 
the King s Army, that the King himself brought up a Regiment 
of Foot and another of Horse into the field, and gave fire to two 
pieces of ordnance, riding up and down all that day in a soldier’s 
gray coat. The next day I viewed the dead bodies ; there lay 
about 100 stripped naked in that field where our two r(\giments 
stood in battalion. This night the enemy conveyed away about 
thirty cart-load of maimed and dead men, as tlie town-people 
credibly reported to us, and I tliink they might have carried 
away twenty cart-load more the next morning ; tliey buried 
thirty in one pit, fourteen lav dead in one ditch. This battle 
continued long; it began about six o’clock in tbe morning, and 
continued till past twelve o’clock at night; in the night the 
enemy retreated to tbe town of Newbury and drew away all 
their ordnance ; we were in great distress for Avater, or any 
accommodation to refresh our j)Oor soldiers ; yet the Loi’d him- 
self sustained us so that Ave did not faint under it ; avc Avero 
right glad to drink in the same Avater Avheve onr horses did 
drink, Avanderiiig up and doAvn to seek for it. (.)ur word on this- 
day was ‘ Religion,’ theirs Avas, ‘ Queen Mary in the tield.’ The 
great goodness of God in giving us victory this day is so 
much the more remarkable from these three considerations : — 
First, that great disadvantage Ave bad tins day in case Ave had 
been beat by the enemy, Ave having no place of retreat for safety 
nearer than Gloucester, which was above thirty miles, whereas 
our enemies had possession of Newbury, and, in a manner, of 
the Avhole country round about; seconilly, Ave had great scarcity 
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of provision ibv our Army, having inarched ninny days and 
nights, with little food or sleep, or uny refreshment; liad not (lod 
fed us witli the bread of our enemies, which Ave took at Ciren- 
cester, we could not williout a special providence of God have 
been able to subsist, whereas our enemies had the town of New- 
bury and the country all about for their relief ; thirdly, we Iiad 
great disadvantage by giving battle in that place j the enemy 
had made choice of their grouml, planted their ordnance, gained 
all advantages ihoy could desire. Besides many other disad- 
vantages on our part, which I forbear to relate, yet (iod gave us* 
the victory and made our enemies by before ns, that we kept the 
field all night. The Lord (feneral deserves ])erpeLual honour by 
his wise, worthy and valuable managing of this day’s battle ; as 
also no less ]a*aisean(l commendation to the rest (><" the Council 
of War. Many more])articular jiassages might here bo inserted, 
hut J. procieod. 

'' ThurmUiy, Heptemher 2\st , — After we had buried our dead, 
we marched from this field with our whole Army to a town 
c-iilled the Veal, eleven miles, «an(l four miles from Reading, 
where, in our march this day, our enemy pursuing us fell upon 
our rear in a narrow lane, about a mile and a lialf from a village 
called Aldermason; they came upon ns witli a great body 
of Foot and Hoi'se. Our London Brigade marchetl in the rear, 
iind a forlorn hope of GOO Musketeers in the rear of them, 
besides a great number of our Horse ; but our Horse which 
brought up the rear durst not stand to charge tlie enemy, but 
lied, running into the narrow lane, routed our own Foot, tramp- 
ling many of them under their horses’ feet, crying out to them, 

‘ Away, away ; every man shift for his life ; yon are all dead 
men which caused a most strange confusion amongst ns. 
We fired ten or twelve drakes at the enemy, but they came 
f upon ns very fiercely, having their Foot on the other side of the 
hedges ; many of our wiiggons were overthrown and broken, 
others cut their traces, and liorso- harness, ami ran away with 
their horses, leaving their waggons and carriages behind them ; 
our Foot fired upon the enemy’s Horse very bravely, and slew 
many of them ; some l eport above lOl), and not ten of ours : 
some that wo look prisoners our men were so enraged at tliem 
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that they knocked ont their brains with the . their 

muskets. In this great distraction and rout a waj|^^;!^')p^wder 
lying ill the way overthrown, some ^arks of fire eiziCipatoh fell 
among it which did much hurt; seven men buti^ and two 
killed ; the enemy had got two of our drakes in the sear had not 
our Foot played the men and recovered them again ; this was 
about four or five o’clock at night ; many of onr joeH lost their 
horses, and other things which they threw away 'liiJ.liaste ; ivo 
marched on and came to the Veal about ten o’clock at night. 

“ Fiidny, Septemif.r 22nd . — We advanced from the Veal and 
came to Jieading, four miles, when we refreshed our soldiers 
after our hard service and wearisome marchings. We stayed 
here Friday, Saturday, and Sabbath-day ; Satiuilay niglit about 
twenty of the enemy’s Horse came and gave us au alarm. 
Sabbath-day was celebrated a day of thanksgiving ; we marched 
away hence on Monday morning. 

“ Monday, Sej>t, 25th . — ^We advanced from Reading to Maiden- 
head; our brigade was quartered here, but the IjOrd General 
with his army and all his train marched to Windsor. 

“ Tuesday, Sept. 25th . — We advanced from .Maidenhead about 
4 o’clock in the morning, having some intention of marching 
to London that night, but came no farther than Rrainford, 
where we stayed the next day also, being Fast-day. 

'• llmrsday. Sept. 2Wi ,. — We marched from Brainford to Lon- 
don, where w'e were joyfully received home of all our friends, 
and all that wish well to the Parliament, and to the vexation of 
heart of all wicked malignants who had raised reports that we 
were all routed and slain. The Lord Mayor, together with the 
Aldermen of the City, met us at Temple Bar and entertoiued us 
joyfully : many thousands bidding us welcome home, and bless- 
ing God for our safe return. Thus God, that called us forth 
to do His work, brought us through many straits, delivered us 
from the rage and insolency of our adversaries, made them 
turn their backs with shame, giving us victory, and causing us 
to retu# home joyfully.”* 

JS 69 

* See lilsD British Mtiseiini “ Tlie Pariiament Scont commu^ii- 

eating His Intelligence to the Kingdoiney” &c. London: 1643. 4to, 










